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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

Thi s se c ti on  de sc ri b es  t h e en vi r on me n ta l co n se qu e nc es  o f  t he  al te rn a ti ve s —t he  ORNL/Y- 12  Sit e  ( th e 
p re fe rr e d al t er na ti v e) , t he  PNNL/Han f or d Si t e 10 0 -H Are a , an d  No Ac t io n.  The  a n al ys e s ar e b as ed 
o n th e t yp e o f wo rk  an d r es ea rc h  a ct i vi ti es  th at  wo ul d b e ex p ec te d t o oc c ur  o n t he  FRC.

4.1 Oak Ridge National Laboratory/Y-12 Site

4.1.1 Earth Resources

4.1.1.1 Topography

FRC r es e ar ch  ac ti vi t ie s wou ld  n o t ch a ng e th e  l an d sc ap e ( e.g., l ar ge - ar ea  bu ll do z in g, la rg e- s ca le 
c le ar in g , an d  e xc av a ti on .)  Act i vi ti e s to  s u pp or t  s it e c ha ra c te ri za t io n, to  o bt a in  r e se ar ch - qu al i ty 
s ampl es , a nd  i n si tu  r es ea rc h  wou l d no t i mp ac t  t he  g e ne ra l  t op og r ap hy  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC b ec a us e
o f th e s ma ll - sc al e n at ur e  ( le ss  th an  on e ac r e)  o f  t he  p r op os e d ac ti v it ie s .

4.1.1.2 Geology

The  g eo l og y o f Be ar  Cr ee k  Val le y  p ro v id es  a  un iq u e op po r tu ni t y to  i n ve st i ga te  t h e ph y si og ra p hi c
i nf lu en c e of  ge ol og i c un i ts  a ff e ct in g  t he  mo ve me n t an d c on ta i nmen t o f co n ta mi na n ts .  FRC re s ea rc h 
a ct iv it i es  s h ou ld  p r ov id e  r es ea r ch er s  i ns ig h t in t o ho w t he  s t ra ti gr a ph y o f Be ar  Cr ee k  Val le y  a ff e ct s
v ad os e z on e c on ta mi n an ts .  Be ca u se  o f  t he  s mal l s ca le  o f  i nv e st ig at i on s ( le ss  t h an  o n e ac re  an d t o a
d ep th  o f  u p t o 75  f e et ), no  i mp a ct s t o th e l ar ge  ge ol og i c un i ts  a re  an ti c ip at ed  as  a  re su lt  of  p r op os ed 
FRC a ct i vi ti e s.

When drilling deep boreholes within the FRC, there would be a small potential for downhole
migration of shallow contaminants to deeper zones through the borehole annular space.  Procedures
for preventing this migration, such as installing conductor casing across the unconsolidated zone
and sealing with low permeability grout or bentonite prior to drilling to deeper bedrock zones,
would be developed and described in the FRC management documents.

4.1.1.3 Soils

Soi ls  wi th in  th e FRC a re  pr ev io u sl y d is tu rb e d an d  c ompo s ed  o f  man -ma de  f i ll , al l uv iu m a nd 
c ol lu vi u m.  Pro po se d  FRC ac ti vi t ie s wou ld  d i st ur b  t he se  so il  ty pe s o nl y i n ar ea s  whe r e dr il l in g,
b or in g, or  we ll  i ns t al la t io n wo u ld  o c cu r.  Unc on t amin at e d so i ls  wou l d be  re di st r ib ut e d ar ou n d th e  t es t
p lo t.  Con ta min at ed  so il s  wou ld  be  d i sp os ed  of  i n  a cc or d an ce  wi th  s i te -s p ec if ic  ma na g emen t p la ns .
Soi ls  o b ta in e d as  r e se ar c h- qu al i ty  s a mp le s wou ld  be  c ha r ac te r iz ed  f o r po t en ti al  ha za r do us 
c on ta mi n an ts  pr io r t o la b or at or y  e xp e ri me nt a ti on .  It  i s  e st i ma te d t ha t t he  q ua n ti ty  of  s oi l  r emo ve d as 
a  r es ul t  o f r es ea rc h  a ct i vi ti es  at  a  te st  p l ot  wo ul d be  smal l  ( 1.2 c ub ic  fe et  p e r bo r e ho le ;  1 0 t o 15  b o re 
h ol es  p e r te s t pl ot ) ; th e re fo re , i mp a ct s to  so il s  wou ld  be  mi ni ma l.
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4.1.2 Climate and Air Quality

ORR/Y-1 2  e mi s si on s a re  wi th in  s t an da r ds  s et  by  t h e NAAQS f or  pr io ri t y po l lu ta nt s .  Ad di ti on a l
c ri te ri a  p ol l ut an ts  ge ne r at ed  a s  a  r e su lt  o f  s ma l l- sc al e  t emp or ar y d ri ll i ng , cl e ar in g , or  o t he r s it e
d ev el op men t a ct iv it i es  wo ul d be  smal l  a nd  wo ul d n ot  c au s e NAAQS v io l at io n s.  Be c au se  ORR/ Y- 1 2
i s in  a n  a tt a in me nt  ar ea  fo r al l  c ri t er ia  p o ll ut a nt s, a  co nf o rmit y d et er min at io n  i s n ot  n ee d ed .

Dri ll in g  a nd  as so ci a te d s ampl in g  a ct i on s wo u ld  n o t pr od u ce  s i gn if ic a nt  a mou nt s o f fu g it iv e d us t.  I t is 
e xp ec te d  t ha t  t he se  ac ti v it ie s wou ld  ge ne ra t e mu c h le ss  du st  th an  n o rmal  fa rmin g  p ra c ti ce s i n th e 
s ur ro un d in g Oak  Rid g e ar e a.  Be c au se  of  t he  la rg e  n umbe r  o f e xi st in g  wel l s an d e xi st i ng  NABI R
r es ea rc h  s up p or t in f ra st r uc tu re  at  ORNL, it  is  a n ti ci pa t ed  t h at  min i ma l l an d di s tu rb a nc e wo u ld  b e 
r eq ui re d .

Ope ra ti o n of  th e FRC wou l d us e s ta nd a rd , co n st ru c ti on  b e st  ma na ge me n t pr a ct ic es  to  mi ti ga te  an y
a ir bo rn e  r el e as es .  Co mmo n me as u re s i nc lu de  ap pl i ca ti on  of  wa te r fo r  d us t  s up pr e ss io n  a nd  t o  c on t ro l
f ug it iv e  e mi s si on s d ur in g  d ri ll i ng  a n d ot he r  a ct i vi ti es .  It  is  a nt i ci pa t ed  t ha t  t he s e an d o th er 
c on st ru c ti on / dr il li n g ma n ag emen t  p ra c ti ce s s ho ul d  a de qu a te ly  co nt ro l  f ug i ti ve  e mis si o ns  o f
r ad io nu c li de s  a nd  a n y ot h er  a ir  po ll u ta nt s.

The  r el e as e o f ra di o lo gi c al  c on t amin a nt s in t o th e  a tmos p he re  at  ORR/ Y- 12  oc cu rs  al mo s t ex cl u si ve l y
a s a re s ul t o f Y- 12  pl an t  p ro du c ti on , mai nt e na nc e , an d was te  co nt ro l  a ct i vi ti es .  In  19 97 , 4 6 of  th e Y- 
1 2 Pl an t ’s  5 8  s ta ck s  wer e  c on si d er ed  ma jo r s ou rc e s of  r a di on u cl id e e mi ss i on s (ORNL 1 9 98 ).  A
maj or  s o ur ce , a s de f in ed  un de r Nat io n al  Emi s si on s  Sta nd a rd  f o r Ha za r do us  Ai r Po l lu ta n ts  ( NESHAP) 
i n 40  CFR 61 , Su b pa rt  H, i s a  s ta c k/ ve nt  th at  co nt ri b ut es  mo re  t h an  0 .1 mr em pe r y ea r to  an  o f fs it e
i nd iv id u al   I t is  n o t an t ic ip at e d th a t FRC a ct iv i ti es  wo ul d r es ul t i n ad d it io na l  r ad i ol og ic a l
c on ta mi n an ts  be in g r el ea s ed  i nt o  t he  at mo sp h er e.  Fin al  pr oj e ct  p la n s wo u ld  b e e va lu a te d fo r 
a pp li ca b il it y  o f th e se  b e st  man a ge me n t pr ac t ic es  an d th e  r eq u ir emen t s of  an y pe r mi ts  wo ul d b e
c ompl ie d  wit h  i f re q ui re d .

Oth er  s u bs ta n ce s, wh ic h c ou ld  b e  r el e as ed  i n to  t h e ai r a t th e  FRC, i nc lu d e ox yg e n, h y dr og en ,
n it ro ge n , an d  met ha n e.  Non e of  th es e  a re  r e gu la t ed  u nd e r st a te  o r f ed er a l ai r r eg ul a ti on s.
Gro un dwa te r c ol le ct e d du r in g th e  r es e ar ch  a c ti vi t ie s wo u ld  n o t be  e x pe ct e d to  c o nt ai n  p ol lu t an ts  th at 
wou ld  v o la ti z e in to  th e a ir .

No ad ve r se  i mpa ct s t o ai r  q ua li t y wo u ld  b e e xp ec t ed  f ro m FRC ac ti vi t ie s.

4.1.3 Water Resources

4.1.3.1 Surface Water

The  p ri mar y s ur fa ce  wa te r  f ea tu r e of  th e FRC i n BCV i s Bea r Cre ek .  Be ar  Cr ee k i s su p pl emen t ed  b y 
o th er  s mal l t ri bu ta r ie s a nd  s pr i ng s e ma na ti n g pr i ma ri ly  fr om th e ba s e of  Ch es tn u t an d  Pin e Rid ge s .
Sur fa ce  wa te r  a nd  s p ri ng  sa mp le s  c ol l ec te d d ur in g  1 99 7 s ho w t ha t sp r in g d is ch ar g es  a n d wa te r  i n t he 
u pp er  r e ac he s  o f Be a r Cr e ek  c on t ai n man y of  th e c on ta mi n an ts  fo un d i n th e  g ro un d wa te r .

FRC a ct i vi ti e s to  s u pp or t  s it e c ha ra c te ri za t io ns , o bt ai n  r es e ar ch -q u al it y  s ampl e s, a n d pe rf o rm  i n si tu 
r es ea rc h  wou l d oc cu r  a wa y  f ro m a ll  s u rf ac e wat er s  i nc lu d in g Bea r Cr e ek .  Re se ar c h ge n er al ly  wo ul d 
t ak e pl a ce  a p pr ox ima te ly  10 0 fe e t or  mo re  f r om Be ar  Cre e k.  Res ea rc h  a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d  b e te mpo ra r y
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a nd  s ma l l in  sc al e.  Any  po te nt i al  r u no ff  o c cu rr i ng  a s a  r es u lt  o f g ro un d -d is tu r bi ng  ac ti vi t ie s, co up le d 
wit h ra i n ev e nt s, wo ul d b e re du c ed  b y  i mp le men ti n g be st  ma na g emen t p ra ct i ce s su c h as  si lt  f e nc in g  a t
s it e- sp e ci fi c  r es ea r ch  a r ea s wi t hi n t he  FRC.

The  p ot e nt ia l  e xi st s  t ha t  g ro un d wa te r  a dd it i ve s i nj ec te d  a s p ar t of  i n si tu  re se ar c h at  ei th er  th e
b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea s  mig h t pa ss  th ro u gh  g ro u nd wa t er  t o t he  s u rf ac e wat er s  o f Be a r
Cre ek .  As  d e sc ri be d  i n App en di x  A, s ma ll  q u an ti t ie s of  no nt o xi c tr a ce rs , n ut ri e nt s, el ec tr o n do n or s or 
a cc ep to r s, mi cr oo rg a ni sms , or  o t he r s ub st an c es  mi gh t be  in je c te d ei t he r i n th e b ac kg r ou nd  o r 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s o f th e  FRC i n  a cc o rd an ce  wi th  st at e a nd  f e de ra l r eg ul a ti on s, be st  ma na ge men t
p ra ct ic e s an d  c lo se  mo ni t or in g o f en v ir on me n ta l c on di ti o ns .  Wh il e i n si tu  re se ar c h at  th e ba c kg ro u nd 
a nd  c on t amin a te d ar e as  wo ul d pr o vi de  ad di ti o na l i nf or ma t io n o n gr ou n dwat e r fl ow pa th s  a nd  t h e
mov emen t  o f i nj ec te d  mat e ri al s, su ff i ci en t i nf or mat io n c ur re n tl y ex i st s t o pe rmi t es t imat es  of  p o te nt ia l 
i mp ac ts  fr om th e in j ec ti o n of  t h es e mat er ia l s.

4.1.3.1.1 Tracers

To be tt e r un d er st an d  g ro u nd wa te r  f lo w p at hs  an d s pe ed , n on to x ic  a nd  no np e rs is te n t tr a ce rs  c o ul d b e
i nj ec te d  i n c on ce nt r at io n s ra ng i ng  f r om l es s  t ha n  5 00  p a rt s p er  mil l io n ( pp m)  t o  1 0,0 00  p pm at  b o th 
t he  b ac k gr ou n d an d c on ta min at ed  ar ea s  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC.  Exa mp le s  o f t ra ce rs  th at  mi gh t b e us e d
i nc lu de  br omi de , so d iu m c hl or id e  ( Na Cl) , dy e s su c h as  f l uo re s ce in  o r  r ho d amin e WT, n o bl e ga s es 
( e.g., n eo n o r he li u m) , s ul fu r h ex af l uo ri de , mic r os ph er e s, o r  b ac te r io ph a ge s (i .e., a  v ir us  th at  at ta ck s 
b ac te ri a .)   I n so me  ca se s , mo re  th an  on e tr a ce r mig ht  b e  i nj e ct ed  d u ri ng  th e co u rs e o f a fi e ld  s t ud y.
I nj ec ti o ns  a t  t he  b a ck gr o un d ar e a wo u ld  n ot  oc cu r  i n cl o se  p r ox imit y  t o Bea r Cr e ek  ( g re at er  th an  30 0
f ee t) ; h owev e r, b ec a us e i nj ec ti o ns  a t  t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a c ou ld  b e  a s c lo se  a s  1 00  fe et  t o  Bea r 
Cre ek , t he  p o te nt ia l  e xi s ts  f or  tr ac e rs  t o r ea ch  th e su r fa ce  wa te rs  of  Be ar  Cre e k.

At le as t  t wo  di ff er e nt  t y pe s of  tr ac e rs  h av e  b ee n  i nj ec t ed  wi th in  1 0 0 fe e t of  Be ar  Cr ee k in  th e
p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a wi th i n th e  p as t f ew y e ar s.  I n on e  t es t, ap pr o xi ma te l y 9 g al lo ns  (4 0 L) of 
a  mag ne s iu m b ro mi de  tr ac e r wa s i nj ec t ed  i nt o  a  we ll  t ha t  i s a bo ut  1 0 0 fe e t fr om Be ar  Cr ee k a t a
c on ce nt r at io n  o f 10 ,00 0 p pm b ro mid e ( Wa ts on  an d Gu 19 98 ) .  Th e ma xi mum c o nc en tr a ti on  of 
b ro mi de  de te c te d in  a gr o un dwat e r se e p ad ja c en t t o Be ar  Cr ee k  was  0 .57  p p m, f or  a di l ut io n f ac to r  o f
1 7,50 0.  I n Bea r Cr e ek , t he  d il u ti on  fa ct or  un de r  d ry  b a se  f l ow c on d it io n s wa s 7 0,00 0 .  I n a dd it i on ,
t he  c on c en tr a ti on  o f  b ro mid e in  th e s ee p re t ur ne d  t o ba c kg ro u nd  l ev e ls  wi th in  1 5  d ay s  a ft er  th e t ra ce r
was  i nj e ct ed .  In  a  se co n d te st , 5 00  gr ams o f fl u or es ce i n dy e  was  a d de d t o a 3 g ra ms  pe r li t er  s o lu ti on 
o f Na Cl .  Ap p ro xi ma t el y 2 ,3 20  g a ll on s  ( 10 ,2 2 0 L)  of  t he  so lu t io n wa s  i nj e ct ed  i n to  a  dr y pa r t of  th e
Bea r Cr e ek  s t re am b e d in  an  a tt e mp t t o be tt e r un d er st an d  t he  gr ou nd wat er  fl ow p a th s ( Ge ra gh t y an d 
Mil le r 1 98 9) .  At  d o wn st r ea m po i nt s i n Be ar  Cr ee k  whe re  th e d ye  e me r ge d, no  a dv e rs e e ff ec ts  on 
a qu at ic  li fe  we re  d e te ct e d.   Fi na ll y , in  a  th ir d  t es t, 5 ga l lo ns  o f  a  5 ,00 0 pp m b ro mid e so l ut io n  was 
i nj ec te d  l es s  t ha n 1 00  f e et  f ro m t he  cr ee k.  Bro mid e wa s  n ot  de te ct e d ab o ve  b ac k gr ou n d le ve l s in 
s ee ps  o r  i n Bea r Cr e ek  ( Wat so n 1 99 9a ) .  Bas e d on  th es e s tu di e s, t ra c er s i nj ec te d  i n t he  c on t amin a te d
a re a ap p ea r t o be  g r ea tl y  d il ut e d, a n d in  a t  l ea s t on e c as e wer e no t  d et e ct ab le  in  Be ar  Cre e k.

Dif fe re n t tr a ce rs  mo ve  a n d di ff u se  i n to  t he  gr ou n dwat er  at  d i ff er en t  r at e s.  Th e re fo r e, t he  us e o f mo re 
t ha n on e  t ra c er  a t t he  s a me  t ime  p ro v id es  a d di ti o na l in f or ma t io n ab o ut  t h e su bs u rf ac e  t ha n wou ld  be 
p os si bl e  wit h  o nl y o ne  t r ac er .  Th e u se  o f mul ti p le  t ra c er s a t on e t ime wou ld  n o t be  ex pe ct e d to  re su lt 
i n an  i n cr ea s ed  p os s ib il i ty  t ha t  a ny  of  t he  tr ac e rs  wou l d re a ch  Bea r  Cre e k.  Mu l ti pl e  t ra ce r s ha v e be en 
u se d at  an ot h er  f ie l d si t e on  t h e Oa k  Rid ge  Re se r va ti on .  Th e  r es ul t s of  th is  s t ud y s ug ge st  no t o nl y th a t
t he  mov e me nt  of  o ne  tr ac e r is  n o t af f ec te d b y an o th er , b ut  t h at  a ll  of  t h e tr ac e rs  b e co me  d i lu te d  v er y
q ui ck ly  (J ar d in e et  al . 1 99 9a ).  Simi la rl y, th e u se  o f mul ti p le  t ra c er s a t th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea  wo ul d b e
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e xp ec te d  t o r es ul t i n mo v emen t a nd  d i ff us io n  p ro f il es  f o r ea c h tr ac e r co n si st en t  wit h  t he ir  in di v id ua l
mov emen t  a nd  di ff us i on  p r of il es .

Tra ce r c on ce n tr at io n s wo u ld  n ot  be  e x pe ct ed  to  e x ce ed  1 0 ,0 00  pp m.  Thi s, co up le d  wit h  t he  a p pa re n t
h ig h de g re e o f di lu t io n ( ma tr ix  di ff u si on ) o f tr a ce rs  i n  t he  gr ou nd wat er  of  t he  co nt a mi na te d  a re a , an d
t he  l ac k  o f a dv er se  en vi r on me nt a l imp ac ts  t o  a qu a ti c re s ou rc e s fr om mu ch  hi gh er  le ve l s of  a  tr ac e r,
s ug ge st s  t ha t  n o en v ir on men ta l i mp ac t s wo ul d  b e e xp ec te d  f ro m t he  i n je ct i on  o f t ra ce r s.  Fu r th er 
i nf or ma t io n o n th e p ro po s ed  u se  of  g r ou nd wa t er  t r ac er s a t th e  FRC i s  a va i la bl e i n Ap p en di x A.

4.1.3.1.2 Electron Donors and Acceptors and Other Nutrients

To st imu la te  th e ac t iv it y  a nd  g r owth  of  mic r oo rg a ni sms, el ec t ro n do n or s o r ac ce p to rs  or  o th e r
n ut ri en t s co u ld  b e i nj ec t ed  i n c on ce n tr at io n s ra n gi ng  f r om 1 0 0 pp m t o 1,0 00  p pm (i .e ., 10 0 mg/ L t o
1 ,0 00  mg /L) a t bo th  th e b ac kg ro u nd  a n d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s of  th e pr o po se d  FRC.  Ex amp le s of 
e le ct ro n  d on o rs  t ha t  mig h t be  u s ed  i n cl ud e a ce ta t e, g lu c os e, la ct at e , py r uv at e, mo la s se s, o r  b io mas s
r emna nt s  ( e.g ., y ea s ts ).  Exa mp l es  o f  e le ct r on  a c ce pt or s  t ha t  mig ht  be  u s ed  i nc l ud e o xy ge n, ni tr a te ,
met ha ne  or  s u lf at e.  Oth e r nu tr i en ts  mi gh t i nc lu d e ni tr o ge n a nd  p ho s ph or u s.  In j ec ti o ns  a t t he 
b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea  wou l d no t  o cc ur  in  c l os e pr o xi mi t y (wit h in  3 0 0 fe et )  t o Bea r Cr e ek .  Ho we ve r ,
b ec au se  in je c ti on s a t th e  c on ta min at e d ar ea  co ul d  b e as  cl os e  a s 10 0  f ee t  t o Be a r Cr e ek , th e  p ot e nt ia l
e xi st s f or  e l ec tr on  do no r s, e le c tr on  ac ce pt o rs , a nd  n ut r ie nt s  t o re a ch  t h e su rf a ce  wa te rs  o f  Bea r  Cre ek .
Sho ul d t he y r ea ch  Be ar  Cr ee k in  su ff i ci en t c on ce n tr at io n , th e y co ul d  s ti mul at e mic ro b ia l po p ul at i on s
i n th e v ic in i ty  o f t he  p o in t of  en tr y .

Whi le  t h er e h av e be e n no  di re ct  in je c ti on s o f el e ct ro n d on or s  o r ac c ep to r s, o r n ut ri e nt s at  ei th e r th e
b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea s , th e re  h as  be en  an  a dd i ti on  of  a n e le ct r on  d on o r (s p ec if ic a ll y a 
c ar bo n s ou rc e ) to  t h e su b su rf ac e  i n t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a.  Dur in g c on st r uc ti on  of  o n e of  t h e two 
p er me ab l e re a ct iv e b ar ri e rs  i n t he  c o nt amin a te d a re a, a p pr ox i ma te ly  80 ,0 0 0 ga ll o ns  o f  a  g ua r  g um
b io po ly mer  s l ur ry  wa s pu mpe d in t o th e  t re nc h  t o k ee p th e  s id e  wal ls  fr om co ll ap s in g.  Onc e t he 
c on st ru c ti on  ef fo rt  wa s c ompl et e d, a n  e nz yme  was  ad de d t o th e  s ub su r fa ce  to  b re a k do wn th e g ua r
g um.  Th is  r e su lt ed  in  a n  e xt re mel y l ar ge  s o ur ce  of  c ar b on  f o r th e s ub su r fa ce  mi cr ob i al  c ommun it y 
a nd  a  s o ur ce  th at  a l so  mo ve d wi t h th e  g ro un d wa te r  a nd  s e ep ed  in to  Be ar  Cr ee k (Wa ts on  an d Gu 
1 99 9) .  Gu ar  gu m en t er in g  t he  c r ee k f or me d a  s he e n th at  ex te n de d le s s th a n 10 0 f ee t d owns tr e am.  In 
a dd it io n , th e re  was  a st r on g su l fu r s me ll  ( d ue  t o  t he  g r owth  of  s ul f at e- r ed uc in g  b ac t er ia ) t ha t l as te d f or 
s ev er al  mo nt h s.  Ho wev er , n o lo n g- te r m ec ol o gi ca l  i mp ac t s we r e ob se r ve d i n Be ar  Cr ee k  f ro m t hi s
d is ch ar g e (Wa ts on  1 9 99 b) .  Wh il e  t hi s  s it ua t io n s ug ge st s  t ha t  a t su f fi ci e nt  c on c en tr a ti on  e l ec tr o n
d on or s c ou ld  re ac h Bea r Cre ek , t he  a mou nt  o f  e le c tr on  d o no rs  th at  mi gh t b e ad de d  a t t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  wo ul d b e th ou s an ds  of  t ime s le s s th an  th e a mo un ts  th at  we re  a d de d i n th is  si tu a ti on 
( Wa ts on  19 99 b ).

Mor e ty p ic al  of  t he  amou n t of  e l ec tr o n do no r s th a t mi gh t  b e a dd ed  t o  t he  co nt ami na te d  a re a wou ld  be 
t he  a mo u nt s u se d in  a re c en t fi e ld  s t ud y at  a co n ta mi na t ed  s i te  i n Sch oo l cr af t, Mi ch i ga n (Dy ba s e t al .
1 99 7) .  In  t h e Sc ho o lc ra f t st ud y , bo t h ac et a te  a n d mi cr o or ga n is ms  we re  a d de d to  a sa n dy  a qu i fe r t o
d eg ra de  ca rb o n te tr a ch lo r id e.  I ni ti a l ac et a te  c o nc en tr a ti on s  wer e 1 00  p p m, b ut  su bs e qu en t a na ly s es 
i nd ic at e d th a t on ly  50  p p m wa s s uf fi c ie nt  t o  d eg r ad e th e  c ar b on  t et r ac hl o ri de .  Ba se d  o n da t a co l le ct ed 
f ro m do wns tr e am mon i to ri n g we ll s , ac e ta te  c o nc en t ra ti on s  wer e  a t ba c kg ro u nd  wit h in  a b ou t th r ee  f e et 
( th re e met er s ) of  t h e in j ec ti on  we ll .  Th er e fo re , i t ap p ea rs  th at  t h e ba c te ri a u se d t he  a ce t at e a s a ca r bo n
s ou rc e whi le  de gr ad i ng  t h e ca rb o n te t ra ch lo r id e, an d th a t th e  a ce ta t e wa s  c ompl e te ly  us ed  u p  wit h in 
a bo ut  t h re e f ee t of  th e i nj ec ti o n po i nt  ( Cr i dd le  19 99 a) .
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The re  wa s a p os si bi l it y t ha t th e  mic r ob ia l c ommu n it y (t h e mi x  o f sp e ci es  of  mic r oo rg a ni sms i n a
g iv en  v o lu me  of  t he  se di men t)  mi gh t b e pe rma ne nt l y al te r ed , o r th at  th e e ff ec t o f th e  a dd it i on s mig ht 
e xt en d s ome g re at  d i st an c e fr om th e i nj ec ti o n po i nt .  To  s tu d y th is , t he  sc ie nt i st s i nv ol ve d  i n t he 
Sch oo lc r af t s tu dy  h a ve  b e en  mon i to ri n g co nd i ti on s  i n do wns tr e am wel l s fo r  a lmos t  t wo  ye ar s.  Whi l e
c ha ng es  ha ve  be en  d e te ct e d in  mi cr ob i al  c ommun it i es  d own st re a m fr om th e i nj ec ti o n we l l, t he s e
c ha ng es  ap pe a re d on l y up  to  a  d i st an c e of  a b ou t t hr ee  f e et  f r om t he  in je c ti on  we ll  a n d th ey  ha ve  be en 
s ta bl e f or  a l mo st  t wo ye a rs  ( Cr i dd le  19 99 b) .  In  ad di ti o n, i t  a pp ea r s th a t as  t h e co n ce nt ra t io n o f th e
a ce ta te  de cr e as es  wi th  d i st an ce  fr om th e in j ec ti o n po in t , th e  mic ro b ia l c ommu ni t y ap p ea rs  t o  r et u rn  t o
t he  o ri g in al  co mmun i ty .  Th e ph e no me n a of  l o ca li z ed  c ha n ge s t o th e mic ro b ia l co mmu ni t y ap pa r en tl y 
i s no t t ha t u nu su al .  Two  r ec en t  s tu d ie s at  two d if fe re n t fi e ld  s it e s li k ewis e d is cu s s sh if t s in  th e mi x  o f
s pe ci es  pr es e nt  i n c on ta min at ed  so il s  a nd  g r ou nd wat er  f r om t h at  p re s en t i n ne ar b y un c on ta mi n at ed 
a re as  ( Kon op k a et  a l . 19 9 9, Roo n ey -Va rg a et  al . 1 99 9) .  In  b o th  s tu d ie s, ch an ge s  i n t he  mic r ob ia l 
c ommu ni t y we r e ag ai n  a tt r ib ut ab l e on l y to  t h e pr e se nc e o f co n ta mi na t io n ( i.e., t he  c o nt amin a nt  o r 
n ut ri en t  a dd i ti on  h a d to  be  p re s en t t o re su l t in  ch an ge s  i n t he  mic r ob ia l  c ommu n it y) .  Ta ke n  t og e th er ,
t he se  s t ud ie s  s ug ge s t th a t wh en  nu tr i en ts  o r  c on t amin an t s ar e  “ ad de d ” to  th e su b su rf a ce , th e  mic r ob ia l
c ommu ni t y st r uc tu re  ch an g es , bu t  t he  ch an ge s  a re  lo ca li z ed  a n d oc cu r  o nl y  i n th e  p re s en ce  o f  t he 
a dd it io n  ( i.e ., a  c a rb on  so ur ce , a  c o nt amin a nt , e tc .) 

I nj ec ti o n of  el ec tr o n do n or s or  ac ce p to rs  o r  n ut r ie nt s i nt o t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a wo u ld  b e a t le v el s
mor e co n si st e nt  wit h  t ho s e us ed  at  t h e Sc ho o lc ra f t si te  ra th e r th an  th e l ev el s e nc ou n te re d d ur in g  t he 
g ua r gu m s it u at io n.  For  ex ampl e , as  pa rt  o f  a no t he r pr o gr am, ORNL s ci en t is ts  a r e pl a nn in g t o in j ec t
l es s th a n 70 0  p pm o f  l ac t at e (a n  e le c tr on  d o no r)  to  s ti mul at e  t he  mi cr ob i al  c ommun it y  i n an o th er  fi el d
s it e on  th e Oak  Rid g e Re s er va ti o n to  ex amin e  whe t he r co b al t c on ta mi n at io n  c an  b e  mit i ga te d ( Ja rd i ne 
1 99 9b ; Bro ok s  e t al . 1 99 9 ).  An o th er  re as on  fo r i nj ec ti n g on l y lo w l ev el s  o f el e ct ro n  d on or s  o r
a cc ep to r s or  nu tr ie n ts  i s  t ha t a t hi g h co nc e nt ra t io ns , t he  i n je ct io n  o f e le ct ro n  d on o rs  o r a cc ep t or s or 
n ut ri en t s co u ld  o ve r st imu la te  mi cr ob i al  r ep r od uc t io n an d  r es u lt  i n wel l c lo gg in g .  Co ns is te n t wi t h th e
f in di ng s  f ro m t he  Sc ho ol c ra ft  s t ud y, el ec tr o n do n or s or  ac ce p to rs  o r  n ut r ie nt s i nj ec t ed  i nt o  t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  wo ul d n ot  b e e xp ec t ed  t o mig ra t e th e min imu m 10 0 f ee t t o Be ar  Cr ee k .  Rat h er ,
t he y wo u ld  b e  u se d b y na t iv e mi c ro or g an is ms  an d wou ld  b e  u nd e te ct ab l e wi t hi n 25  fe et  of  t he 
i nj ec ti o n po i nt .  Fu rt he r  i nf or mat io n  o n th e  p ro p os ed  u s e of  el ec tr o n do n or s an d  a cc e pt or s a nd 
n ut ri en t s at  th e FRC i s a va il ab l e in  Ap pe nd i x A.

4.1.3.1.3 Microorganisms

To de te r mi ne  wh et he r  i t mig ht  b e  f ea s ib le  t o  a dd  mi cr oo r ga ni s ms  t o a  c on t amin at e d su b su rf ac e 
e nv ir on men t, a smal l  q ua n ti ty  ( 2  X 1 0 7  co lo ny  fo rmi ng  u ni t s pe r  ml [c f u/ ml ] ) of  n a ti ve  or  n on - na ti v e
mic ro or g an is ms co ul d  b e i nj ec te d  i nt o  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.
Nat iv e mic ro o rg an is ms wo u ld  b e i so la t ed  f ro m t he  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  t h en  r ei n je ct e d.
Rei nj ec t io n o f na ti v e mi c ro or ga n is ms  wo ul d n ot  b e  e xp ec t ed  t o  b e of  co nc e rn  e it h er  a t  t he 
b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea .  No n -n at iv e  ( bu t  n ot  g e ne ti c al ly  e n gi ne e re d)  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  mig h t
b e ob ta i ne d f ro m so me ot h er  f ie l d si t e, b ut  th en  in je ct e d at  bo th  t h e co n ta mi na t ed  a n d ba ck g ro un d 
a re as .  Fo r t he  n on - na ti v e mi cr o or ga n is ms , a  p os s ib le  c o ns eq u en ce  o f  i nj e ct in g t he se  mi cr oo r ga ni s ms 
wou ld  b e  t he  po ss ib l e mo v emen t o f th e  n on -n a ti ve  ba ct er i a th r ou gh  t h e gr o un dwat e r to  Be ar  Cr ee k.

Bec au se  no  i n je ct io n s of  ba ct er i a ha v e be en  un de r ta ke n e it he r  a t th e  b ac k gr ou nd  or  c o nt amin a te d
a re as  o f  t he  pr op os e d FRC, or  o n  t he  Oa k Ri d ge  Re se rv at i on , i t is  d i ff ic u lt  t o s pe cu l at e ho w f ar  no n- 
n at iv e mic ro o rg an is ms mi g ht  mov e  e it h er  i n t he  b a ck gr ou n d or  co nt ami na te d  a re as .  Ho wev er , t he re 
h av e be e n a n umbe r o f re c en t fi e ld  s i te  r eme di at i on  s tu d ie s i nv ol vi n g th e  i nj ec t io n o f no n- n at iv e 
mic ro or g an is ms in to  a va r ie ty  o f  g eo l og ic al l y di f fe re nt , a nd  co nt ami na nt - sp ec if i c, s u bs ur fa c e
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e nv ir on men ts  (Bou rq u in  e t  a l. 1 9 97 , Dyb as  e t  a l. 19 97 , Ste fa n  e t al  19 99 ) .  Res u lt s f ro m th e se  s t ud ie s
c ou ld  b e  e xt r ap ol at e d to  th e ba c kg ro u nd  a nd  co nt a mi na te d  a re a s of  t h e pr o po se d FRC.

Non -n at i ve  b a ct er ia  (1 09  ce ll s/ mL)  we re  i nj e ct ed  in to  a  sa nd y  g ro un d wa te r  a qu if e r at  a co nt a mi na t ed 
s it e in  Wi ch i ta , Ka n sa s o n two s ep ar a te  o cc a si on s  ( Bo ur q ui n e t al . 1 99 7) .  In  t h e fi r st  i ns t an ce ,
b ac te ri a  o nl y  wer e i nj ec t ed .  J u st  0 .00 5% o f  t he  in je ct e d ba c te ri a wer e r ec ov er e d in  an  e xt r ac ti o n we ll 
t ha t wa s  l es s  t ha n o ne  f o ot  ( 30  ce nt i me te rs )  a wa y .  Eve n  t ho u gh  t hi s  was  a sa nd y  a qu i fe r, t h e ba c te ri a
h ar dl y mov ed .  In  t h e se c on d in s ta nc e , gl uc o se  a n d ot he r  n ut r ie nt s wer e a dd ed  a l on g wit h th e  b ac t er ia 
i n a pu l se d mod e.  The  b a ct er ia  mo ve d  o nl y s li gh t ly  f ar t he r t ha n in  th e f ir st  t e st .  Ov er al l , th e  r es ul t s
s ug ge st  th at  98 % of  th e b ac te ri a  i nj e ct ed  mo ve d l es s th a n on e  i nc h ( two c en ti me t er s)  fr om t h e po i nt  o f
i nj ec ti o n (Re ar do n 1 99 9) .  A se c on d s tu dy  i n vo lv i ng  t he  in je c ti on  o f  a  n o n- na ti v e st r ai n in t o a s an dy 
a qu if er  at  Sc ho ol cr a ft , Mic hi ga n , ha s  a lr ea d y be e n de sc r ib ed  in  s ec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .2 (Dy ba s et  al . 1 99 7) .
The  r es u lt s s ug ge st  th at  no n- na t iv e b ac te ri a  d o n ot  mov e  g re a t di st a nc es , mos t l ik el y  b ec au s e th e 
c ar bo n s ou rc e  ( ac et a te ) c on ce nt r at io n s de cr e as e t o ba ck g ro un d  wit hi n  a  f e w ya rd s .  Bo th  o f t he se 
s tu di es  su gg e st  v er y  l imi te d mo v emen t  o f mi c ro or g an is ms  in  s a nd y aq u if er s .

I n co nt r as t, a th ir d  s tu d y in vo l ve d t he  i nj e ct io n  o f a n on -n a ti ve  s t ra in  of  b ac t er ia  (a t 1 X 1 01 1 cf u/ ml ) 
a lo ng  wi th  o x yg en  i n to  a  co nt ami na te d  s il ty  sa nd  aq ui fe r  i n Pen ns au k en , New J er s ey .  Th e ba c te ri a 
wer e fo u nd  t o  mov e a s mu c h as  6 5  f ee t  i n 20  da ys  (Ste fa n  e t a l. 1 99 9 ).  For  t hi s  s it e , mo ve men t was 
n ee de d t o ge t  d is pe r sa l o f th e b ac te r ia  t o l ar ge  pa rt s o f th e  c on ta min at e d ar ea ;  i n f ac t, t h e st r ai n of 
b ac te ri a  u se d  was  s p ec if i ca ll y s el ec t ed  b ec a us e i t di d n ot  a d he re  t o  a qu i fe r so l id s.  Yet , i n sp i te  o f t he 
a dh es io n -d ef i ci en t c ha ra c te r of  th is  st ra in  of  b a ct er ia , mos t  o f th e  b ac t er ia  r e ma in e d co nc e nt ra t ed  n ea r 
t he  i nj e ct io n  wel l.

The  s tu d ie s c it ed  s u gg es t  t ha t n on -n a ti ve  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  t ha t  wou ld  be  u s ed  a t t he  c o nt amin a te d a re a
wou ld  n o t mo v e an y g re at  di st an c e fr o m th e p oi nt  of  i nj e ct io n  u nl es s  t he y  wer e a dh es i on -d ef i ci en t .
Eve n so , t he  hi gh es t  c on c en tr at i on s o f mi cr o or ga n is ms  wo ul d b e ex pe c te d t o re ma i n ne a r th e i nj ec t io n
wel l.  Fin al l y, t he  co nc e nt ra ti o ns  o f  mic ro o rg an i sms us e d in  al l of  th es e  s tu di e s an d  t he  a mou nt s 
i nj ec te d  wer e  u se d i n at t empt s t o ac h ie ve  s i te  r e me di at i on .  Be ca us e  s it e -r emed i at io n  e xp er i me nt s  a t
t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a ar e  n ot  p a rt  o f  t hi s a ct io n , th e c on ce n tr at io n s an d  a mo un t s of  mi cr oo r ga ni s ms 
t ha t wo u ld  b e  i nj ec t ed  wo ul d be  mu ch  le ss  t h an  i n  t he se  st ud i es .  Ta ke n t og et he r , no n -n at iv e 
mic ro or g an is ms wo ul d  n ot  be  e xp e ct ed  to  r ea c h Be a r Cr ee k .  Fu rt he r i nf or mat io n o n th e  p ro po s ed  u s e
o f mi cr o or ga n is ms  a t  t he  FRC is  av ai l ab le  i n  App e nd ix  A.

4.1.3.1.4 Other Substances

Two  c la s se s o f ot he r  s ub s ta nc es  th at  co ul d b e in j ec te d a t th e  b ac kg r ou nd  or  c on t amin a te d ar e as  a r e
b io su rf a ct an t s an d c he la t or s.  To ex a mi ne  t h e in f lu en ce  of  s u rf ac ta n ts  p r od uc ed  by  c e rt ai n
mic ro or g an is ms (b io s ur fa c ta nt s)  on  c o nt amin a nt  c h ar ac te r is ti c s an d o n th e  mic ro b ia l c ommu ni t y,
b io su rf a ct an t s co ul d  b e i nj ec te d .  Bi os ur fa c ta nt s  wou ld  in cl u de  r ha mno li p id s, p o ly su l fo na te s , an d 
p ol ya lc o ho ls .

The  i nj e ct io n  o f a b io su r fa ct an t  e it h er  i nt o  t he  ba ck gr o un d o r th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea s  mig ht  be 
c on du ct e d to  ex amin e  t he  in fl ue n ce  o f  t he  b i os ur f ac ta nt  on  n a ti ve  mi cr oo r ga ni sms , on  th e in t er ac t io ns 
b et we en  na ti v e mi cr o or ga n is ms  a n d th e  c on ta min an t s, o r f or  o t he r re a so ns .  Be ca u se  b i os ur fa c ta nt s 
a re  b io d eg ra d ab le , t he y wou ld  n o t be  ex pe ct e d to  be  p er s is te n t if  i n je ct e d, a nd  th ey  wo ul d b e de g ra de d
wit hi n a  s ho r t di st a nc e o f th e i nj ec t io n po i nt .

To in ve s ti ga t e th e mob il i za ti on  an d i mmob il i za ti o n of  me ta ls  an d ra d io nu c li de s, ch el a to rs  c o ul d b e
i nj ec te d  i n t he  b ac k gr ou n d an d c on ta min at ed  ar ea s .  Typ i ca l c he la to r s wo u ld  i nc l ud e
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e th yl en e di ami ne te tr a ce ti c  a ci d ( EDTA) , ni tr i lo tr i ac et ic  ac id  (NTA), Na tu r al  Org a ni c Mat te r s uc h a s
h umic s, or  q u in on es .  In j ec ti on  co nc e nt ra ti o ns  wo ul d be  ex pe c te d to  ra ng e  f ro m 1 00  p p m to  1 ,00 0
p pm, al t ho ug h  mos t i nj ec t io ns  wo ul d b e at  t h e lo wer  c on c en tr a ti on s.  Mov e me nt  o f  t he s e su bs t an ce s 
t hr ou gh  th e a qu if er  to  Be ar  Cre e k sh o ul d be  co ns i de re d.

Met al s a nd  r a di on uc l id es  wo ul d b e ex p ec te d t o co mpl ex  mo re  r e ad il y wit h c he la to r s th a n wi th  aq ui f er 
s ol id s, an d t he  r es u lt in g  met al  or  r a di on uc l id e/ c he la te  co mp l ex es  wo ul d t he re fo r e be c ome mo r e
mob il e i n th e  g ro un d wa te r .  Howe ve r, re su lt s  f ro m a n on - go in g  s tu dy  at  a n ot he r f ie ld  si te  o n  t he  Oa k
Rid ge  Re se rv a ti on  s u gg es t  t ha t a t le a st  f or  so me  ra di on u cl id e /c he la t e co mpl ex es , s ed i me nt  mi ne ra l s
o ut co mp e te  t h e ch el a to r a nd  c omp le x wit h th e  r ad i on uc li d e (J ar di ne  et  a l . 19 99 b ) .  The  st ud y  was 
c on du ct e d at  a fi el d  s it e  wit h g eo lo g ic  a nd  ch emi ca l ch a ra ct e ri st ic s  t ha t  a re  s i mi la r  t o th o se  a t  t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .  In  t h is  s tu d y, i n je ct ed  ra di o nu cl id e /c he l at e co mpl ex e s we re  di ss o ci at ed  wi th i n 60 
f ee t of  th e i nj ec ti o n po i nt  a nd  th e r ad io nu c li de s  wer e a tt en u at ed  b y  t he  se di me n ts .  Th e re s ul ts  su gg es t 
t ha t ra d io nu c li de /c h el at e  c ompl e xe s t ha t mi g ht  b e  i nj ec t ed  a t  t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a mig ht  n o t re mai n
a s co mp l ex es  (a nd  t h er eb y  p ro mo t e mo b il iz at i on ), bu t th a t th e y mi gh t  b e b ro ke n a pa rt  su ch  t h at  t h e
r ad io nu c li de  wo ul d b e immob il iz e d af t er  a  s h or t d is ta nc e  a nd  wo ul d n ot  r e ac h Be a r Cr e ek .

4.1.3.2 Floodplain and Wetlands

Bea r Cr e ek  t r av er se s  t he  le ng th  of  t h e pr op o se d FRC.  Th us , i t in cl u de s a ss oc ia t ed  s e ct io ns  of  t h e
1 00 -y ea r  f lo o dp la in . I n 1 99 3, DOE pu b li sh ed  a “No ti ce  o f  Flo o dp la in / We tl a nd s In v ol ve men t fo r 
Env ir on men ta l  Res to r at io n  a nd  Wa st e Man ag eme nt  Ac ti vi ti e s at  th e DOE’s  Oa k Ri dg e  Res e rv at io n ;
Oak  Rid g e, TN, (5 8 FR 51 6 24 ).”  In  1 9 96 , th e  “ Fl o od pl ai n  Ass e ss me nt  fo r Sit e In v es ti g at io n
Act iv it i es  a t  t he  Oa k Ri d ge  Y-1 2  Are a  o f Re s po ns i bi li ty ”  ( DOE 1 99 3)  wa s p ub li sh e d.  The 
a ss es sme nt  a d dr es se d  g en e ra l co n st ru c ti on , s ampl e  c ol le c ti on , a nd  e n vi ro n me nt al  mo ni t or in g.  I n
a dd it io n , th e  a ss es s me nt  co ns id e re d b ot h in t ru si v e an d n on in t ru si ve  ac ti v it ie s.  On Mar ch  3 , 1 99 7 ,
DOE i ss u ed  a  “Flo od p la in  St at eme nt  o f  Fin di n gs  f o r Si te  In ve s ti ga ti o n Ac t iv it ie s  a t t he  Oak  Ri dg e 
Y-1 2 Pl a nt  Ar ea  o f Res po n si bi li t y.”  Th e St a te me n t of  Fi nd in g s st at e s, “ Mos t of  th e a ct iv it i es 
a dd re ss e d by  th e fl o od pl a in  a ss e ss me n t wi ll  re su l t in  n o  mea s ur ab le  impa c t of  f l oo dp l ai n cr o ss -
s ec ti on s  o r f lo od  s t ag e, an d th u s do  no t in c re as e  t he  r i sk  o f  f lo od i ng .”   The  a c ti vi t ie s pr o po se d  f or  t h e
FRC f al l  wit h in  t he  te rms  o f th e  Not i ce  o f Flo od p la in  a n d We t la nd s I nv ol v emen t.  The  No ti ce  of 
I nv ol ve men t, a su mma ry  o f  t he  Fl oo dp l ai n As s es sme nt , an d  t he  St at eme nt  o f  Fin di n gs  a r e in cl u de d i n
App en di x  D.

The  o nl y  FRC ac ti vi t ie s e xp ec te d  t o o cc ur  wi th in  fl oo dp l ai n a re as  wo ul d b e we ll  dr il l in g an d 
mon it or i ng  ( e .g ., i n st al l at io n o f pi e zo me te r s) .  Ty pi ca l  i ns t al la ti o ns  o f  wel ls  or  p i ez omet e rs , u si ng  f o r
e xa mp le , 2  f o ot  b y 6  i nc h  ( 0.41  me te r  b y 15 .24  c e nt imet e r)  d i amet er  pr ot e ct iv e c as in g  a nd  4  fo ot  by  3 
i nc h (0 .82  me te r by  7.62  ce nt ime te r)  di amet e r bo l la rd s wit h a  c on cr e te  p a d 3 in c he s h ig h an d  2  f e et 
l on g (7 .62  c e nt imet e rs  b y  .41  me te rs )  may  r e du ce  th e cr o ss -s e ct io na l  a re a  o f th e  f lo o dp la in  by  1 .64 
s qu ar e f ee t ( .5  s qu a re  me te rs ).  Thi s  r ed uc t io n i n vo lu me of  ev en  s e ve ra l  wel ls  wo ul d  b e ne g li gi b le 
wit hi n t he  t o ta l cr o ss -s e ct io na l  a re a  o f th e  f lo o dp la in .  We l l an d p ie zo met er  c o ns tr u ct io n t he re f or e,
wou ld  h a ve  a  ne gl ig i bl e i mp ac t o n th e  f lo od p la in .  Th e wel l p ad s wo u ld  mi ni mi ze  th e e ro si on 
p ot en ti a l of  th e we l ls  a n d bo ll a rd s.

Procedures for preventing migration of contaminants down boreholes would be developed and
described in the FRC management documents.  These procedures would include sealing the upper
few feet of shallow boreholes with low permeability bentonite or grout and installing conductor
casing across the unconsolidated zone and sealing with grout or bentonite prior to drilling to deeper
bedrock zones.
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At th e a pp ro p ri at e t ime, we ll s wou ld  be  p lu g ge d ( ba ck fi l le d wit h cl e an  s o il s)  a n d ab a nd on ed .  We l l
p lu gg in g  a nd  ab an do n me nt  wo ul d r es ul t  i n th e  r emo va l of  su rf a ce  s tr u ct ur e s (e .g . wel l he ad s)  an d
r es to ra t io n o f th e f or me r  g ra de .  Th i s ac ti v it y wou ld  h a ve  l i tt le  i mpa ct  on  f lo o ds ta g e or  f l oo dp l ai n
c ro ss -s e ct io n al  a re a , no r  wou ld  th er e  b e an  in cr e as e in  er os i on al  p o te nt i al  s in c e th e  wel lh e ad  a n d ot he r 
s ur fa ce  eq ui p me nt  wo ul d b e re mo v ed  a n d th e s it e r es to re d  t o t he  o ri g in al  gr ad e.

No st ru c tu re s  o r fa c il it i es  wou l d be  co ns tr u ct ed  in  t he  fl oo d pl ai n.  Mov e me nt  o f  h ea v y eq ui p me nt 
t hr ou gh  th e f lo od pl a in  wo ul d be  a te mpo ra ry  oc cu r re nc e a nd  wo ul d no t  i mp a ct  t he  ca pa c it y of  th e
f lo od pl a in  t o  s to re  or  c a rr y wa t er .  Th e imp ac ts  fr om t h e mo v emen t o f he a vy  e qu i pmen t  a lo ne  is 
e xp ec te d  t o b e ne gl i gi bl e .  To t he  e x te nt  p r ac ti c ab le , s ta gi n g ar ea s  a nd  ac ce ss  ro ad s  wou ld  be 
t empo ra r y, c o ns tr uc t io n wou ld  b e  l imi te d to  pe ri o ds  o f l ow p r ec ip it a ti on , a nd  s t ab il i za ti on  an d
r es to ra t io n o f th e a ff ec t ed  a re a s wo u ld  b e i ni ti a te d pr o mp tl y .

Wet la nd s  a re  in te rs p er se d  t hr ou g ho ut  th e pr o po se d  FRC.  Ma ny  ar e of t en  s mal l an d  a re  cl as si f ie d a s
p al us tr i ne  f o re st ed , s hr u b- sc ru b , or  emer ge n t we t la nd  t y pe s ( Co wa rd i n et  al . 19 7 9) .  Be ca us e  FRC
r es ea rc h  wou l d ta ke  pl ac e  o n sma ll  t e st  p lo t s (l e ss  t ha n  o ne  ac re ), it  i s  a nt ic i pa te d  t ha t a ny  we tl an ds 
f ou nd  i n  p ro p os ed  s e le ct e d re se a rc h a re as  c o ul d b e av oi d ed .  In  a dd i ti on , t he  l i mi te d  g ro un d -
d is tu rb i ng  a c ti vi ti e s as s oc ia te d  wit h  FRC r e se ar c h sh ou l d pr e cl ud e d amag e  t o ad j ac en t  wet la n ds  t h at 
mig ht  b e  i n p ro xi mi t y to  se le ct e d re s ea rc h a re as . The  U.S. Ar my  Cor p s of  En gi ne e rs  ( USACOE)  an d
TDEC ha v e re g ul at or y  r es p on si bi l it y f or  wet l an d man ag eme nt  a n d fo r mit ig a ti on  o f  i mp a ct ed 
r es ou rc e s.  FRC man a ge me n t wo ul d  c on s ul t wi t h USACOE an d  TDEC i f th e  p ot e nt ia l f or  i mpa ct s t o
wet la nd s  wou l d to  o c cu r.

4.1.3.3 Groundwater

The  p ri mar y g eo lo gi c  u ni t s of  i n te re s t in  t h e pr o po se d FRC a r e th e Nol ic h uc ky  Sh al e ( lo w
p er me ab i li ty )  a nd  Ma yn ar d vi ll e Limes t on e (h i gh  p e rmea bi l it y) .  Th e f lo w o f sh al l ow i n te rv al 
g ro un dwa te r ( up  t o 1 00  f e et ) in  th e l imes to n e oc c ur s th r ou gh  a sy st e m of  in te rc o nn ec t ed  f ra c tu re s  a nd 
s ol ut io n  c on d ui ts  a n d ca v it ie s.  Mos t  g ro un d wa te r  f lo w i n th e  s ha le  fo rma ti on  o c cu rs  in  t he  sh al l ow
i nt er va l  a nd  is  o ri e nt ed  al on g g eo lo g ic al  s t ri ke  an d is  ve ry  pr ed ic t ab le .  Th e s ha ll o w in te r va l
g ro un dwa te r i n bo th  ge ol o gi c un i ts  d i sc ha rg e s to  Be ar  Cr ee k o r it s t ri bu t ar ie s.  Any  ad di ti v es  t o  t he 
g ro un dwa te r i nt ro du c ed  a s  a  r es u lt  o f  FRC r e se ar c h ac ti v it ie s  ( e.g., n on t ox ic  c h emic a l tr ac e rs ,
n ut ri en t s, o r  mic ro b es ) mig ht  a l so  r e ac h su r fa ce  wa te r i nc lu d in g Be a r Cr e ek .  I t  i s e st imat e d th a t
g ro un dwa te r f lo w ra t es  a r e as  mu ch  a s  s ev en  fe et  in  2 4 h ou rs .  Fa te - an d- e ff ec t i nf or mat io n wou ld  be 
d et er mi n ed  p r io r to  in it i at io n o f FRC a pp li c at io n s th at  in cl u de  g ro u nd wa t er  a dd i ti ve s .  Per mea bl e 
r ea ct iv e  b ar r ie rs  h a ve  b e en  c on s tr uc t ed  a nd  in st a ll ed  b y  DOE EM-4 0 p ar al l el  a nd  ad ja c en t to  Be ar 
Cre ek .  Fo r s ome FRC s tu d ie s in  th e v ic in it y  o f t he se  b a rr ie r s it  mi gh t b e po ss i bl e t o us e t he  b a rr ie rs 
t o co nt a in  FRC gr ou n dwat e r ad di t iv es .

The  p ri mar y s ou rc es  of  g r ou nd wa t er  c o nt amin a ti on  wi th in  th e p ro po se d  FRC ar e th e  S-3  Di sp os a l
Pon ds  a n d th e  Bon ey a rd /Bu rn ya rd  (BY/ BY) .  Bo th  s o ur ce  a r ea s a re  u nd e rl ai n  b y No l ic hu c ky  Sha l e.
Con ta mi n an ts  wi th in  th e p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a in cl u de  h e av y me t al s, ra di on u cl id e s, VOCs , an d 
i no rg an i cs .  Th e pr i ma ry  pu rp os e  o f FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  b e t o in ve s ti ga t e th es e  c on t amin an t s i n si tu ,
t hu s at t empt i ng  t o p re ve n t th e mig ra t io n of  co nt a mi na nt s  o ff s it e.  Con se q ue nt ly , a  p o ss ib le  ne t
p os it iv e  i mp a ct  t o g ro un d wa te r i s an t ic ip at e d.

When drilling boreholes for the FRC, there would be a small potential for downhole migration of
shallow contaminants to deeper zones.  Procedures for minimizing migration of contaminants
during drilling and abandonment of boreholes and wells would be developed and described in the
FRC management documents.  These procedures would include sealing the upper few feet of
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shallow boreholes with low permeability bentonite or grout and installing conductor casing across
the unconsolidated zone and sealing with grout or bentonite prior to drilling to deeper bedrock
zones.

Gro un dwa te r p umpi ng  ac ti v it ie s a t an  FRC te s t pl o t (e .g ., pu mp/ sl ug  an d o th er  p u mp in g  t es ts , a nd 
t ra ce r e xp er i me nt s)  wo ul d  n ot  c o ll ec t  mor e t ha n 2 0,00 0 g al lo n s (7 6,0 00  L)  o f gr o un dwa te r pe r  y ea r .
I n ye ar s  whe n  l on g- t er m p umpi ng  te st s  wer e n ot  p e rf or me d , le s s th an  2,00 0  g al lo n s (7 ,60 0 L)  of 
g ro un dwa te r wou ld  b e  c ol l ec te d.  Simi la r vo l umes  wo ul d b e co l le ct ed  at  t h e ba ck g ro un d  s it e.
Con ta mi n at ed  gr ou nd wat er  wo ul d b e co l le ct ed  in  5 5 -g al lo n  d ru ms or  o t he r s ui ta bl e  c on t ai ne rs .
Tan ke r t ru ck s  wit h 1 0,00 0 - to  2 0 ,0 00 - ga ll on  (3 8,0 00 - to  76 ,0 0 0- L)  c a pa ci t y co ul d  a ls o  b e us e d du r in g
l on g- te r m pu mpi ng  t e st s wit h co n ta mi n at ed  g r ou nd wat er  b e in g t ra ns po r te d t o th e n ea rb y  Y-1 2 Wes t
End  Tre a tmen t  Fac il i ty  ( WETF) .  Th e s ta te  a l so  mi gh t al l ow d i sc ha rg e  o f c on ta mi n at ed  wa te r t o
i nf il tr a ti on  ba si ns  as  l o ng  a s t he re  wo ul d b e no  di re ct  di sc h ar ge  t o  Bea r  Cre ek .  In  th is  c a se , t re at me n t
wou ld  b e  d ef e rr ed  t o  f in a l cl ea n up  u n de r CERCLA.  Cle an  gr ou n dwat er  co ll e ct ed  f r om t h e
b ac kg ro u nd  s i te  wou l d be  re le as e d to  th e gr o un d.

As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 , t he  in tr od u ct io n  o f no n to xi c  t ra ce r s, n u tr ie nt s , el e ct ro n d on or s  a nd 
a cc ep to r s, mi cr oo rg a ni sms  a nd  o t he r s ub st an c es  mi gh t ha v e a l oc al  e f fe ct  (s ev er a l me t er s)  o n 
g ro un dwa te r c ha ra ct e ri st i cs , bu t  t he  ov er al l  g ro u nd wa te r  q ua l it y an d  f lo w wit hi n  Bea r  Cre ek  Va ll e y
wou ld  n o t be  af fe ct e d.  Any  p ur g ed  g r ou nd wa t er  f r om d ri l li ng  op er at i on s o r we ll  cl ea n -o ut  wo ul d b e
c ol le ct e d an d  d is po s ed  o f  a s pr e vi ou s ly  d es c ri be d .

I nj ec ti o n of  smal l q ua nt i ti es  o f  t ra c er s, e l ec tr o n do no r s an d  a cc ep t or s a nd  n ut r ie nt s , mi cr o or ga n is ms 
a nd  o th e r su b st an ce s  i nt o  t he  g r ou nd wat er  i s  p ar t  o f th e  p ro p os ed  a c ti on .  Su ff i ci en t  i nf or mat io n 
a lr ea dy  ex is t s to  p e rmit  es ti ma t es  o f  t he  p o te nt i al  i mp a ct s o f th e i nj ec t io n of  th es e  mat er i al s i nt o th e 
g ro un dwa te r.

4.1.3.3.1 Tracers

As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .1, t o  b et te r  u nd e rs ta nd  gr ou n dwat er  fl ow pa th s a nd  s p ee d, n o nt ox i c
a nd  n on - pe rs i st en t t ra ce r s co ul d  b e i nj ec te d  i n c on ce nt r at io n s ra ng i ng  f r om 5 00  pa rt s  p er  mi ll io n 
( pp m)  t o  1 0,0 00  p pm at  b o th  t he  ba ck g ro un d a nd  c o nt amin a te d a re as  o f  t he  pr op os e d FRC. Wo rt h 
c on si de r in g wou ld  b e  p ot e nt ia l a lt er a ti on s i n th e  g ro un d wa te r  c he mi s tr y f ro m th e  i nj e ct io n o f tr a ce rs 
i n bo th  th e b ac kg ro u nd  a n d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s.

For  mos t  s tu d ie s at  bo th  th e ba c kg ro u nd  a nd  co nt a mi na te d  a re a s, t he  tr ac e rs  t ha t  wou l d be  u s ed  wo ul d
b e no n- r ea ct i ve .  Th at  i s , th e c he mi c al  s tr u ct ur e  o f th e  t ra c er  t ha t  wou l d be  i n je ct e d wo ul d  b e t he  s ame 
s tr uc tu r e as  th e ch e mi ca l  t ha t wou ld  be  e xt r ac te d  i n do wns tr e am wel l s.  I t is  p o ss ib l e th at  re ac t iv e
t ra ce rs  su ch  as  b ac t er io p ha ge s o r mi c ro sp he r es  mi gh t be  in je c te d in t o bo t h th e b ac kg r ou nd  a n d
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s.  Whi l e th es e  r ea c ti ve  t r ac er s  wou ld  be  n o n- to xi c , th e y co ul d  s ti c k to  mi ne ra l 
p ar ti cl e s, c o ll oi ds  su sp e nd ed  i n  t he  gr ou nd wat er , b ac te r ia , a nd  p os s ib ly  ev en  c o nt ami na nt s i f in j ec te d
i nt o th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a.  Ho wev er , b ec au s e of  th e lo w c on c en tr at i on s a nd  l imi te d a mo un ts  th at 
wou ld  b e  i nj e ct ed , c ha ng e s to  t h e gr o un dwat e r ch e mi st ry  wo ul d  b e ex p ec te d  t o be  lo ca l iz ed  t o  3 0 o r
4 0 fe et  fr om th e in j ec ti o n po in t .  Du e to  t h e ap p ar en t d il ut i on  p ro c es se s  o pe ra t in g i n th e s ub su r fa ce  a t 
t he  b ac k gr ou n d an d c on ta min at ed  ar ea s , as  d e sc ri b ed  i n Sec ti o n 4.1.3 .1 .1 , g re at e r de g re es  o f  c ha n ge 
t o th e g ro un d wa te r c he mi s tr y wo u ld  b e  e xp ec t ed  c l os e to  th e i nj ec ti o n po i nt , bu t  t he s e ch an g es  wo ul d
d ro p of f  wit h  d is ta n ce  f r om t he  in je c ti on  p o in t.
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4.1.3.3.2 Electron Donors and Acceptors and Nutrients

As di sc u ss ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .2, t o  s ti mu l at e t he  a ct i vi ty  an d gr o wt h o f mi cr o or ga n is ms , e le ct r on 
d on or s o r ac c ep to rs  or  o t he r nu t ri en t s mi gh t  b e i nj ec te d  i n c on ce nt r at io n s ra ng i ng  f r om 1 00  pp m t o
1 ,0 00  p p m (i .e., 10 0  mg/ L t o 1,0 00  mg /L) at  bo th  th e ba c kg ro u nd  a nd  co nt a mi na te d  a re a s.  Be c au se 
o f th e a dd it i on  o f e le ct r on  d on o rs  a n d ac ce p to rs  or  n ut r ie nt s , it  i s  p os s ib le  t h at  t h e gr ou n dwat e r
c he mi st r y mi g ht  b e d ir ec t ly  o r p er si s te nt ly  ch an g ed , or  th at  ce rt ai n  s pe c ie s of  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  mi gh t
b e st imu la te d  t o ca u se  c h an ge s t o th e  g ro un d wa te r  c he mi s tr y.

I t is  p o ss ib l e th at  th er e  may  b e  s ome  l oc al i ze d c ha ng es  in  t h e gr ou n dwat e r ch emi st ry  of  t he 
b ac kg ro u nd  a n d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s du e  t o th e  a dd i ti on  o f  e le c tr on  d o no rs  or  a cc e pt or s  o r nu t ri en t s.
Howev er , i n l ig ht  o f  t he  smal l q ua nt i ti es  t h at  mi gh t be  ad de d , an d i n li g ht  o f t he  e x pe ct at i on  t h at 
n at iv e mic ro o rg an is ms wo u ld  u se  th es e  e le ct r on  d o no rs  o r  a cc e pt or s o r nu t ri en ts  fa ir l y qu ic k ly , t he re 
s ho ul d n ot  b e  a ny  s u st ai n ed  i mp a ct  t o  t he  g r ou nd wat er  c h emis t ry .  Wo rt h c on si de r in g wou ld  b e  t he 
i mp ac t f ro m t he  i nj e ct io n  o f el e ct ro n  d on or s  o r a cc ep to r s or  nu tr ie n ts  i n to  t he  co nt a mi na te d  a re a .  I n
t hi s ca s e, a  ch an ge  in  g r ou nd wa t er  c h emis tr y  c ou l d co nc e iv ab l y le ad  to  a  pe rman e nt  c h an ge  i n  t he 
mic ro bi a l co mmu ni ty , o r t o th e u nwan t ed  mob i li za t io n of  a co n ta mi na n t.

Aga in , t he re  ha ve  b e en  n o  d ir ec t  i nj e ct io ns  of  e l ec tr on  do no r s or  a c ce pt o rs , or  nu tr i en ts  a t  t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .  Ho we v er , th e  a dd i ti on  o f  a n e le ct ro n  d on o r (g ua r  g um)  d ur in g  t he  co ns tr u ct io n  o f
t he  t wo  pe rme ab le  r e ac ti v e ba rr i er s s er ve s a s a g oo d ex a mp le  of  wha t  c on s eq ue nc e s mi g ht  b e
e xp ec te d  ( Wa t so n an d  Gu 1 99 9) .  As  d e sc ri be d  i n Sec ti on  4.1.3 .1 .2 , t he  d e gr ad at i on  o f  g ua r g um b y 
s ub su rf a ce  mi cr oo rg a ni sms  r es ul t ed  i n  a  s tr o ng  s u lf ur  s mel l a lo ng  Be ar  Cr ee k.  Bec au s e th e s ul fu r 
s me ll  l e ss en e d an d d is ap p ea re d wit hi n  a  f ew mo nt h s, i t i s mo s t li ke l y th a t th e mic ro b ia l po p ul at i on s
i nv ol ve d  i n d eg ra di n g th e  g ua r g um d i ed  o ut  be ca u se  t he y  n o l on ge r h ad  a  fo od  s o ur ce .  Th e r ed uc t io n
i n smel l  t he r eb y su g ge st s  t ha t t he  mi cr ob ia l  p op u la ti on s  r et u rn ed  t o  t he i r pr e- e xp os u re  c ommun it y 
s tr uc tu r e.  As fo r t he  p o ss ib le  mo bi l iz at io n  o f a  c on ta min an t  i n th a t ar e a, c on t amin a nt  c on c en tr a ti on s
wer e lo wer  i n  wel ls  do wn s tr ea m f ro m t he  g ua r  g um “p lu me ”  ( Wa t so n an d  Gu 1 99 9) .

4.1.3.3.3 Microorganisms

To de te r mi ne  wh et he r  a dd i ng  mic r oo rg a ni sms t o a c on ta mi n at ed  su bs ur f ac e e nv ir on men t wou ld 
i mp ac t c on ta min an t mob il i ty , a s ma ll  qu an ti t y (2  X 10 7  cf u/ ml )  o f n at iv e o r no n -n at iv e 
mic ro or g an is ms mi gh t  b e i nj ec te d  i nt o  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.
Nat iv e mic ro o rg an is ms wo u ld  mos t  l ik e ly  b e s tr ai n s th at  wo ul d  b e is o la te d  f ro m t he  c o nt amin a te d
a re a an d  r ei n je ct ed .  No n -n at iv e  ( bu t  n ot  g e ne ti c al ly  e n gi ne e re d)  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  mig h t be  o b ta in e d
f ro m so me ot h er  f ie l d si t e, b ut  th en  in je ct e d at  on e or  bo th  th e co n ta mi n at ed  a n d ba c kg ro un d  a re a s.
For  t he  no n- n at iv e mic ro o rg an is ms, a  po ss ib l e co n se qu en c e of  in je ct i ng  t h es e mi c ro or g an is ms  wo ul d 
b e a po s si bl e , ve ry  lo ca l iz ed  p e rman e nt  s hi f t in  th e mi c ro bi a l co mmu ni ty  to  o ne  do mi n at ed  b y  t he 
n on -n at i ve  mi cr oo rg a ni sm, o r a p os si b le  p er man en t  c ha ng e  i n t he  g ro u nd wa t er  c he mis tr y .  The s e
p os si bl e  c ha n ge s wo u ld  b e  l imit e d to  a fe w f ee t f ro m th e  i nj e ct io n p oi nt .

As di sc u ss ed  in  s ec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .3, a t  t he  l o w in j ec ti on  co nc e nt ra ti o ns  t h at  wou l d be  us ed , t he 
mic ro or g an is ms wo ul d  n ot  be  e xp e ct ed  to  b e p re se n t in  a  la rg e  a re a o f th e  g ro un d wa te r , an d t he re f or e
t he y wo u ld  b e  u nl ik e ly  t o  c ha ng e  t he  gr ou nd wat er  ch emis t ry  o f  l ar ge  ar ea s .

4.1.3.3.4 Other Substances

As di sc u ss ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .3, t wo cl as s es  o f  o th er  su bs t an ce s t ha t mig ht  b e  i nj e ct ed  a t  t he 
b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea s  a re  bi os ur f ac ta n ts  a nd  ch el a to rs .  Ag ai n , in je c ti on  co nc en t ra ti o ns 
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wou ld  b e  e xp e ct ed  t o  r an g e fr om 10 0 p pm t o 1 ,0 00  pp m, a l th ou g h mo st  in je c ti on s wou ld  be  a t t he 
l ower  c o nc en t ra ti on s .

Bas ed  o n  t he  di sc us s io n o f th e r es ul t s fr om wo rk  at  a no t he r Oak  Rid g e Re s er va ti o n fi e ld  s it e , as 
p re se nt e d in  Se ct io n  4 .1 .3.1.3, it  d o es  n ot  ap pe a r th at  in je c ti on  o f  c he l at or s wou ld  si gn if i ca nt l y af fe c t
t he  g ro u nd wa t er  c ha r ac te r is ti cs  of  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  ( Ja r di ne  e t  a l. 19 99 ).  Che l at or s wou ld  no t be 
a dd ed  t o  t he  ba ck gr o un d a re a.

Als o, a s  d is c us se d i n Se c ti on  4 .1.3.1 .3 , th e  i nj e ct io n o f bi o su rf ac t an ts  in  t he  ba ck g ro un d a nd 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s wou ld  no t be  ex pe c te d to  af fe c t a la r ge  a r ea  o f t he  s u bs ur fa c e or  be  p er s is te n t.  Fo r 
t he se  r e as on s , no  l a rg e e ff ec t o n gr o un dwat e r wo u ld  b e a nt ic i pa te d.

4.1.4 Ecological Resources

Eco lo gi c al  r e so ur ce s  e va l ua te d f or  i mpa ct s i nc lu d e se ns i ti ve  te rr es t ri al  an d aq u at ic  sp ec ie s , pr o te ct ed 
n at ur al  ar ea s , an d man ag e d wi ld l if e r es ou rc e s.  The se  r e so ur c es  a re  di sc u ss ed  i n  t he  fo ll owi ng 
p ar ag ra p hs .

4.1.4.1 Terrestrial Resources

As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 3 .0 , th e  p ro p os ed  c o nt ami na te d a re a a nd  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea  wo ul d  b e lo c at ed 
wit hi n 2 00  a c re s of  th e BCV.  Ho we ve r , be ca u se  o f  t he  t y pe  o f  r es ea r ch  p r ef er re d , on l y smal l  p or t io ns 
o f th e FRC wo ul d be  ut il i ze d.  I t is  es ti ma t ed  t h at  mos t  r es e ar ch  a c ti on s  wou ld  ha ve  a fo ot p ri nt  of  l es s 
t ha n on e  a cr e  a nd  l i ke ly  wo ul d b e si t ua te d i n ar e as  i n whi ch  si te  c l ea ri n g ha s o cc ur r ed  o r p as t
c on st ru c ti on  ac ti vi t ie s h av e al r ea dy  ch an ge d  t he  pr ed omi na nt  la nd sc a pe .  As  a  r e su lt , i t is  an ti c ip at ed 
t ha t fe w t er r es tr ia l  r es o ur ce s wou ld  be  i mp a ct ed  by  FRC- re la t ed  a ct i vi ti e s. I n t he  e v en t th a t pr e vi ou sl y 
u nk no wn  se ns i ti ve  r e so ur c es  wer e  d is c ov er ed  du ri n g FRC p la nn i ng  a ct i vi ti e s (e .g ., si t e pl an 
e va lu at i on s o r si te  de si g n co ns t ru ct i on ), e f fo rt s  t o av o id  i mpa ct s wou ld  be  c on d uc te d  a nd  s p ec if i c
r es ea rc h  s it e s wo ul d  b e mov ed  a way  f r om s en s it iv e  r es ou r ce s.

As de sc r ib ed  in  App e nd ix  E, t he  U.S. Fi sh  a n d Wi l dl if e Ser vi c e ha s i nd ic a te d two  f ed e ra ll y l is te d 
e nd an ge r ed  s p ec ie s, th e g ra y ba t  ( Myo ti s g ri se s ce ns )  a nd  t h e In d ia na  b a t (Myo ti s s od al i s) , ma y i nh ab i t
a n ar ea  ne ar  th e pr o po se d  FRC.  Mi st n et ti ng  ha s b ee n co n du ct e d sp ec i fi ca l ly  f or  ba ts  in  t he  Ea st  Fo rk 
Pop la r Cre ek  ba si n ( ORR p er so na l  c ommun ic at i on ).  Acc or d in g t o in fo r ma ti o n pr ov i de d b y ORNL
a nd  Dr. Mi ch a el  J . Har ve y  o f Te n ne ss e e Te ch n ol og i ca l Un i ve rs i ty  i n Coo ke v il le , Ten ne s se e,
s ig ni fi c an t mis tn et t in g e ff or ts  we re  co nd uc t ed  i n  t he  Ea st  Fo rk  Pop l ar  Cr ee k wa t er sh e d, i nc l ud in g 
Bea r Cr e ek , i n 19 92  an d 1 99 7.  The  1 9 97  e ff o rt s r es ul te d  i n t he  c ol l ec ti o n of  1 4  b at s  r ep re s en ti n g si x
s pe ci es .  No  In di an a  b at s  o r gr a y ba t s we re  ca pt u re d in  th e 1 99 7 ef f or ts .  Th e 1 99 2 e ff or ts  we re  no t as 
e xt en si v e as  th os e i n 19 9 7, a nd  fo ur  ba ts  r e pr es e nt in g t wo  s p ec ie s wer e c ol le ct e d.  I t wa s n ot ed  in 
b ot h su r ve ys  th at  s i gn if i ca nt  p o te nt i al  h ab i ta t f or  t he  In di a na  b at  ex is t ed  i n t he  Ea st  For k  Pop l ar  Cre e k
wat er sh e d.  An In di a na  b a t wa s c ol le c te d on  th e ORR i n t he  1 9 50 s, a n d su r ve y ef f or ts  on  t he  ORR
h av e no t  b ee n  e xt en s iv e e no ug h t o de f in it el y  e st a bl is h o r re f ut e cu r re nt  us e by  th is  sp ec ie s .

I n 19 94 , a  mo ri bu nd  gr ay  ba t wa s  f ou n d in  t h e Be t a- 3 bu i ld in g  o f th e  Y-1 2  c ompl e x, n e ar  a re a s
p ro po se d  f or  si ti ng  of  t h e FRC.  The  sp ec ime n wa s  i de nt i fi ed  by  r es e ar ch e rs  a t t he  Un iv er si t y of 
Ten ne ss e e an d  s ub mi t te d t o th e U.S. Fis h an d  Wil d li fe  Se rv ic e .  The  co nd i ti on  o f  t hi s  j uv en i le 
s pe ci me n  i nd i ca te d i t ma y  h av e u ti li z ed  t he  bu il d in g as  ro os t in g ha b it at .  Ot he r  s ui t ab le  b u il di n gs  o n
t he  ORR ma y a ls o se r ve  a s  r oo st i ng  h a bi ta t f or  a  va ri et y  o f b at  s pe c ie s.  Lit tl e  Tur t le  Cav e , lo c at ed  o n 
t he  ORR ne ar  th e Y- 1 2 pl a nt , wa s  s ur v ey ed  b y  t he  Te nn es s ee  De pa rt me n t of  En vi ro n me nt  an d
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Con se rv a ti on  in  1 99 6 .  Te n ma le  gr ay  ba ts  we re  f o un d in  th e c av e an d  i t was  d et e rmin e d th at  th e c av e
c ou ld  s e rv e a s a hi b er na c ul um f o r a b ac he lo r  c ol o ny .

I n Fe br u ar y 2 00 0, Oa k Ri d ge  Nat i on al  La bo ra t or y c ompl et e d an  As se ss men t a nd  Eva l ua ti o n of 
Pot en ti a l Ro o st in g a nd  Fo ra gi ng  Ha bi t at s fo r  t he  gr ay  a n d I nd ia na  ba ts  (App en di x  G.).  Th e
a ss es sme nt  wa s co nd u ct ed  in  t he  BCV wat er sh e d, t h e lo ca t io n o f th e p ro po s ed  FRC.  Th e  a ss es s me nt 
d id  n ot  in cl u de  t he  EFPC wa te rs h ed  b e ca us e t he  FRC wo ul d  n ot  be  l oc a te d o r ha ve  an  i mpa ct  o n  t he 
EFPC wa t er sh e d.  Th e  a ss e ss me nt  co nc l ud ed  t h at  t h e pr op o se d FRC wou l d no t  a dv er s el y a ff ec t e it he r 
b at  s pe c ie s.  Als o, si nc e  n o pr o po se d  o r de s ig na t ed  c ri t ic al  ha bi ta t s ar e  p re se n t on  th e si t e, n o ne  wou l d
b e af fe c te d.  The  Fi sh  a n d Wi ld l if e Ser vi ce  co nc u rr ed  wi th  t h is  c on c lu si o n in  a  le tt e r da te d  Feb r ua ry 
1 0, 2 00 0  ( Ap p en di x E).

Wit hi n t he  c o nt amin a te d a re a an d  b ac k gr ou nd  ar ea , n o ot h er  t h re at en e d or  en da ng e re d s pe ci es  or 
c ri ti ca l  h ab i ta t li s te d, or  p ro p os ed  to  b e l is te d , by  t h e Fi s h an d Wil dl i fe  Ser v ic e i s kn own  t o b e pr es e nt .
I n th e e ve nt  th at  a  ra re  or  s en s it iv e  s pe ci e s we r e id en t if ie d  d ur in g  FRC pl an ni n g ac t iv it ie s , ev e ry  e ff o rt 
t o ad ju s t sp e ci fi c r es ea r ch  s it e s ou t  o f an y  a re a  o f co n ce rn  wo ul d b e ma d e.  NABIR wo ul d ha v e th e 
f le xi bi l it y o f ad ju s ti ng  fi el d a ct iv i ti es  t o  n ew lo ca ti o ns  t o  a ll ow fo r t he  p ro t ec ti o n of  p o te nt i al ly 
s en si ti v e ha b it at s.

The  e nt i re  l e ng th  o f  Bea r  Cre ek , f ro m i ts  b e gi nn i ng  wit h in  t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  t h ro ug h 
t he  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea , i s d es ig na t ed  a n  Aqu at i c Na t ur al  Ar ea .  In  a dd i ti on , muc h o f th e  l an d a dj ac e nt  t o
t he  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a ha s b ee n d es ig na t ed  p a rt  o f t he  Oa k Ri dg e 
Nat io na l  Env i ro nmen t al  Re se ar ch  Pa rk  (NERP) .  A p or ti on  of  t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  ( t he  Y- 
1 2 ar ea )  a nd  th e en t ir e b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea  i s c on ta i ne d wi t hi n t he  NERP.  Ac ti vi ti e s ne e de d to  su pp o rt 
s it e ch a ra ct e ri za ti o ns , t o ob ta i n re s ea rc h- q ua li t y sa mp l es , a nd  i n si tu  re se ar c h wo u ld  n ot  impa c t or 
i nt er fe r e wi t h th es e  d es i gn at ed  ar ea s .  Any  on go i ng  r es e ar ch  pr oj ec t s in  ar ea s c on si d er ed  p a rt  o f  t he 
Nat io na l  Env i ro nmen t al  Re se ar ch  Ar ea  or  Ref e re nc e  Are a wou ld  be  a vo i de d.

ORNL ma n ag es  mu ch  o f  i ts  la nd  f o r ga me sp ec i es  i n cl ud in g  l an d  wit hi n  t he  pr op os e d co n ta mi na t ed 
a re a an d  b ac k gr ou nd  ar ea .  As  s u ch , p or ti on s  o f t he se  a r ea s a re  u ti l iz ed  du ri ng  hu nt i ng  s ea s on s.
Eff or ts  wo ul d  b e ma d e to  li mi t FRC a c ti vi ti e s du r in g se a so na l  h un ti n g pe r io ds .  In  a d di ti on , s pe c if ic 
FRC f ie l d re s ea rc h a re as  wo ul d n ot  b e  p la ce d  i n a re as  p o pu la r  wit h h un te r s.  As  a re s ul t, n o  i mp a ct s to 
man ag ed  wi ld l if e re s ou rc e s wo ul d  b e a nt ic ip a te d.

4.1.4.2 Aquatic Resources

Muc h of  th e p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a an d b ac kg r ou nd  a r ea  a r e si tu a te d e it he r wit hi n  t he  r i pa ri a n
z on e of  Be ar  Cr ee k o r ad j ac en t t o it .  Be ar  Cr ee k  h as  b e en  q u an ti ta t iv el y  mon it o re d a nd  h as  be en 
d es ig na t ed  a s  h av in g  a  d e gr ad ed  fi sh  co mmun i ty  e s pe ci al l y in  he ad wa t er  l o ca ti on s .  Mo st  o f t he 
p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a an d b ac kg r ou nd  a r ea  a r e lo ca t ed  a t  t he  h e ad wa t er s of  Be ar  Cr ee k.
Sev er al  mi nn o w sp ec i es  we re  d et e rmin e d to  b e  t he  pr ed omi na nt  fi sh  s p ec ie s  i n th e se  u p st re am
p or ti on s  o f Bea r Cr e ek  a n d ar e i nd ic a ti ve  o f  a  l o w sp ec i es  d i ve rs it y  ( So u th wo rt h  e t a l. 1 99 2 , Hi n zman 
e t al . 1 99 5) .  Be nt h ic  i n ve rt eb r at e f au na  c o ll ec t io ns  s h ow a  si mi la r  p at t er n wi t h a d iv er se  be nt h ic 
f au na  we ll  e s ta bl is h ed  a t  d owns t re am lo ca ti o ns  ( o ut si de  th e p ro po se d  FRC)  a nd  a  de pa u pe ra te  be nt h ic 
c ommu ni t y wi t hi n th e  p ro p os ed  c o nt ami na te d a re a a nd  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea  ad ja c en t to  Be ar  Cr ee k.

Rec en t r es ea r ch  h as  in di c at ed  a n  i mp r ov emen t  i n s pe ci es  di ve r si ty  wi th in  th e up p er  r e ac he s o f Be a r
Cre ek ; h owev e r, t he  fi sh  po pu la t io n i s st il l  c on s id er ed  impa i re d.  The  Te nn es se e  d ac e , a mi n no w, is 
l is te d b y th e  Ten ne s se e Wil dl if e  Res o ur ce  Ag en cy  as  a  s e ns it i ve  s pe c ie s i n ne ed  of  ma na ge me n t, a n d
i s th e o nl y s en si ti v e sp e ci es  l i ke ly  to  b e e nc ou n te re d i n th e  p ro po s ed  FRC st ud y  a re a .  The  da ce  wa s
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f ou nd  a t  a ll  si te s i nc lu d in g th o se  a t  t he  h e ad wa t er s of  Be ar  Cr ee k.  As d es cr ib e d in  Se ct io n  4 .1 .3.1, t h e
s ma ll  s c al e o f di st u rb an c e re qu i re d t o co nd u ct  FRC re se a rc h wit hi n t he  c o nt amin a te d a re a an d 
b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea , an d  t he  li mi te d  q ua n ti ti es  of  ma te ri al s  t ha t  wou ld  be  i n je ct ed  sh ou l d pr ec l ud e a ny 
p ot en ti a l fo r  i mp ac t . In  ad di ti o n, p e rmea bl e  r ea c ti ve  b a rr ie r s ha ve  be en  co ns tr u ct ed  an d in s ta ll e d by 
DOE Env i ro nme nt al  Ma na ge men t pa r al le l  a nd  a d ja ce n t to  Be ar  Cr ee k in  th e p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d
a re a.  For  s o me  FRC st ud i es  i n t he  v i ci ni ty  of  t h es e ba r ri er s  i t mi g ht  b e  p os si b le  t o  u se  t h e ba r ri er s t o
c on ta in  FRC g ro un dwa te r a dd it iv e s.

Whi le  i t  i s n ot  a nt i ci pa t ed  t ha t  FRC- re la te d  a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d  h av e a ny  i mpa ct  o n  a qu a ti c re s ou rc e s, t he 
s en si ti v e st a tu s of  th e Ten ne ss e e da c e in  Be ar  Cr ee k ma k es  i t  l ik el y  t ha t  a dd it i on al  me as ur e s to 
p ro te ct  th e s pe ci es  mi gh t  b e re q ui re d  i f a s pe ci f ic  r es e ar ch  pl ot  i s  c ho s en  i n p ro xi mit y to  Be ar  Cr ee k.
Any  s uc h  a dd i ti on al  me as u re s wo u ld  b e  d et er min ed  an d do c umen t ed  d ur i ng  t h e pr oj e ct ’s 
e nv ir on men ta l  r ev ie w p ro c es s. Ot he r e va lu at i on  c o ul d in c lu de  co nd uc t in g mon it or i ng  a c ti vi ti e s to 
d et er mi n e th e  p re -e x is ti n g co nd i ti on  of  s pe c if ic  re ac he s  o f Bea r Cr e ek  i n  p ro xi mit y t o se le c te d
r es ea rc h  p lo t s.  Pe r io di c  mon it o ri ng  by  ORNL o f a qu at ic  an d b en th ic  re so u rc es  wi th in  ad ja ce n t
r ea ch es  mi gh t  b e co n du ct e d to  d e te rmi ne  i f FRC a c ti vi ti e s wo u ld  r es u lt  i n  i mp ac t  t o t he  Ten n es se e 
d ac e or  it s f or ag e b as e.

4.1.5 Archaeological, Cultural, and Historic Resources

Acc or di n g to  th e Te n ne ss e e St at e  His t or ic  Pr es er v at io n Off ic e r, n o c ul tu r al  r es o ur ce s  h av e b ee n
i de nt if i ed  wi th in  t h e pr o po se d c on ta min at ed  ar ea  an d ba c kg ro u nd  a re a  ( Ap p en di x E).  Sev er al  hi st o ri c
s it es  e x is t i n pr ox i mi ty  to  t he  pr op o se d FRC b ut  no ne  a r e lo c at ed  wi th in  it s bo u nd ar i es .  Be ca us e  t he 
s ca le  o f  p ot e nt ia l d is tu r ba nc e wou ld  be  s ma l l (l e ss  t ha n  o ne  ac re ) a nd  r e se ar ch  wo ul d  t ak e p la ce  in 
p re vi ou s ly  d i st ur be d  a re a s, i t i s un l ik el y t ha t p re vi ou s ly  u n kn own h is to r ic  r es o ur ce s  wou ld  be 
d is co ve r ed  d u ri ng  a c ti vi t ie s ne e de d t o su pp o rt  s i te  c ha r ac te r iz at io n s, t o  o bt ai n  r es e ar ch -q u al it y 
s ampl es , o r i n si tu  re se ar c h.  I f in  t h e co u rs e of  co nd u ct in g FRC a c ti vi ti e s, a r ch ae ol o gi ca l , cu lt u ra l, or 
p re hi st o ri c r es ou rc e s we r e di sc o ve re d , the state historic preservation office would be notified and
measures would be initiated to eliminate impact.

4.1.6 Land Use, Recreation, and Aesthetic Resources

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a li e e nt ir e ly  wit h in  t h e Be ar  Cr ee k  Val le y  a t
ORNL.  Lan d u se s wi t hi n t he  BCV in cl u de  d ev e lo pe d  a re as  su ch  as  t ho s e ne a r th e Y-1 2 p la nt , t he  S- 3
Pon ds  Si te , was te  c o nt ro l  a re as  th at  ar e op e n an d  h ig hl y  v is i bl e, a n d cl o se d fo r es te d  a re as  th at  ar e pa r t
o f th e Y-1 2 r es er va t io n.  Whi le  th er e  may  b e  h un t in g ac t iv it i es  i n t he se  ar ea s s ev er a l ti me s  d ur i ng  t he 
y ea r, a c ce ss  is  r es t ri ct e d.

New f ac i li ti e s th at  wo ul d  b e ne e de d i nc lu de  two f ie ld  o f fi ce / la bo ra t or y t ra il er s —o ne  to  b e l oc at e d at 
t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a an d  o ne  a t  t he  ba ck gr o un d a re a.  The  o n ly  i nt r us io n  e xp ec t ed  t o  i mp ac t  e xi s ti ng 
l an d us e s wo u ld  b e t he  p l ac emen t  o f t he  t ra i le rs  to  s up p or t a ct iv it i es  n e ar  t he  lo ca t io n of  di sc r et e
r es ea rc h  a re a s wi th i n th e  FRC.  In  a l l ca se s , th e  t ra il e r wo u ld  b e p ar t o f an  a l re ad y  d ev el o pe d a re a an d 
wou ld  b e  c omp at ib le  wi th  th e immed ia t e su rr o un di n gs .  I n  t he  ba ck gr o un d a re a, s o me  c l ea ri ng  wo ul d 
n ee d to  be  d o ne  t o p la ce  a tr ai l er  i n  p ro xi mit y t o th e r es ea r ch  a re a s.  Howev er , e ve r y ef fo r t wo u ld  b e
mad e to  lo ca t e th e t ra il e r in  a n  a re a  t ha t h as  b e en  p re v io us l y di st u rb ed  (e .g ., po we r li ne  r i gh t o f wa y o r
p as t ar e a of  re se ar c h) .  Ac ti vi t ie s u nd er ta k en  t o  s up po r t si t e ch ar a ct er i za ti on s , ob t ai n re s ea rc h -q ua li t y
s ampl es , a nd  co nd uc t  i n si tu  re se ar c h mi g ht  r es u lt  i n  s ho rt - te rm impa ct s  t o v is ua l a es th e ti c re s ou rc e s,
e sp ec ia l ly  d u ri ng  t h e si t e ch ar a ct er i za ti on  ph as e  o f re s ea rc h .  Dri l l ri g s, a n i nc re a se  i n s it e p er so nn e l,
a nd  s up p or t v eh ic le s  mig h t be  n e ed ed .
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Rec re at i on al  us es  i n  t he  ar ea  s u rr ou n di ng  t h e ORR i nc lu d e fi s hi ng , b oa ti n g, h un t in g, hi ki ng , a nd 
c ampi ng .  Ac c es s to  th e ORR i s c on tr o ll ed , a nd  r e cr ea ti o na l u se s wi t hi n ORR a re  li mi t ed  t o c on tr o ll ed 
h un ts  d u ri ng  ce rt ai n  s ea s on s.  Wit hi n  t he  p r op os e d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  a nd  ba ck gr o un d a re a, d e er  a n d
t ur ke y h un ts  ar e he l d an n ua ll y e xc ep t  i n ar e as  i mme di at e ly  a d ja ce nt  to  t h e Y- 12  pl an t  a nd  i t s di s po sa l
a re as  i n  Bea r  Cre ek  Va ll e y.  Be c au se  th es e s ea so n al  a ct i vi ti e s ar e s ch ed u le d we l l in  ad va nc e , FRC
man ag eme nt  wo ul d pl a n to  mi ni mi z e ac t iv it ie s  d ur i ng  h un t in g s ea so ns  to  a v oi d th e  p ot e nt ia l f or 
i mp ac t.

Vis ua l/ a es th e ti c re s ou rc e s ra ng e  f ro m r el at i ve ly  cl os ed  fo re s ts   to  de ve l op ed  a r ea s t ha t in c lu de  wa st e
c on tr ol  ar ea s  a nd  s t or ag e  y ar ds  fo r s cr ap  me ta l a nd  o th e r ma t er ia ls .  Th e  o nl y v is ua l  i nt ru s io ns 
a nt ic ip a te d a s a re s ul t o f impl e me nt a ti on  o f  FRC re se ar c h wo u ld  b e t he  p l ac emen t  o f t wo  s up p or t
t ra il er s  a nd  th e te mpo ra r y pl ac e me nt  of  d ri l li ng  ri gs  a n d ot h er  e qu i pmen t  n ea r s pe ci f ic  r es e ar ch  si te s
i n th e p ro po s ed  c on t amin a te d ar e a an d  b ac kg r ou nd  ar ea .  Ef fo r ts  wou l d be  ma de  t o  l oc a te  t ra i le rs  an d
e qu ip me n t in  ar ea s p re vi o us ly  d i st ur b ed  t o l imit  th e po t en ti a l fo r v is ua l  i nt ru s io n.  No imp ac ts  ar e
e xp ec te d  f ro m FRC a c ti vi t ie s.

4.1.7 Socioeconomic Impacts

As st at e d in  Se ct io n  3 .1 .7, t he  la bo r  f or ce  in  t h e fo ur  co un t y ar ea  in  1 9 98  was  28 0,1 90 .  Th e wo r k
f or ce  f o r th e  p ro po s ed  FRC is  a n ti ci p at ed  t o  b e s ma ll : p os si b ly  a  s t af f o f up  t o  s ix  in di vi d ua ls , s ome o f
who m wo u ld  b e  p ar t- t ime e mp lo ye e s of  th e FRC.  Re se ar ch e rs  f r om ORNL, ot h er  n at i on al 
l ab or at o ri es , u ni ve r si ti e s, a nd  ot he r  r es ea r ch  i n st it ut i on s wou ld  v i si t t he  p ro p os ed  FRC to  co nd u ct 
e xp er ime nt s a nd  c ol l ec t s ampl es .  Th e  n umbe r s of  vi si to r s at  an y on e  t ime  wou ld  be  s mal l, b u t co u ld 
b e as  ma ny  a s  2 4 on  oc ca s io n.  Vis it in g  s ta f f an d s ci en t is ts  wo ul d c on tr ib u te  i n  a  b en e fi ci a l ma nn e r to 
t he  l oc a l ec o no my  b y  staying in local hotels and using local services.  There would be no negative
impact to the socioeconomics of the Oak Ridge area as a result of FRC activities.

4.1.8 Human Health

As de sc r ib ed  in  App e nd ix  C, ORNL wou l d de ve l op  a n  o ve ra l l Ma n ag emen t  Pla n  f or  t h e FRC t ha t
wou ld  e x pl ai n  t he  g o al s a nd  o bj e ct iv e s of  t h e FRC, ro le s  a nd  re sp on s ib il i ti es  o f   FRC s ta ff ,
p ro ce du r es  f o r in ve s ti ga t or s to  fo ll o w, a nd  pr oc e du re s f or  s t or ag e o f ma t er ia l a nd  wa st e di s po sa l .  To
a dd re ss  po te n ti al  ES&H i s su es  a s so ci a te d wi t h hu man  h ea l th  a n d en vi r on me n ta l pr o te ct i on , ORNL
wou ld  a l so  d e ve lo p t he  f o ll owin g  p la n s: 

•  an action-specific health and safety plan detailing potential pathways of exposure and best
management practices to reduce those hazards;

•  a characterization and waste control plan;

•  a contingency plan to address offsite migration of any nutrients or other chemicals used in
conjunction with NABIR research activities; and

•  a site closure plan.

Alt ho ug h  i mp o rt an t f or  o p er at in g  t he  pr op os e d FRC, th is  EA s e ek s to  ev al u at e po t en ti a l impa c ts  t o 
h uman  h e al th  an d th e  e nv i ro nmen t  p ri o r to  s e le ct i ng  t he  FRC.  For  p u rp os e s of  t h is  e v al ua ti o n, h e al th 
a nd  s af e ty  i s su es  t o  b e e va lu at e d in c lu de :



Environmental Assessment
for the Selection and Operation of the Proposed Field Research Centers for the NABIR Program

06/30/00

4 15

•  exposure to contaminated soils and groundwater,

•  occupational hazards associated with a drilling/construction site, and

•  hazards associated with accidental releases of stored liquid chemicals or materials.

4.1.8.1 Exposure to Contaminated Soils and Groundwater

The re  a r e two  p ri ma r y hu man  h ea l th  i s su es  a s so ci a te d wi t h ex p os ur e t o co n ta mi na t ed  s o il s an d 
g ro un dwa te r f ro m th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a at  ORNL.  Th e fi r st  i s su e is  po te n ti al  r a di at i on  e xp o su re 
f ro m gr o un dwa te r an d  s oi l s/ se di men ts  wi th  r a di oa c ti ve  c o nt ami na nt s.  The  se co nd  is su e  i s po t en ti a l
c he mi ca l  t ox i ci ty  o f  t he  co nt ami na nt s  t ha t may  b e  i n gr o un dwa te r an d  s oi l s/ se di men ts  fr om t h e
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

Bec au se  of  t h e pr op o se d n at ur e o f op e ra ti on , p ot e nt ia l e xp os u re s co u ld  o c cu r du r in g d ri ll in g  a nd 
s ampl in g  o pe r at io ns  in  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  a nd / or  i n t he  p r oc es si n g an d  a na ly s is  o f  s ampl e s
o bt ai ne d  f ro m t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a.  Suc h e xp os u re s co u ld  b e  t o FRC s ta f f or  t o  s ci e nt is ts . To
mit ig at e  t he s e po te n ti al  ex po su r es , a  c ombi n at io n  o f pe r so na l  p ro te c ti ve  eq ui pme nt , p er so nn e l
t ra in in g , ph y si ca l d es ig n  f ea tu r es , a nd  o th e r co n tr ol s ( e.g., l imit i ng  e x po su re  ti me s ) wo ul d  b e r eq ui re d 
t o en su r e th a t wo rk e r an d  v is it o r pr o te ct io n  wou l d be  ma in ta i ne d fo r  a ll  pr op os e d FRC-r el at e d
a ct iv it i es .  In  a dd i ti on , OSHA r eg ul a ti on s t ha t p er ta in  to  c o ns tr uc t io n a nd  wel l  i ns t al la ti o n wo u ld  b e
a dh er ed  to  i n  a ll  s i tu at i on s.

For  t he  ma jo r it y of  sc ie n ti st s, po te n ti al  e x po su r es  wou l d be  fr om s a mp le s  o bt ai n ed  f r om t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d wo u ld  o cc u r wh i le  t he y  p er f or me d s ampl e  p ro ce s si ng  or  a na l ys es .  Fo r
s ci en ti s ts  a n d FRC s ta ff , who  wo ul d b e in vo l ve d wit h dr i ll in g  a nd  s a mp li n g op er a ti on s , po te n ti al 
e xp os ur e s wo u ld  b e f ro m a cc id en t s as s oc ia te d  wit h  d ri ll i ng  a n d sa mp l in g o pe ra ti o ns  i n  t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

Tit le  1 0 , CFR, Par t 8 35 , “ Oc cu pa t io na l  Rad ia t io n Pro te ct i on ,”  es ta bl i sh es  ra di at i on  p r ot ec ti o n
s ta nd ar d s, l i mi ts , a nd  p r og ra m r eq ui r emen ts  fo r p ro te ct i ng  wo rk er s a nd  t h e ge ne r al  p u bl ic  f r om
i on iz in g  r ad i at io n r es ul t in g fr o m th e  c on du c t of  DOE ac t iv it i es .  Fo r wo r ke rs , 1 0 CFR 83 5 re q ui re s  a 
5 -r em p e r ye a r do se  li mi t .  For  th e g en er al  pu bl i c, 1 0 CFR 8 3 5 re qu i re s a  1 00  mi ll ir e m (mre m) pe r 
y ea r do s e li mit .  I n  a dd i ti on , i t re q ui re s t ha t mea su re s  b e t ak en  t o  mai n ta in  r a di at i on  e xp o su re  as  l ow
a s re as o na bl y  a ch ie v ab le .  Th e 5 -r em do se  l i mi t wou ld  b e  a pp l ic ab le  to  FRC st af f  a nd  th os e i nv ol v ed 
i n dr il l in g a nd  s amp li ng  op er at i on s i n th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea .  Th e 1 00  mr em d os e  l imi t wo ul d  b e
a pp li ca b le  t o  s ci en t is ts  wh o pr o ce ss  or  a na l yz e b ot h so i l/ se d imen t a nd  g r ou nd wa t er  s a mp le s f ro m t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

For  p ur p os es  of  t hi s  EA, th e ma x imum al lo wa b le  e x po su re  to  FRC st af f  was  as su me d  t o b e 10 0 mre m
p er  y ea r .  I n  a dd it i on , b ec au se  po te n ti al  e x po su r es  mos t  l ik e ly  wou l d be  du ri ng  dr il l in g an d  s amp li ng 
o pe ra ti o ns , t he  f ol l owin g  a na ly s is  o f  p ot en t ia l d os es  wa s as s umed  t o  b e f or  h yp o th et i ca l wo r ke rs 
i nv ol ve d  i n d ri ll in g  a nd  sa mp li n g op e ra ti on s .

Dos es  t o  wor k er s we r e bo u nd ed  b y  e va l ua ti ng  a “b o un di ng  an al y si s”  s c en ar i o, i n t he  a b se nc e o f an y 
e xi st in g  d at a  o n wo r ke r d os es  f o r th i s ki nd  of  wo rk  i n t he  f i el d.  Wor ke r s we re  as su med  t o s pi ll  smal l
a mo un ts  of  s o il /s ed i me nt  (1  g ra m o f c on ta mi n at ed  so il /s e di me n t fi ve  ti me s  p er  y e ar  f o r a to t al  o f  5 
g ra ms ) o r gr o un dwat e r (1  mi ll il i te r o f co nt a mi na t ed  g ro u nd wa t er  f iv e  t ime s pe r y ea r f or  a  t o ta l o f 5
mil li li t er s)  on  t he mse lv e s du ri n g th e  c ou rs e  o f s ampl e e xt ra c ti on  a n d pr o ce ss in g .  To  max imi ze  t h e
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p ot en ti a l do s e, i t was  f u rt he r a ss ume d th at  th e wor ke rs  di d n ot  was h  o ff  th e co n ta mi n at io n, bu t
a ct ua ll y  i ng e st ed  i t .

Rad io nu c li de  in ge st i on  wa s ca lc u la te d  f ro m t he  a v er ag e mea su r ed  a ct i vi ty  va lu es  fo r U-2 33 , U-2 35 ,
U-2 38 , Pu- 23 8  a nd  Pu -2 39  in  s oi l  a nd  gr ou nd wat er  (s ee  Ta bl e 4 -1 ).  The  me as ur ed  da ta  in  Tab l e 4.1 
wer e ob t ai ne d  f ro m t he  Re me di al  In ve s ti ga ti o n re p or t fo r  Bea r  Cre ek  Va ll e y (DOE 19 97 a ).  To t al s
wer e ba s ed  o n  a  y ea r ly  c o ns umpt i on  o f  5  g ra ms of  so il /s e di me n t an d 5  mil l il it er s  o f g ro un dwa te r.
Do se  f ac t or s f or  t he  Co mmi tt ed  Ef fe ct i ve  Dos e  Equ i va le nt  we re  ta ke n f ro m t he  EPA re po r t, "Li mit in g 
Val ue s o f Ra d io nu cl i de  I n ta ke  a n d Ai r  Con ce n tr at i on  a nd  Do se  Co nv er s io n Fac to rs  fo r I nh al at i on ,
Sub me rs i on  a n d In ge s ti on , Fed er a l Gu i da nc e Rep or t  No. 1 1 " (EPA- 52 01 / 1- 88 - 02 0) , p ub li s he d in 
Sep te mb e r 19 8 8.

For  t he  so il / se di me n t in g es ti on  pa th way , th e  t ot a l do se  (f or  al l ra d io nu c li de s)  ca me  to  l es s  t ha n  0 .0 1
mre m/ ye a r, wh ic h is  10 ,0 0 0 ti me s  l es s  t ha n t he  l i mi t of  10 0 mre m/ ye a r al l owed  f o r me mbe rs  o f  t he 
p ub li c u nd er  10  CFR 83 5, Se ct io n  2 08 .  Th e g ro un dwa te r i ng es ti o n pa t hway  i s  t hr e es  t ime s sma ll er ,
wit h a t ot al  do se  o f  a pp r ox imat e ly  0 .00 3 mr e m/ ye a r.

To es ti mat e t he  t ot a l po t en ti al  ri sk  to  wor k er s f ro m th i s “b o un di ng  an al y si s”  e x po su r e sc en a ri o, it  was 
f ur th er  as su med  t ha t  t he  wo rk er s  wer e  e xp os e d du r in g th e  e nt i re  l if e  o f t he  p ro j ec t, wh ic h i s te n  y ea rs .
The  c omb in ed  an nu al  do se  fr om b o th  t h e so il  an d g ro un dwa te r i ng es ti o n pa t hway s was  1.26 E- 0 2
mre m pe r  y ea r  ( 9 .4 7E-0 3  + 3 .09 E- 03 ) .  Ov er  t he  te n- y ea r li f et ime  o f th e  p ro j ec t, t h e to t al  d os e  was  te n
t imes  t h at  a mou nt , o r 1.2 6E-0 1 mre m.  The  l i fe ti me fa ta l  c an c er  r is k  i s c al cu la t ed  b y  mul ti p ly in g  t hi s
t en -y ea r  d os e  b y th e  d os e -t o- ri s k co n ve rs io n  f ac t or  o f 4 E- 04  de at hs  pe r p er so n- r em ( NRC 1 99 1 ).
Thi s ca l cu la t io n yi e ld s a  l if et i me  r i sk  o f 6 .2 8E- 08 , or  ro ug h ly  s ix  in  1 0 0 mi ll i on .

Table 4-1  Human Health Exposure Rates

Soil Ingestion
(5 g/y)

Groundwater Ingestion
(5 ml/y)

Radionuclide mrem/
pCi

pCi/g
(avg)

Total pCi mrem/y pCi/l
(avg)

Total
pCi

mrem/y

U-233 2.89E-04 2.1 10.5 3.03E-03 660 3.3 9.54E-04

U-235 2.66E-04 0.12 0.6 1.60E-04 68.8 0.344 9.15E-05

U-238 2.55E-04 4.6 23 5.87E-03 1601 8.005 2.04E-03

Pu-238 3.20E-03 0.02 0.1 3.20E-04 0 0 0.00E+00

Pu-239 3.54E-03 0.005 0.025 8.85E-05 0 0 0.00E+00

TOTAL: 9.47E-03 TOTAL: 3.09E-03
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Alt ho ug h  r ad i oa ct iv e  e xp o su re  wo ul d n ot  b e a  p ro b le m, t h e po t en ti al  ch emi ca l to x ic it y  o f th e 
c on ta mi n an ts  in  t he  so il s /s ed ime nt s a nd  g ro u nd wa t er  f ro m t he  pr op os e d co n ta mi na t ed  a r ea  a ls o  n ee d s
t o be  c o ns id e re d. Be ca us e  t he  p r op os e d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  wou l d be  wi th in  a CERCLA si t e,
c on ta mi n an t c on ce nt r at io n s ar e e va lu a te d ac c or di n g to  CERCLA st an da r ds .  Ba se d o n th e  r ec en t 
Remed ia l  I nv e st ig at i on  ( RI)  o f Bea r Cre ek  Va ll ey , t he  c o nc en t ra ti on s  o f a  v ar ie t y of  ra di oa c ti ve  an d
o rg an ic  co nt a mi na nt s  a nd  ot he r g ro un d wa te r c on st i tu en ts  wi th i n th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea  ar e of 
r eg ul at o ry  c o nc er n ( DOE 1 99 7a ).  Exa mpl es  i n cl ud e  l ea d, st ro n ti um, u ra ni u m, n it r at e, ac et on e , an d 
t ri ch lo r oe th y le ne .

Not  a ll  of  t h es e co n ta mi n an ts  o f  c on c er n ar e  p re s en t in  al l e xi st in g  wel l s wi th i n th e  c on ta min at e d ar ea .
Howev er , t he y  a re  f o un d o ft en  e n ou gh  to  war r an t c au ti on  an d p ro te ct i on  f r om e xp o su re .  Fo r
e xa mp le , l ea d  h as  b e en  d e te ct ed  in  6 1  o ut  o f  8 2 wel ls  wi th in  th e Be a r Cr e ek  Val l ey , a nd 
t ri ch lo r oe th y le ne  ( TCE) h as  b ee n  d et e ct ed  i n  5 7 o ut  o f 8 3 we l ls  wit h in  t h e Be ar  Cr ee k  Val le y  ( DOE
1 99 7a ).  Als o , al th o ug h t he se  we ll s a re  i n Bea r Cre ek  Va ll ey , t he y a re  n o t ne ce s sa ri l y wi th i n th e 
p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a.  Fi n al ly , t he  c o nc en t ra ti on  of  t h es e co n ta mi n an ts  v a ri es  fr om o n e we l l to 
a no th er .  Fo r  l ea d, th e max imum co nc e nt ra ti o n de t ec te d was  0 .23  mg/ L, bu t  t he  me an  o f  t he  me di an s 
c on ce nt r at io n  was  0 .00 46  mg /L.  Fo r TCE, th e  max i mu m co n ce nt r at io n d et ec t ed  was  46 0 mg/ L, b u t
t he  mea n  o f t he  med i an s c on ce nt r at io n  was  2 1 .9  mg /L.  Th e sp e ci fi c c on ta min an ts  of  c o nc er n a re 
i de nt if i ed  i n  t he  RI  r ep o rt .

Mos t of  th e c on ta mi n an ts  of  c on c er n wou ld  h a ve  a n  i mp ac t  o n h uman  h e al th  on ly  i f  i ng e st ed  ( i .e ., by 
d ri nk in g  c on t amin at e d gr o un dwat e r or  by  s wa l lo wi n g co nt a mi na t ed  s oi l s/ se d imen ts ) .  A fe w
c on ta mi n an ts  co ul d h av e a n impa c t if  th ey  c o nt ac t  s ki n.  To g ua rd  a g ai ns t  s ki n c on ta c t, p er s on al 
p ro te ct i ve  e q ui pmen t  wou l d be  e mpl oy e d.  Be c au se  gr ou nd wat er  fr om t h e co n ta mi na t ed  a r ea  wou l d
n ot  b e u se d f or  d ri n ki ng  wa te r, an d b ec au se  sc ie n ti st s wou ld  no t co n si de r  d ri nk i ng  a n y gr ou n dwat e r
c ol le ct e d ei t he r fr o m th e  b ac kg r ou nd  or  c on t amin a te d ar e a, t h er e sh o ul d n ot  b e a ny  p o te nt ia l  f or 
h uman  e x po su r e.  In g es ti o n of  c o nt ami na te d s oi ls / se di me n ts  l i ke wi se  wo ul d  n ot  b e  c on s id er ed  by 
s ci en ti s ts  a n d th er e fo re  wo ul d n ot  r e su lt  i n  h uma n ex po s ur e.

Bas ed  o n  t he  in fo rma ti on  pu bl is h ed  i n  t he  RI , kn o wl ed ge  of  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  a nd  ex pe ri e nc ed 
d ri ll in g  a nd  fi el d o pe ra t io ns  s t af f wou ld  b e  e ss e nt ia l f or  g u id in g t he  d r il li ng  an d s ampl in g  a ct i vi ti es  in 
t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a.  I n ad di t io n, th e st a ff  o f  t he  p r op os e d FRC wou ld  ad vi se  sc ie n ti st s o n tr a in in g
a nd  p er s on al  pr ot ec t iv e e qu ip me n t an d  p ro vi d e ov e rs ig ht  of  o p er at io n s to  en su re  th at  wo rk er  an d
v is it or  pr ot e ct io n wou ld  be  mai n ta in e d.

4.1.8.2 Site Specific Hazards and Accidents

Reasonably foreseeable accidents associated with the proposed FRC could involve: construction
accidents associated with well-drilling and sampling; striking a subsurface structure during drilling;
spilling a tank of stored liquid chemical, such as glucose or acetate; and leaks of contaminated
purgewater from fittings and valves.

Very few accidents associated with well-drilling/sampling or striking a subsurface structure have
occurred on the ORR.  According to Oak Ridge National Laboratory
(http://www.tis/eh/doe_gov/web/oeaf/orps/orps.html) only two accidents have occurred during the
course of remedial investigations in the Bear Creek Valley.  Both accidents involved the use of a
drill rig and failure by the operators to follow operating procedures.

For accidents involving injuries to workers (e.g., during drilling operations at the background or
contaminated areas), emergency services at Y-12 would be contacted to provide treatment and
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transport to the plant medical facility or a hospital, as needed.  For accidents at ORNL facilities,
assistance from the ORNL Laboratory shift superintendent would be obtained.

Although spills of chemicals used at the background or contaminated area would be possible, the
quantities of materials stored or transported onsite would be small (i.e., a few gallons of
concentrated material or at most 55 to several hundred gallons of a one percent solution).  For
experiments where long-term injections of nutrients, tracers or other materials would take place, the
rate of injection is likely to be less than ten gallons per day.  Therefore, 200 to 300 gallons of
diluted material would last at least two weeks.

A direct spill to Bear Creek could cause a temporary localized decrease in oxygen due to increased
microbial activity; however, the spill would be rapidly diluted, even during low-flow periods.
Quantities that might be spilled would be small (less than 200 gallons) and dilute (equal to or less
than one percent).

As identified in Section 4.1.3, there would be no impacts to groundwater or surface water as a result
of injection of the materials.

In the event of a spill of a contaminated sample or chemical reagent at the contaminated area or
background area, the research team would immediately contact the Y-12 Plant shift superintendent
who would mobilize an emergency management team responsible for spill containment and
cleanup.  Accidents involving injuries to workers (e.g., during drilling operations) would involve
contacting emergency services at Y-12 to provide treatment and transport to the plant medical
facility or a hospital, as needed.  Similarly, any laboratory spills or accidents at ORNL facilities
would involve obtaining assistance from the ORNL Laboratory shift superintendent.  In addition, a
Health and Safety Plan would be developed for the FRC that would identify all appropriate
requirements, such as training, monitoring, spill prevention and control measures, and emergency
response procedures.

Overall, a spill directly into Bear Creek or to the ground would be expected to have little to no
impact on environmental quality or human health.

Noise

Bac kg ro u nd  d a ta  o n n oi se  le ve ls  at  t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d ba c kg ro un d  a re a  a re  n o t
a va il ab l e.  Muc h of  th e p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a an d p ar ts  of  t he  ba ck g ro un d a re a a re  a dj a ce nt  to 
Bea r Cr e ek  Ro ad , wh i ch  h a s co ns i de ra b le  e mp l oy ee  tr af fi c  d ur i ng  s hi f t ch a ng es  a t  t he  pl an t a nd 
i nt er mi t te nt  tr af fi c  d ur i ng  mos t  o f t he  wor k da y.  The  we st er n  b ou nd a ry  o f  t he  b a ck gr o un d ar e a wo u ld 
b e ad ja c en t t o St at e  Rou t e 95 , whi ch  ha d ex i st in g  p ea k t ra ve l  v ol ume s of  97 0 ve h ic le s  p er  h o ur  i n 
1 99 7 (Ta bl e 3 .7 -2  i n  DOE 19 97 b) .  No i se  l ev e ls  2 0 0 fe et  (6 0 m) fr om ma in  th or ou g hf ar e s su ch  as 
Sta te  Ro ut e 9 5 ha ve  be en  es ti ma t ed  f r om t ra f fi c c ou nt s d ur in g  r us h h ou r t o be  b e twee n  5 5 an d  6 0
d B/ A.  Noi se  le ve ls  at  r e la ti ve l y is o la te d s it es  wi th in  th e p la nt  a r ea  ma y be  l o we r t ha n 55  dB/A (DOE
1 99 7b ).

Act iv it i es  t o  b e un d er ta k en  a t t he  p r op os ed  co nt a mi na te d  a re a  a nd  b a ck gr o un d ar e a ar e  l is te d  i n
Sec ti on  2.2.3 .  Noi s e as s oc ia te d  wit h  d ri ll i ng  wo ul d be  te mp o ra ry  a n d wo u ld  p ot e nt ia l ly  d is t ur b
wil dl if e  o r o th er  s e ns it i ve  r ec e pt or s  f or  o n ly  s h or t pe r io ds  du ri ng  da yl i gh t ho u rs .  Dr il li n g op e ra to rs 
wou ld  b e  r eq u ir ed  t o  mee t  a ll  OSHA r e qu ir eme nt s.

Rep re se n ta ti v e ac ti v it ie s  a nd  a v er ag e  n oi se  le ve l s ar e p re se n te d be l ow:
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•  The average noise level of a compressor at a point 1 foot (0.3 m) distant is 88-90 decibels
(dB/A).

•  The average noise level of well sampling is 75-78 dB/A for the sampler.

•  The average noise level of a generator at a point 1 foot (0.3 m) distant is 93-95 dB/A.

•  The average noise level of well drilling at a point 49 feet (15 m) distant is 89-111 dB/A.

Noi se  l e ve ls  wo ul d n ot  e x ce ed  n o is es  he ar d d ur in g  r ou ti n e da i ly  a ct i vi ti e s. Dec i be l l ev el s a re  b e lo w
t ha t co n si de r ed  t o b e ha r mf ul  ( s ee  Fi gu re  3 - 6) .  No is e f ro m FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  b e t empo ra r y an d 
l ik el y t o di s tu rb  wi ld li f e or  o t he r s en si ti v e re c ep to rs  fo r o nl y sh o rt  p e ri od s d ur in g  d ay li g ht  h o ur s.
Exp ec te d  h ou r s of  o p er at i on  wou l d be  fr om 8 : 00  a .m. t o 6 :0 0 p .m.

4.1.9 Waste Control

Was te s g en er a te d as  a re s ul t of  NABI R a ct iv i ti es  ar e es t imat e d to  b e  u p t o 12 ,0 0 0 ga l lo ns  ( a bo ut 
4 6,00 0 L) of  gr ou nd wat er  an d 20  cu bi c  f ee t ( 0.56  cu bi c met er s ) of  s o il  p e r ye ar .  Si mil ar  v o lu me s 
wou ld  b e  g en e ra te d a t th e  u nc on t amin a te d si t e bu t  wou ld  be  d i sc ha rg e d to  th e gr o un d. All  was t es 
wou ld  b e  e va l ua te d a nd  ma na ge d i n co mpl ia nc e  wit h  t he  a p pr op r ia te  r e qu ir e me nt s.  The  re gu la t or y
s ta nd ar d s wo u ld  b e met  t h ro ug h u se  o f  a pp ro p ri at e  was te  pa ck a gi ng  a n d la b el in g;  pl ac e me nt  i n 
d es ig na t ed  wa st e st o ra ge  ar ea s, an d r ou ti ne  in sp e ct io ns  an d mai nt en a nc e.  Bes t ma n ag eme nt  p ra c ti ce s 
wou ld  b e  i ns t it ut ed  wh er e ve r ap p li ca b le .  Th e ma j or it y o f no n -h az ar d ou s s ol id  wa st e mat er ia l 
g en er at e d du r in g dr i ll in g  wou ld  be  i n  t he  f o rm o f  s ub su r fa ce  dr il l c ut ti n gs  ( so i l ma t er ia ls ) .  Th is  s oi l 
mat er ia l  a nd  be nt on i te  c l ay  wou l d be  us ed  t o  b ac k fi ll  t h e te s t ho le s  a t t he  c omp le ti o n of  f i el d wor k.  I f
t he re  i s  a ny  so il  ma te ri a l re ma i ni ng  af te r b ac kf i ll in g, it  wo ul d be  di st r ib ut ed  ar ou n d ea ch  te st  pl ot .

Con ta mi n at ed  wa st es  (i .e ., ra di o ac ti v e, c he mic al , a nd  mi xe d was te s)  wo ul d  b e ha n dl ed  un de r e xi st i ng 
p ro ce du r es  f o r de al i ng  wi th  s uc h  was t es  a t Y-1 2 a nd  ORNL, as  ap pr op r ia te  (s ee  Se ct io n  9 .0 ,
App li ca b le  En vi ro nme nt al  Re gu la t io ns , Per mi t s an d  DOE Or de rs ) .  Pur g e wa t er  f ro m d ri l li ng 
o pe ra ti o ns  i n  t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a l ik el y wou ld  fi ll  s e ve ra l  5 5- ga l lo n d ru ms .  Ot he r  t ha n p umpi n g
t es ts , whi ch  co ul d g en er a te  u p t o 12 ,00 0 ga l lo ns  of  was t ewat e r th at  wo ul d  b e co l le ct e d in  2 0 ,0 00 - 
g al lo n t an ke r  t ru ck s , gr o un dwat e r ex t ra ct ed  du e t o re se a rc h a ct iv it i es  wo ul d be  co ll e ct ed  i n  5 5- g al lo n
d ru ms .  All  c on t amin a te d gr o un dwa te r wo u ld  b e  t ra ns p or te d  t o th e  Y-1 2  Wes t End  Tr ea tmen t 
Fac il it y .  Co nt amin a te d s ed imen t s an d  s oi ls  wo ul d  b e tr a ns fe r re d to  Be ch t el  J ac o bs  Co rp or at i on , t he 
ORR was t e co n tr ol  c o nt ra c to r, f o r di s po sa l.  All  wa st es  ge ne r at ed  f r om n o rmal  e v er yd a y ac ti v it ie s  b y
wor ke rs , i nc l ud in g b io lo g ic al  wa st es , g ar ba g e, a n d si mi l ar  ma te ri al s , wo u ld  b e k ep t i n co nt a in me n t
a nd  e xp o rt ed  fr om t h e wo r k si te s  t o p ro pe r d is po s al  f ac i li ti e s, t o p re cl u de  l ea v in g a ny  was t es  b e hi nd 
d ur in g a nd  a t  t he  t e rmin a ti on  o f  t hi s  a ct iv i ty .

Tra il er s  f or  th e FRC wou l d be  e q ui pp e d wi th  po rt a bl e ch e mi ca l  t oi le t s, wh ic h wo u ld  b e  s er vi c ed 
p er io di c al ly .  Th e Y-1 2 Env ir on men ta l  Man ag e me nt  Di vi si o n wo u ld  b e a sk ed  to  h el p  h an d le  f ie l d
i nv es ti g at io n -d er iv e d wa s te s ge n er at e d at  t h e co n ta mi na t ed  a n d ba ck g ro un d  a re as .  ORNL la bo r at or y 
was te s wou ld  be  h an d le d a s pa rt  of  t h e on go i ng  wa st e co n tr ol  pr og ra m a t ORNL.

4.1.10 Transportation

FRC s ta f f an d  r es ea r ch er s  wou ld  be  r e qu ir ed  to  t r av el  r o ad s b et we en  th e c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea ,
b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea  a nd  an ci l la ry  f a ci li t ie s lo c at ed  wi th in  ORNL.  Pu bl i c ro a ds  t ha t  wou l d be  t r av el e d
i nc lu de  Be ar  Cr ee k Roa d, St at e Hig hwa y 95 , a nd  Be th el  Va ll ey  Ro ad .  Th es e  r oa ds  ar e o pe n- ac c es s
p ub li c r oa ds .  So me  us e o f li mi t ed  a c ce ss  r o ad s o n th e ORR wo ul d oc c ur  t o  a cc es s  s to r ag e si t es  a n d
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o th er  f a ci li t ie s.  Due  t o  t he  s mal l n umbe r o f st a ff  a nd  re se a rc he rs  in vo l ve d, t h er e wou ld  b e  min i ma l
i nc re as e s in  tr af fi c  d ue  to  FRC ac ti v it ie s.  Some  i nt er r up ti o n of  n o rmal  tr af fi c  f lo w mig ht  oc cu r  a s a
r es ul t o f dr i ll in g r ig s a nd  o n- s it e f ie ld  t r ai le r  t ra ns p or t.  Thi s a ct iv i ty  wou l d be  of  s ho r t du r at io n a nd 
wou ld  n o t re s ul t in  lo ng  te rm i mpa ct s .

Mis ce ll a ne ou s  c he mi c al s, ac id s ( e.g., s ul fu r ic , n it ri c a nd  h y dr oc hl o ri c) , b as es  (s od i um h yd r ox id e ),
r ea ge nt s  ( e.g ., Hac h  Kit ) , fo rma ld eh y de , or  ot he r  c he mi c al s u se d on s it e f or  c on d uc ti n g ch emi ca l
a na ly se s  a nd  sa mp le  pr ep a ra ti on  mi gh t  b e in f re qu e nt ly  t r an sp o rt ed .  Ge ne r al ly , l es s t ha n 0.2 6 ga l lo ns 
( on e li t er ) o f th es e  c he mic al s wou ld  be  u se d  o n a  y ea rl y  b as i s.  U.S. De p ar tmen t  o f Tra ns po r ta ti o n
( DOT)  Ha za rd o us  Mat e ri al s  Reg ul a ti on s  ( Ti tl e  4 9, CFR, Par ts  17 1- 1 80 ) es t ab li s he s th e  r eq u ir emen t s
g ov er ni n g pa c ka gi ng  an d s hi pp in g  h az a rd ou s mat er i al s.  The se  st an da r ds  wo ul d be  ap pl i ca bl e t o an y 
n ec es sa r y sh i pmen ts  of  h a za rd ou s  mat e ri al s t o or  fr om a n  FRC an d wo u ld  b e  f ol lo wed , t hu s
min imiz i ng  r i sk s.

Col le ct i on  a n d tr an s po rt  of  s amp le s f ro m th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a an d b ac kg r ou nd  a r ea  wo ul d fo l lo w
e xi st in g  p ro c ed ur es  an d mee t al l  e nv i ro nmen t al , s af et y, an d h ea lt h ( ES&H)  r eq ui r emen t s as  s t ip ul a te d
b y ORNL.  FRC r es ea r ch  p r oj ec ts  wo ul d  b e re q ui re d  t o fi l l ou t  a n En v ir on men ta l, Sa fe t y, a nd  He al t h
Qua li ty  Ev al u at io n a nd  t r an sp or t at io n  c he ck l is t p ri or  t o  i ni t ia ti ng  an y t ra ns po r ta ti o n ac ti o n.
Compl et i on  o f  t hi s c he ck l is t wo u ld  p r ov id e g ui da n ce  t o FRC r e se ar ch e rs  a n d mi ni miz e t he  p ot e nt ia l 
f or  t ra n sp or t at io n i mp ac t s.  If  it  we re  d et e rmin e d th at  tr an s po rt  o f  s amp le s fr o m ORNL we re  re qu i re d,
a n ES&H tr an s po rt at i on  s p ec ia li s t wo u ld  b e c on ta c te d to  as si s t wi th  co mp l ia nc e wit h a pp ro pr i at e
DOT a nd  DOE s hi pp in g  r eq u ir emen t s.  Use  o f t he se  ri sk  ma na ge men t pr o ce du r es  wou l d re s ul t in 
min imal  impa c ts .

4.1.11 Utilities and Infrastructure

I mp ac ts  to  i n fr as tr u ct ur e  f ea tu r es  s u ch  a s h ou si n g, e du c at io n , he al t h ca r e, p ol i ce  a n d fi re  pr ot e ct io n,
a nd  wat e r an d  s ewag e  a re  no t an t ic ip a te d as  a re s ul t of  impl e me nt at i on  o f  p ro po s ed  FRC re se a rc h a t
ORNL.  The re  wo ul d b e no  li vi ng  fa ci l it ie s p ro vi d ed  f or  wo rk e rs  a t t he  wo rk  s it e .  I t  i s es t imat e d th at 
a  s ta ff  as  s mal l as  si x i nd iv id u al s wou ld  b e  n ee d ed  t o c on du c t FRC- r el at e d re se a rc h.  I ni ti a ti on  of 
FRC-r el a te d a ct iv it i es  s u pp or ti n g si t e ch ar a ct er i za ti on s , ob t ai ni ng  re se a rc h- qu a li ty  sa mp le s , an d  i n
s it u re se ar c h wo u ld  n ot  re qu i re  a n i nc re a se  i n s ta ff  as  t he  ma jo r it y of  th e a ct iv it i es  wo ul d be 
i mp le me n te d wit h ex i st in g  p er so n ne l.  Any  a d di ti o na l pe r so nn e l (e .g . v is i ti ng  r e se ar c he rs ) i nv ol v ed  i n
FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  b e s ma ll  i n  n umb er  ( po s si bl y  u p to  24  i n di vi du a ls ) a nd  wou l d no t  i mp ac t 
e xi st in g  i nf r as tr uc t ur e.

The  e xi s ti ng  fa ci li t ie s t o be  u s ed , a s me nt i on ed  in  Sec t io n 3 .0 , wo u ld  h a ve  a mp l e of f ic e/ la b or at o ry 
s pa ce  t o  a ll o w fo r t he  a d di ti on  of  t h e smal l  FRC st af f a nd  r e se ar ch e rs .

ORNL pr o po se s  t o lo c at e a  n ew o f fi ce / la bo ra t or y t ra il er  at  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a , ad j ac en t t o th e   S- 3
Pon ds  Si te .  Ampl e s pa ce  is  a va i la bl e .  Ele c tr ic a l se rv i ce  t o  t he  o f fi ce / la bo ra t or y t ra il er  co ul d  b e
p ro vi de d  b y e xi st in g  p owe r li ne s .  Ot he r tr a il er s  h av e b ee n l oc at ed  in  t h is  a re a  i n t he  p as t  ( it  is 
p re vi ou s ly  d i st ur be d ) an d  e le ct r ic al  li ne s a re  p r es en t.  Tra i le rs  h a ve  n o t be en  lo ca t ed  i n t he  p r op os ed 
b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea  i n t he  p a st , bu t  n ea r by  p owe r li n es  s ho u ld  e n ab le  a  co nn e ct io n t o be  ma de  e a si ly .
Hoo ki ng  up  wa te r an d  s ewe r li ne s  t o t he  t ra i le rs  wo ul d b e av o id ed , b ut  p o rt ab le  to il e ts  a nd  co nt a in er s
o f dr in k in g a nd  d is t il le d  wat er  wo ul d  b e pr o vi de d .

A s ma ll  ar ea  (5 0 fe e t by  50  f ee t ) wo u ld  b e n ee de d  t o pa r k th e  d ri ll  ri g, su pp or t  t ru c k an d mob il e 
d ec on ta min at i on  t ra i le r.  Thi s e qu ip men t is  mo bi l e an d c ou ld  be  mov e d to  wh er e t he  wo rk  i s t o be 
c on du ct e d.
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Sta gi ng  ar ea s  wou ld  be  u s ed  f or  ma te r ia l an d  e qu i pmen t l ay do wn an d a s te mpo ra ry  sa te l li te 
a cc umul a ti on  ar ea s f or  wa st es  ( i n dr u ms , ta n ks , o r ot he r  c on t ai ne rs )  g en e ra te d b y ch a ra ct er i za ti o n
a ct io ns  (e .g ., dr il l  c ut t in gs  a n d de c on ta mi n at io n  was te s ).  Sta gi ng  ar ea s  wou ld  be  o p er at ed  an d
mai nt ai n ed  i n  c ompl i an ce  wi th  s i te  wa st e co n tr ol  pr oc ed u re s f or  t he  du ra t io n of  th ei r  o pe ra t io n a nd 
d ur in g s et up  of  d ec o nt ami na ti on  tr ai l er s/ ch a ng e h ou se s.  Sta g in g ar e as  wo ul d be  es ta b li sh ed  in 
p re vi ou s ly  d i st ur be d  a re a s (o r i n ar e as  t ha t  wou l d re qu i re  mi ni ma l g ra di n g)  a nd  wo ul d  b e co v er ed 
wit h gr a ve l o r gr av e l an d  g eo te x ti le  ma te ri a l.  Tempo ra r y ac c es s ro a dway s  ( or  t e mp or a ry  e xt e ns io n s
o f ex is t in g r oa dway s ) mi g ht  a ls o  b e c on st ru c te d, as  n ec e ss ar y .  Cle a ri ng  of  l ow br us h  o r re mov al  of 
t re es  a n d sh r ub s wi t h th e  g oa l o f mi n imiz at i on  o f  c le ar i ng  mi gh t al s o oc c ur .

4.1.12 Environmental Justice

No po te n ti al  impa ct s  h av e  b ee n i de nt i fi ed  t h at  wo ul d af f ec t o th er  ORNL/Y- 12  e mp l oy ee s  o r th e 
o ff si te  pu bl i c, i nc l ud in g  l ow-i n co me  or  min o ri ty  po pu la t io ns .  So ci o ec on o mi c an a ly si s  r ec en t ly  h a s
b ee n co n du ct e d on  t h e po t en ti al  fo r i mp ac ts  to  l o w- in co me an d  min or i ty  p o pu la ti o ns  i n  a ss oc i at io n 
wit h th e  Spa l la ti on  Ne ut r on  Sou r ce  ( SNS) EI S ( DOE 1 99 9a ) .

Tha t an a ly si s  d et er min ed  th at  r a di ol o gi ca l d os es  an d no r ma l a ir  e mi s si on s  a re  n e gl ig i bl e an d  wou l d
n ot  r es u lt  i n  a dv er s e hu man  h ea l th  o r  e nv ir o nmen t al  e ff e ct s o n th e o ff si t e pu bl i c.  Fur th er mor e, it  was 
d et er mi n ed  t h at  p re v ai li n g wi nd s  f ol l ow t he  ge ne r al  t op o gr ap h y of  t h e ri d ge s;  u p -v al l ey  win d s co me
f ro m th e  s ou t hwes t d ur in g  t he  d a yt ime , an d d own- v al le y win ds  co me  f r om t h e no rt h ea st  du ri ng  th e
n ig ht ti me.  The  o nl y  c on c en tr at i on  o f  min or i ty  a n d lo w- i nc ome  p op ul a ti on  an d no n -min o ri ty  h i gh er 
i nc ome p op ul a ti on  i s  l oc a te d to  th e n or th ea s t—in  th e pa t h of  th e da y ti me  pr ev ai l in g win ds .  No 
p op ul at i on s a re  l oc a te d t o th e s ou th wes t—th e  n ig h tt ime p re va i li ng  wi nd  d i re ct io n .  Ho we ve r, be ca u se 
i t wa s d et er min ed  t h at  t h er e wo u ld  n o t be  h i gh  a n d/ or  a d ve rs e  i mp ac t s to  an y of  th e p op ul at i on , t he re 
wou ld  b e  n o d is pr op o rt io n at e ri s k of  si gn if i ca nt l y hi gh  an d a dv er se  impa c ts  t o min or i ty  a nd  lo w
i nc ome p op ul a ti on s.  The  sa me  a n al ys i s an d f in di n gs  wou l d al s o ho ld  tr ue  fo r FRC-r el a te d ac t iv it i es 
t ha t wo u ld  o c cu r wi t hi n BCV.

DOE i s u na wa r e of  a n y su b si st en c e po p ul at io n s re s id in g i n BCV n or  a r e th e re  a ny  re co g ni ze d Nat iv e 
Ame ri ca n  t ri b es  wit h in  5 0  mil es  of  t h e pr op o se d FRC ( DOE 1 99 9 a) .  No  d is c ha rg es  of  c o nt amin a te d
wat er  t o  s ur f ac e wa t er s wou ld  o c cu r b ec au se  an y c on ta mi n at ed  gr ou nd wat er  wo ul d b e tr u ck ed  t o 
e xi st in g  was t e pr oc e ss in g  f ac il i ti es  at  ORNL.  As  d is cu s se d i n Se ct i on  4 .1.3.1, th er e  a re  n o  a nt i ci pa te d 
i mp ac ts  to  t h e su rf a ce  wa te rs  ( Bea r Cre ek ).  All  ac ti vi t ie s a ss oc ia t ed  wi th  t hi s  a ct i on  t ha t  i nv o lv ed 
r el ea se s  wou l d be  r e gu la t ed  a nd  in  c o mp li an c e wi t h fe de r al  a n d st at e  r eg u la ti on s .  As  s uc h, th er e 
wou ld  b e  n o d is pr op o rt io n at e an d  a dv e rs e imp ac ts  to  l ow- in co me or  mi no ri t y po pu l at io n s.

4.2 Pacific Northwest National Laboratory/Hanford 100-H Area

4.2.1 Earth Resources

4.2.1.1 Topography

FRC r es e ar ch  ac ti vi t ie s wou ld  n o t ch a ng e th e  l an d sc ap e ( e.g., l ar ge - ar ea  bu ll do z in g, la rg e- s ca le 
c le ar in g , an d  e xc av a ti on .)  Act i vi ti e s to  s u pp or t  s it e c ha ra c te ri za t io n, to  o bt a in  r e se ar ch - qu al i ty 
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s ampl es , a nd  i n si tu  r es ea rc h  wou l d no t i mp ac t  t he  g e ne ra l  t op og r ap hy  of the proposed FRC because
of the small-scale nature(less than one acre) of the proposed activities.

4.2.1.2 Geology

The  1 00 - H ar e a in  wh ic h t he  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a ar e l oc at e d is 
d omin at e d by  th e Ha n fo rd  an d Ri n go ld  fo rmat i on s, wh ic h c on ta i n pr ima ri ly  sa nd  a n d gr a ve l
d omin at e d fa c ie s.  Bec au s e of  t h e sma ll -s ca l e na t ur e of  in ve s ti ga ti o ns  ( l es s th a n on e  a cr e a nd  t o  a 
d ep th  o f  u p t o 75  f e et ), mi ni ma l  i mp a ct s to  th es e  l ar ge  ge ol o gi c un i ts  a r e an ti c ip at e d as  a  re su l t of 
p ro po se d  FRC ac ti vi t ie s.

4.2.1.3 Soils

Wit hi n t he  1 0 0- H Ar e a, s o il s ar e  c la s si fi ed  as  e i th er  Bu rb an k  l oa my  sa nd  or  Riv e rwas h , wi th 
Riv er wa s h oc c ur ri ng  cl os e r to  t h e ri v er .  Pr op os e d FRC a ct iv i ti es  wo ul d d is tu rb  th es e  s oi l t yp es  on ly 
i n ar ea s  whe r e dr il l in g, bo ri ng , o r wel l in s ta ll a ti on  wo ul d o cc ur .  Un co n ta mi na t ed  s o il s wo u ld  b e 
r ed is tr i bu te d  a ro un d  t he  te st  p l ot .  Co nt ami na te d  s oi ls  wo ul d  b e di s po se d  o f in  ac co r da nc e wit h s it e- 
s pe ci fi c  man a ge me nt  pl an s .  Soi l s ob t ai ne d a s re s ea rc h- q ua li t y sa mp l es  wo ul d be  ch ar a ct er iz e d fo r 
p ot en ti a l ha z ar do us  co nt aminants prior to laboratory experimentation.  It is estimated that the
quantity of soil removed as a result of research activities at a test plot would be small (75 kilograms
of soil per well or 825 kilograms of soil from 11 wells in a test bed); therefore, impacts to soils
would be minimal.

4.2.2 Climate and Air Quality

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a li e e nt ir e ly  wit h in  Be nt on  Co un ty  of 
Was hi ng t on  St at e.  Ben to n  Cou nt y  i s i n “a tt a in me n t”  f or  al l NAAQS e x ce pt  pa rt ic u la te  ma tt er  (PM) .
For  PM, th e c ou nt y i s “u n cl as si f ie d.”  PM is  ma na g ed  u nd e r th e  EPA Na tu ra l  Eve nt s  Pol i cy  o f 1 99 6,
s in ce  h i gh  PM e ve nt s  a re  as so ci a te d wit h na t ur al  bl owin g  d us t .  I n t he  p a st , EPA h as  ex empt e d th e 
r ur al  f u gi ti v e du st  co mp o ne nt  o f  b ac k gr ou nd  co nc e nt ra ti o ns  wh en  c on s id er i ng  p er mit  a p pl ic at i on  a n d
t he  e nf o rc eme nt  o f a ir  q u al it y s ta nd a rd s.  EPA i s  wor ki n g wi t h th e s ta te  of  Was h in gt o n to  c h ar ac t er iz e
a nd  d oc u me nt  th e so u rc es  of  PM e mi ss i on s an d  d ev e lo p ap p ro pr i at e co n tr ol  te ch ni q ue s.  I t is 
a nt ic ip a te d t ha t ac t iv it i es  s up p or ti n g pr op o se d FRC r es e ar ch  wo ul d p ro du c e mi no r  a mo u nt s of  du st 
( pa rt ic u la te  ma tt er )  a s a  r es ul t  o f s it e cl e ar in g , co ns t ru ct i on  a ct i vi ti e s (e .g ., ac c es s imp ro ve men t, t r ai le r 
p la ce me n t) , a nd  a ss o ci at e d co ns t ru ct i on  t ra f fi c.  Emi ss i on s r es ul ti n g fr o m eq ui p me nt  ty pi ca l ly 
a ss oc ia t ed  wi th  wel l -d ri l li ng  o p er at i on s (e .g., g as  p owe re d g en er at o rs ) wou ld  b e  b el o w NAAQS.  An y
p ar ti cu l at e mat te r g en er a te d fr o m th e se  a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  b e l imit ed  in  a mou nt  a n d wo u ld  o cc u r ov e r a
s ho rt  p e ri od  of  t ime .  Th e “c on f or mi t y ru le ”  ( 40  CFR 51  Sub p ar t T) ap pl i es  o n ly  t o a re as  cl as si f ie d a s
“ no na tt a in me n t”  o r “ ma in t en an ce ”  ( 40  CFR 5 1.39 4[ b ]) .  Th e co n fo rmi ty  r ul e  d oe s  n ot  a p pl y t o
“ un cl as s if ie d ” ar ea s .

Oth er  a i rb or n e po ll u ta nt s  r eg ul a te d b y NAAQS t ha t  mig ht  be  g e ne ra te d  a s a  r es ul t  o f p ro po se d  FRC
r es ea rc h  c ou l d in cl u de  v e hi cl e e xh au s t an d g en er a to rs , a nd  p o te nt ia l ly  p o in t so u rc e a ir  e mi s si on s  o f
r ad io nu c li de s  r es ul t in g f ro m dr i ll in g  a ct iv i ti es .  Un de r  Tit l e 40 , CFR, Par t 6 1, Su bp ar t H, an d 
Was hi ng t on  Ad mi ni st r at iv e  Cod e ( WAC)  24 6- 24 7 , ra d io nu cl i de  a i rb or ne  emis s io ns  f r om a l l
c ombi ne d  o pe r at io ns  at  t h e Ha nf o rd  Si te  may  no t e xc ee d 1 0 mr e m/ yr  e f fe ct i ve  d os e  e qu i va le nt  to  t h e
h yp ot he t ic al  of f- si t e ma x imal ly  ex po s ed  i nd i vi du a l.  WAC 2 46 - 24 7 re q ui re s  v er if i ca ti o n of 
c ompl ia n ce , t yp ic al l y th r ou gh  p e ri od i c co nf i rmat o ry  a ir  sa mp l in g.  The se  ra di on u cl id e  e mi ss i on s
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s ta nd ar d s wo u ld  a pp l y to  an y fu g it iv e , di ff u se , a nd  p oi n t so u rc e ai r  e mi s si on s o f ra d io nu cl i de s
g en er at e d du r in g re s ea rc h  o pe ra t io ns  at  t he  pr op o se d co n ta mi n at ed  a r ea . I t is  a n ti ci p at ed  t h at  a n y we ll 
i ns ta ll a ti on  ac ti vi t ie s t ha t mi g ht  o c cu r in  ar ea s  o f kn o wn  r a di on uc l id e c on ta mi n at io n  wou ld 
i nc or po r at e a pp ro pr i at e s af eg ua r ds  i n to  o pe r at io n s in  o r de r t o li mi t  t he  po te nt i al  f o r ai rb o rn e
c on ta mi n at io n .

I t is  a n ti ci p at ed  t h at  o p er at io n s at  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d u se  s ta n da rd , c on st r uc ti o n be st 
man ag eme nt  p r ac ti ce s  t o c on tr ol  an y a ir bo rn e  r el e as es .  Co mmo n be st  ma na g emen t p ra ct i ce s in c lu de 
a pp li ca t io n o f wa te r  f or  du st  s u pp re s si on  a n d to  co nt ro l  f ug i ti ve  e mis si o ns  d ur i ng  d r il li ng  an d o th er 
a ct iv it i es .  It  i s a nt ic i pa te d t ha t t he se  a n d ot h er  c on s tr uc t io n/ dr i ll in g  BMPs s ho ul d  a de qu a te ly  co nt ro l 
f ug it iv e  e mi s si on s o f ra d io nu cl i de s a nd  a ny  ot he r  a ir  p o ll ut a nt s.  Fin al  pr oj ec t  p la n s wo ul d  b e
e va lu at e d fo r  a pp li c ab il i ty  o f t he se  be st  ma na ge men t pr a ct ic e s an d t he  s u bs ta nt i ve  r e qu ir eme nt s o f
p er mi ts  wo ul d  b e co mpl ie d  wit h i f re q ui re d.  Any  pr op os e d ac t iv it ie s  a t t he  FRC wo ul d  n ot  h a ve  a n y
a dv er se  impa c t on  t h e cu r re nt  CERCLA re me di a ti on  ac ti vi t ie s i n th e 1 00 -H Ar ea .

Oth er  s u bs ta n ce s, wh ic h mig ht  b e  u se d  a t th e  p ro p os ed  FRC, i n cl ud e o xy ge n , hy dr o ge n, ni tr og e n, a n d
met ha ne .  No n e of  t h es e i s re gu l at ed  un de r s ta te  or  f ed e ra l a ir  r eg u la ti o ns .  Gr ou nd wat er  c o ll ec t ed 
d ur in g t he  r e se ar ch  ac ti v it ie s wou ld  no t be  ex pe c te d to  co nt a in  p ol l ut an t s th at  wo ul d  v ol at i ze  i n to  t he 
a ir .

No impa c ts  t o  a ir  q u al it y  wou ld  be  e x pe ct ed  fr om pr op os e d FRC a ct iv i ti es .

4.2.3 Water Resources

4.2.3.1 Surface Water

Sur fa ce  wa te r s wi th i n th e  1 00 -H Ar ea  ar e do min at e d by  t h e Co l umbi a Riv er , whi ch  fl ows  a lo ng s id e
t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a of  th e pr o po se d  FRC ( s ee  Fi gu re  3 - 9) .  Th e two  b ac k gr ou nd  ar ea s  a re  l o ca te d 
a pp ro xi mat el y  o ne -h a lf  mi le  f ro m t he  Co lu mb i a Ri v er .  FRC ac t iv it ie s  t o s up po rt  si te 
c ha ra ct e ri za t io n, o b ta in  re se ar c h- qu a li ty  s a mp le s , an d p er fo r m i n si tu  re se ar c h wo u ld  n ot  oc cu r  a ny 
c lo se r t ha n 2 00  f ee t  ( 60  me te rs )  f ro m a ll  s u rf ac e  wat er s , in c lu di ng  th e Col umbi a  Riv e r.  An y  p ot e nt ia l
r un of f o cc ur r in g as  a re s ul t of  gr ou n d- di st u rb in g  a ct iv i ti es , c ou pl e d wi t h ra in  ev en t s, wou l d be 
r ed uc ed  by  i mpl emen t in g b es t ma n ag eme nt  p ra c ti ce s  ( e.g., s il t  f en ce s ).

The  c lo s es t p oi nt  wh er e i nj ec ti o n of  ma te ri a ls  mi gh t oc c ur  wo ul d be  in  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  2 00  fe et 
f ro m th e  Co lu mb ia  Ri ve r .  Whi l e it  is  c on c ei va b le  t ha t  i nj e ct ed  ma te ri a ls  c ou l d re a ch  t he  Co lu mbi a
Riv er  i f  a n i nj ec ti o n we l l we re  in st a ll ed  a t  t hi s  p oi nt , PNNL a nt ic i pa te d  t he  n e ed  t o  r ec ov e r in j ec te d
s ub st an c es .  PNNL p r op os e d th at  th ey  wo ul d i ns ta l l a se r ie s o f gr ou n dwat e r ex tr a ct io n  wel ls  wi th i n
e ac h te s t pl o t to  c a pt ur e  a ny  s u bs ta n ce s in j ec te d  i nt o u ps tr e am i nj e ct io n  wel ls .  Th e se  e xt r ac ti o n we ll s 
wou ld  b e  p os i ti on ed  to  i n te rc ep t  g ro u nd wa te r  f lo w mov in g  t owa rd  t he  Co lu mbi a Ri v er .  In  a dd i ti on ,
PNNL co u ld  ma ke  u se  of  a  se co nd a ry  c o nt ai nme nt  s y st em o f  f iv e  e xi st i ng  e x tr ac ti o n we l ls  l oc a te d
wit hi n 1 50  f e et  o f t he  Co lu mb ia  Ri ve r  t o en s ur e t ha t su b st an c es  i nj e ct ed  as  p ar t  o f i n si tu  re se ar c h by 
i nv es ti g at or s  d o no t  r ea c h th e Col umb ia  Riv e r.  The  e xi s ti ng  fi ve  e x tr ac t io n we l ls  a r e pa rt  of  a n  o n- 
g oi ng  CERCLA In te ri m Reme di al  Ac ti on  th at  i n vo lv e s pu mp i ng  a n d tr ea t in g f or  c hr o mi um- 
c on ta mi n at ed  gr ou nd wat er .  Fi lt e rs  t o  e xt ra c t tr a ce rs , e le ct r on  d on o rs  a n d ac ce p to rs , n ut ri e nt s,
mic ro or g an is ms an d o th er  su bs ta n ce s wou ld  b e  a dd e d to  t h e ex t ra ct io n  wel l  s ys te ms.  The  p ump  a nd 
t re at  e x tr ac t io n we l ls  h a ve  b ee n  o pe r at in g c on st a nt ly  a n d wi l l co nt i nu e t o do  s o  ( DOE/RL 19 9 9c ).
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All  c on t amin a te d wa t er  e x tr ac te d  f ro m t he  p r op os e d we ll s  a nd  ex is ti n g pu mp an d t re at  ex tr ac t io n
wel ls  wo ul d b e co ll e ct ed  in  l ar g e tr u ck -mou n te d t an ks  a n d tr a ns po rt e d to  th e Ef f lu en t  Tre at men t
Fac il it y  ( ETF).  Co n ta mi n at ed  wa te r e xt ra ct e d fr o m th e e xi st i ng  p ump  a nd  tr ea t e xt ra c ti on  we ll s g oe s
t hr ou gh  a fi l tr at io n  s ys t em a nd  is  r e in je ct e d in t o th e g ro un d  u ps tr e am f r om t he  pu mp  an d tr e at  a r ea .
( Se e Se c ti on  4.2.10  fo r was te  c o nt ro l  i nf or mat io n .)   In  th e u nl ik el y  e ve n t th at  al l o f th e e xi st i ng  a nd 
p ro po se d  e xt r ac ti on  we ll s  f ai le d , th e  p ot en t ia l e xi st s t ha t g ro un dwa te r a dd it iv e s in j ec te d a s pa r t of  i n
s it u re se ar c h at  ei th er  th e b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea s  c ou l d pa ss  th ro u gh  g ro u nd wa t er  c ha n ne ls 
i n th e h ig hl y  p or ou s  l oa my sa nd  so il s  o f th e  1 00 - H Ar ea  to  t h e Co lu mbi a Riv er .

As de sc r ib ed  in  App e nd ix  A, s ma l l qu a nt it ie s  o f n on to xi c  t ra c er s, n u tr ie n ts , el e ct ro n  d on or s  o r
a cc ep to r s, mi cr oo rg a ni sms , or  o t he r s ub st an c es  mi gh t be  in je c te d as  pa rt  of  t he  i n si tu  re se ar c h
a ct iv it i es .  Th es e s ub st a nc es  mi gh t b e in je c te d e it he r i nt o t he  b ac k gr ou n d or  c o nt ami na te d a re as  of  t he 
p ro po se d  FRC in  a cc o rd an c e wi th  st at e  a nd  f e de ra l  r eg ul a ti on s , be st  ma na g emen t p ra ct i ce s an d  c lo s e
mon it or i ng  o f  e nv ir o nmen t al  c on d it io n s.  Wh i le  i n si tu  re se ar c h at  th e ba c kg ro u nd  a nd  co nt a mi na te d 
a re as  wo ul d p ro vi de  ad di t io na l i nf or mat io n o n gr o un dwat e r fl o w pa th s  a nd  th e mo v emen t  o f in j ec te d 
mat er ia l s, s u ff ic ie n t in f or ma ti o n cu r re nt ly  ex is t s to  p e rmit  es ti ma t es  o f  p ot en t ia l i mp ac ts  fr om th e
i nj ec ti o n of  th es e mat er i al s on  su rf a ce  wat e rs .

4.2.3.1.1 Tracers

To be tt e r un d er st an d  g ro u nd wa te r  f lo w p at hs  an d s pe ed , n on to x ic  a nd  no np e rs is te n t tr a ce rs  c o ul d b e
i nj ec te d  i n c on ce nt r at io n s ra ng i ng  f r om 5 00  pa rt s  p er  mi ll io n  ( pp m)  to  1 0 ,0 00  p p m at  bo th  t h e
b ac kg ro u nd  a n d co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s of  th e pr o po se d  FRC.  Ex amp le s of  tr ac e rs  t ha t  mig h t be  u s ed 
i nc lu de  br omi de , ch l or of l uo ro ca r bo ns , l at ex  mi cr o sp he re s , al c oh ol s, an d n on -r ad i oa ct i ve  s tr o nt iu m.
Tra ce r i nj ec t io ns  a t  t he  two pr o po se d  b ac kg r ou nd  ar ea s wou ld  be  mor e  t ha n  1 ,5 00  fe et  fr om t h e
Col umbi a  Riv e r an d c on ce n tr at io n s wo u ld  b e e xp ec t ed  t o b e un mea su ra b le  b y  t he  t i me  t h e tr ac e r ha d 
t ra ve le d  o nl y  h al f t ha t d is ta nc e .  I n  p ar t, th is  wo ul d b e du e  t o a s lo w g ro un dwa te r f lo w ra t e of  si x
i nc he s p er  d a y an d t o th e  d if fu s io n o f th e t ra ce r  i nt o t he  s u bs ur fa c e ma t ri x.  I n co n tr as t, tr ac e r
i nj ec ti o ns  i n to  t he  co nt a mi na te d  a re a , pa rt i cu la r ly  i nt o  t es t  p lo ts  C an d  D, wh i ch  a r e cl os e  t o t he 
Col umbi a  Riv e r, c ou l d co n ce iv ab l y re a ch  t he  su rf a ce  wat e rs  i f  t he y wer e n ot  c ap t ur ed  by  p ro p os ed 
NABIR e x tr ac t io n we l ls  o r  e xi st i ng  p u mp  a nd  tr ea t  e xt ra c ti on  we ll s.

As wi th  tr ac e rs  p ro p os ed  fo r us e  a t t he  ORNL FRC, t ra ce r s pr o po se d f or  u s e at  t h e ba c kg ro un d  a nd 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s o f 10 0 -H wou l d al s o be  g r ea tl y  d il ut e d by  di ff us i on  i n to  t he  ma tr i x of  t h e 10 0 -H
Are a su b su rf a ce .  As su mi n g th at  no  NABI R ex t ra ct i on  wel l s we r e in st a ll ed , i nj ec t ed  t r ac er s wou ld  be 
r ec ov er e d in  th e co n ti nu o us ly  o p er at i ng  p ump  a nd  tr ea t e xt ra c ti on  we ll  s y st ems.

Dif fe re n t tr a ce rs  mo ve  a n d di ff u se  i n to  t he  gr ou n dwat er  at  d i ff er en t  r at e s. The r ef or e , th e u se  o f  mor e
t ha n on e  t ra c er  a t t he  s a me  t ime  p ro v id es  a d di ti o na l in f or ma t io n ab o ut  t h e su bs u rf ac e  t ha n wou ld  be 
p os si bl e  wit h  o nl y o ne  t r ac er .  In je c ti on  o f  mul t ip le  t r ac er s  a t on e  t ime  i n th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a in  a n 
i nj ec ti o n we l l 20 0 f ee t f ro m th e  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r wou ld  n o t be  ex pe ct e d to  re su lt  in  a n  i nc re a se d
p os si bi l it y t ha t an y  o f t he  t ra c er s wou ld  r e ac h t he  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r.  Aga i n, b ot h  t he  pr op os e d NABIR
e xt ra ct i on  we ll  s ys t em a n d th e e xi st i ng  p ump  a nd  tr ea t s ys te m wou ld  be  e mpl oy ed  to  e n su re  t h at  t h es e
t ra ce rs  wo ul d  n ot  r e ac h t he  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r.

Tra ce r c on ce n tr at io n s wo u ld  n ot  be  e x pe ct ed  to  e x ce ed  1 0 ,0 00  pp m.  The  u s e of  n o nt ox i c an d n on -
p er si st e nt  t r ac er s c ou pl e d wi th  th e p ro po se d  a nd  ex is ti n g ex t ra ct io n  wel l  s ys te ms wo u ld  e ns u re  t h at 
t ra ce rs  wo ul d  n ot  r e ac h t he  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r.  Fur t he r in f or ma t io n on  th e p ro po se d  u se  of  g ro u nd wa t er 
t ra ce rs  at  t h e FRC i s av a il ab le  in  Ap pe nd ix  A.
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4.2.3.1.2 Electron Donors and Acceptors and Other Nutrients

To st imu la te  th e ac t iv it y  a nd  g r owth  of  mic r oo rg a ni sms, el ec t ro n do n or s o r ac ce p to rs  or  o th e r
n ut ri en t s co u ld  b e i nj ec t ed  i n c on ce n tr at io n s ra n gi ng  f r om 1 0 0 pp m t o 30 0  p pm ( i .e ., 10 0 mg / L to  30 0
mg/ L)  a t  b ot h  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.  At ma x imum, t he se 
c on ce nt r at io n s wo ul d  b e l ower  t h an  t h os e th a t wo u ld  b e c on si d er ed  a t  t he  ORNL FRC.  Exa mp le s  o f
e le ct ro n  d on o rs  t ha t  mig h t be  u s ed  i n cl ud e a ce ta t e, g lu c os e, la ct at e , hy d ro ge n, or  mo la ss es .  Ex a mp le s
o f el ec t ro n a cc ep to r s th a t mi gh t  b e u se d in c lu de  ox yg en , n it r at e, me th an e  o r su l fa te .  Ot he r  n ut r ie nt s
mig ht  i n cl ud e  n it ro g en  a n d ph os p ho ru s .  I nj e ct io n s at  t h e ba c kg ro un d  a re a  wou ld  no t o cc ur  i n  c lo s e
p ro xi mi t y to  th e Co l umbi a  Riv er  (i .e ., th ey  wo ul d  b e mo r e th a n 1,50 0  f ee t  f ro m t he  Co lu mb ia  Ri ve r ).

Alt ho ug h  i nj e ct io ns  at  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  c ou l d be  a s  c lo s e as  2 0 0 fe e t to  t h e Co l umbi a Riv er , t he 
l ik el y a pp ro a ch  f or  su ch  in je ct i on s wou ld  b e  a  p u sh -p ul l  a pp r oa ch .  In  a  pu sh -p u ll  e x pe ri me n t,
e le ct ro n  d on o rs , ac c ep to r s or  n u tr ie n ts  wou l d be  “p us he d ” in t o a si n gl e i nj ec ti o n we l l, a nd  th en 
“ pu ll ed ”  o ut  of  t he  sa me  we ll  a f te r a  s ho rt  ti me  of  u p t o se v er al  h o ur s ( Sc hr ot h  e t a l. 1 99 8 ).  Usi ng  t h is 
t yp e of  in je c ti on /e x tr ac t io n pr o ce du r e in  a  si ng l e we ll , PNNL e st ima te s t ha t ap p ro xi mat el y 9 5 pe r ce nt 
o f th e i nj ec t ed  mat e ri al s  c ou ld  be  r e co ve re d  t hr o ug h th e  i nj e ct io n wel l ( Lo ng  1 9 99 a) .

I n so me  ca se s , el ec t ro n d on or s, el ec t ro n ac c ep to r s, o r n ut ri e nt s co u ld  b e  i nj ec t ed  i n to  o ne  we ll  an d
e xt ra ct e d fr o m an ot h er .  In  s uc h  a  s i tu at io n , th e  p ro po s ed  s e ri es  o f  NABI R ex tr a ct io n  wel ls  an d t he 
e xi st in g  p ump  a nd  t r ea t e xt ra ct i on  we ll s wo u ld  mi ti ga te  an y p ot en ti a l fo r  e le ct r on  d o no rs , e le ct r on 
a cc ep to r s, o r  n ut ri e nt s t o re ac h  t he  su rf ac e  wat e rs  o f t he  Co lu mb ia  Ri ve r .  I n a dd it i on , th e  p ro p os ed 
NABIR e x tr ac t io n we l ls  a n d th e e xi st i ng  p ump  a nd  tr ea t s ys te m wou ld  ca pt u re  a ny  co nt a mi na nt s  t ha t 
mig ht  b e  mob i li ze d a s a r es ul t o f th e  a dd it i on  o f  e le ct r on  d o no rs , e le ct r on  a cc e pt or s , or  n u tr ie n ts  i n t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

Ano th er  po in t  t o co n si de r  wou ld  be  a  sh if t i n th e  e xi st i ng  mi cr ob ia l  p op u la ti on  du e t o th e a dd it i on  o f
e le ct ro n  d on o rs , el e ct ro n  a cc ep t or s, or  n ut r ie nt s .  Bas e d on  two ot h er  r e ce nt  s t ud ie s , ev en  th ou g h th e
s pe ci es  th at  co ns ti t ut e t he  e xi s ti ng  mi cr ob i al  p o pu la ti o ns  mi gh t sh i ft , t he  s hi f t wo u ld  o nl y  b e
d et ec ta b le  a s  l on g a s th e  e le ct r on  d o no r, e l ec tr o n ac ce p to r o r nu tr i en t was  p re s en t i n th e g ro un d wa te r
( Ko no pk a  e t a l. 1 99 9 , Ro o ne y- Va r ga  e t  a l. 1 9 99 ).  Onc e t he  e l ec tr on  do no r , ac ce p to r o r nu tr i en t was 
r emov ed  fr om th e gr o un dwa te r th r ou gh  th e ex t ra ct i on  wel l  s ys t ems, t h e mi c ro bi al  po pu l at io ns  wo ul d 
r et ur n t o th e ir  p re v io us  st at e, an d t he re  wo ul d b e no  c h an ge  to  i np u ts  t o  t he  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r .

Fur th er  in fo r ma ti on  on  t h e pr op o se d u se  o f e le ct r on  d on o rs  a n d ac ce p to rs  an d nu t ri en t s at  t h e FRC i s
a va il ab l e in  Ap pe nd i x A.

4.2.3.1.3 Microorganisms

To de te r mi ne  wh et he r  i t mig ht  b e  f ea s ib le  t o  a dd  mi cr oo r ga ni s ms  t o a  c on t amin at e d su b su rf ac e 
e nv ir on men t, a smal l  q ua n ti ty  ( 2  X 1 0 7  co lo ny  fo rmi ng  u ni t s pe r  ml [c f u/ ml ] ) of  n a ti ve 
mic ro or g an is ms co ul d  b e i nj ec te d  i nt o  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.
Nat iv e mic ro o rg an is ms wo u ld  mos t  l ik e ly  b e s tr ai n s th at  wo ul d  b e is o la te d  f ro m t he  c o nt amin a te d
a re a an d  r ei n je ct ed .  Re i nj ec ti o n of  na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  wo ul d no t  b e e xp ec te d  t o b e of  c o nc er n 
e it he r a t th e  b ac kg r ou nd  or  c on t amin a te d ar e a.  Alt ho ug h  t he y  wou ld  no t b e ex pe c te d t o mo ve  th ro u gh 
t he  g ro u nd wa t er  ( Dy b as  e t  a l. 1 9 97 ), it  i s c on ce i va bl e t ha t t he y co u ld  p r ol if er a te .  In  s ome  c as e s, t he 
p us h- pu l l te c hn iq ue  mi gh t  b e us e d;  i n  o th er  ca se s , on e i nj ec t io n an d  o ne  or  mor e  d if f er en t e xt ra c ti on 
wel ls  mi gh t b e us ed .  In  ei th er  si tu a ti on , t he  mi cr oo rg a ni sms  wou ld  be  c a pt ur ed  in  t h e pr op o se d
NABIR e x tr ac t io n we l ls  o r  i n th e  e xi s ti ng  p u mp  a n d tr ea t  e xt r ac ti on  we ll s .
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PNNL ha s  s ta t ed  t ha t  n on - na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  wo ul d be  th os e  f ro m a  n on - Ha nf or d  f ie l d si te  (Lon g 
1 99 9b ).  Non - na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  wo ul d no t  b e i nj ec te d  e it h er  a t t he  b a ck gr ou n d or  co nt ami na te d 
a re as .  Si mi l ar ly , g en et i ca ll y e ng in e er ed  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  wou l d no t b e us e d ei th e r at  th e ba c kg ro u nd 
o r co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s.  Fur th er  in fo r ma ti on  on  t h e pr op o se d u se  o f mic ro o rg an is ms at  th e FRC i s
a va il ab l e in  Ap pe nd i x A.

4.2.3.1.4 Other Substances

As di sc u ss ed  in  s ec t io n 4 .1 .3 .1 .4, t h e two p ri ma r y cl as s es  o f  o th er  su bs t an ce s t ha t mig ht  b e  i nj e ct ed 
wou ld  b e  b io s ur fa ct a nt s a nd  c he l at or s .  Howe ve r, un li ke  th e p ro po se d  ORNL FRC, PNNL wou ld  n o t
c on si de r  u si n g th es e  t wo  cl as se s  o f s ub st an c es  e i th er  a t  t he  ba ck gr o un d o r th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea s .
Bec au se  th ey  wo ul d n ot  b e  u se d, th er e  wou ld  be  n o  i mp ac t s to  th e su r fa ce  wa te rs  of  t h e Co lu mbi a
Riv er .

4.2.3.2 Floodplain and Wetlands

The  o nl y  p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it ie s  e xp e ct ed  t o  o cc u r wi th i n fl o od pl ai n  a re a s wo ul d  b e wel l dr i ll in g 
a nd  mon i to ri n g (e .g ., in s ta ll at i on  o f  p ie zo met er s ).  Ty p ic al  in st al l at io n s of  we ll s o r pi ez o me te r s, u si n g
f or  e xa mpl e, 2 fo ot  by  6  in ch  ( 0 .4 1 met er  b y  1 5.2 4 ce nt i me te r ) di ame te r p ro te ct i ve  c a si ng  a n d 4 f oo t
b y 3 in c h (0 .82  met e r by  7.62  c e nt ime te r)  d i amet e r bo ll a rd s wit h a c on cr e te  p ad  3 in c he s hi g h an d  2 
f ee t lo n g (7 .62  c en t imet e rs  b y .41  me te rs ) may  r e du ce  t h e cr o ss -s ec t io na l  a re a o f th e  f lo od p la in  by 
1 .6 4 sq u ar e f ee t (.5  s qu a re  met e rs ).  Thi s r ed uc t io n in  vo lu me of  e v en  s e ve ra l wel ls  wo ul d b e
n eg li gi b le  wi th in  t h e to t al  c ro s s- se c ti on al  ar ea  of  t he  fl oo d pl ai n.  Wel l  a nd  p i ez ome te r co n st ru c ti on 
t he re fo r e, wo ul d ha v e ne g li gi bl e  i mp a ct  o n t he  f l oo dp la i n.  The  wel l  p ad s  wou ld  mi ni miz e th e  e ro s io n
p ot en ti a l of  th e we l ls  a n d bo ll a rd s.

At th e a pp ro p ri at e t ime, we ll s wou ld  be  p lu g ge d ( ba ck fi l le d wit h cl e an  s o il s)  a n d ab a nd on ed .  We l l
p lu gg in g  a nd  ab an do n me nt  wo ul d r es ul t  i n th e  r emo va l of  su rf a ce  s tr u ct ur e s (e .g . wel l he ad s)  an d
r es to ra t io n o f th e f or me r  g ra de .  Th i s ac ti v it y wou ld  h a ve  l i tt le  i mpa ct  on  f lo o ds ta g e or  f l oo dp l ai n
c ro ss -s e ct io n al  a re a , no r  wou ld  th er e  b e an  in cr e as e in  er os i on al  p o te nt i al  s in c e th e  wel lh e ad  a n d ot he r 
s ur fa ce  eq ui p me nt  wo ul d b e re mo v ed  a n d th e s it e r es to re d  t o t he  o ri g in al  gr ad e.

No st ru c tu re s  o r fa c il it i es  wou l d be  co ns tr u ct ed  in  t he  fl oo d pl ai n.  Mov e me nt  o f  h ea v y eq ui p me nt 
t hr ou gh  th e f lo od pl a in  wo ul d be  a te mpo ra ry  oc cu r re nc e a nd  wo ul d no t  i mp a ct  t he  ca pa c it y of  th e
f lo od pl a in  t o  s to re  or  c a rr y wa t er .  Th e imp ac ts  fr om t h e mo v emen t o f he a vy  e qu i pmen t  a lo ne  is 
e xp ec te d  t o b e ne gl i gi bl e .  To t he  e x te nt  p r ac ti c ab le , s ta gi n g ar ea s  a nd  ac ce ss  ro ad s  wou ld  be 
t empo ra r y, c o ns tr uc t io n wou ld  b e  l imi te d to  pe ri o ds  o f l ow p r ec ip it a ti on , a nd  s t ab il i za ti on  an d
r es to ra t io n o f th e a ff ec t ed  a re a s wo u ld  b e i ni ti a te d pr o mp tl y .

Wet la nd s  i n a ss oc ia t io n wit h th e  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r o cc ur  o n  t he  ba nk s o f th e  Col umb ia  i n  p ro xi mit y t o
t he  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a.  Th e se  we tl an ds  ar e s ma ll  i n  s ca l e an d a re 
g en er al l y as s oc ia te d  wit h  t he  i mme di a te  b an k  o f t he  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r.  Pro p os ed  FRC re s ea rc h wou ld 
n ot  o cc u r in  pr ox imi ty  t o  t he  we tl an d s an d wou ld  no t imp ac t t he m.

4.2.3.3 Groundwater

The  Rin g ol d a nd  Han f or d For ma ti o ns  a r e co nt i nu ou s  a cr os s  t he  10 0- H Are a.  App ro x imat e ly  3 00  fe et 
o f su pr a ba sa l t se di men t o ve rl ie  th e p ro po se d  FRC.  Th e wat er  ta bl e r an ge s  f ro m 0  f ee t  a t th e 
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Col umbi a  Riv e r to  1 0 7 fe e t in  d e pt h.  The  d i re ct i on  o f t he  g r ou nd wa t er  f l ow i s t owar d  t he  r i ve r.
Und er  h i gh  r i ve r fl o ws , t he  d ir e ct io n  o f gr o un dwa te r fl o w ma y  b e re v er se d  f or  s e ve ra l  h un dr e d fe e t
i nl an d.

The  c on t amin a te d gr o un dwa te r un d er ly i ng  t he  10 0- H Are a i s co n ta in ed  wi th i n a CERCLA o pe ra bl e 
u ni t (1 0 0- HR- 3) .  Co nt ami na nt s o f co n ce rn  wi th in  10 0- HR- 3 in c lu de  c h ro mi u m, n it r at e, te ch ne t iu m- 
9 9, a nd  ur an i um.  Th is  o p er ab le  un it  is  c ur r en tl y  u nd er g oi ng  in te ri m r eme di at io n  b y a  p ump a nd  t r ea t
s ys te m.  The r e ar e e xt ra c ti on  we ll s l oc at ed  al on g  t he  r i ve r t o in te r ce pt  an d re mov e c on ta mi n at ed 
g ro un dwa te r, th er eb y  p ro t ec ti ng  th e q ua li ty  of  s u rf ac e wat er  (i .e ., th e Col umbi a  Riv e r) .  Bo th  t h e
b ac kg ro u nd  a n d th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea  wo ul d b e lo c at ed  h y dr au l ic al ly  up gr a di en t o f th e  p ump a nd 
t re at  s y st em.

Bec au se  of  t h e so me wha t l imit ed  fi el d  s it e i nf or mat io n a va il a bl e fo r  b ot h  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s, on e o f th e f ir st  fi el d a ct iv i ti es  t h at  c o ul d be  ex pe c te d at  bo th  th e ba c kg ro u nd  a nd 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s wou ld  be  a  g r ou nd wat er  g r ad ie n t te st .  As  wi th  mo st  g r ou nd wa t er  g r ad ie nt  te st s ,
mod if ic a ti on  of  t he  gr ou n dwat er  gr ad i en t du e  t o p ump/ sl u g te s ts  wou l d be  ex pe ct e d to  al te r t he 
g ro un dwa te r g ra di en t  o ve r  a n ar e a of  se ve ra l  h un d re d fe e t an d  o ve r a  t ime  f ra me  of  we ek s.  Howev e r,
g ro un dwa te r p umpi ng  an d mon it or i ng  a c ti vi ti e s wo u ld  n ot  ge ne r at e mo r e th a n 14 ,0 0 0 ga l lo ns  p e r ye a r
o f pu rg e  wat e r.2  The se  te st s  wou ld  no t a ff ec t t he  e x is ti ng  di re c ti on  o f  o ve r al l gr o un dwa te r fl o w.  The 
g ro un dwa te r g ra di en t  wou l d be  e x pe ct e d to  r e tu rn  to  i ts  pr e- t es t le v el  a n d th e o ve ra l l gr ou n dwat e r
g ra di en t  wou l d no t b e si g ni fi ca n tl y a lt er ed .

As de sc r ib ed  in  App e nd ix  A, s ma l l qu a nt it ie s  o f n on to xi c  t ra c er s, e l ec tr o n do no r s an d  a cc ep t or s,
n ut ri en t s, mi cr oo rg a ni sms , or  o t he r s ub st an c es  mi gh t be  in je c te d as  pa rt  of  t he  i n si tu  re se ar c h
a ct iv it i es .  Th es e s ub st a nc es  mi gh t b e in je c te d e it he r i nt o t he  b ac k gr ou n d or  c o nt ami na te d a re as  of  t he 
p ro po se d  FRC in  a cc o rd an c e wi th  be st  ma na ge men t p ra ct ic e s an d  c lo se  mo ni t or in g o f en v ir on me n ta l
c on di ti o ns .  Be ca us e  t he  pr op os e d co n ta mi na t ed  a r ea  wou l d be  lo ca te d  i n a  CERCLA o pe r ab le  u n it ,
p er mi tt i ng  o f  d is ch a rg es  re su lt i ng  f r om FRC ac ti v it ie s wou ld  no t be  re qu i re d.  PNNL h as  o bt a in ed 
a nd  c ur r en tl y  h ol ds  se ve r al  Cat e go ri c al  Sta t e Wa s te  Dis c ha rg e  Per mi t s th a t co ve r  v ar i ou s ca t eg or i es 
o f di sc h ar ge s , in cl u di ng  ex pe ri men ta l  d is ch a rg es  fr om r e se ar c h ac ti v it ie s .  FRC wo rk  wo ul d b e do n e
wit hi n t he  b o un ds  o f  t he s e pe rmi ts .

4.2.3.3.1 Tracers

As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .2 .3 .1 .1, t o  b et te r  u nd e rs ta nd  gr ou n dwat er  fl ow pa th s a nd  s p ee d, n o nt ox i c
a nd  n on - pe rs i st en t t ra ce r s in  c o nc en t ra ti on s  r an g in g fr o m 50 0  p pm t o  1 0,0 00  p pm mi gh t  b e in j ec te d  a t
b ot h th e  b ac k gr ou nd  an d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s o f th e  p ro po s ed  FRC.  As  wi th  th e tr a ce rs  pr op os e d fo r 
u se  a t t he  ORNL FRC, t he  tr ac er s  p ro p os ed  f o r us e  a t th e  b ac k gr ou nd  an d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea s o f 10 0 -
H wou ld  al so  be  g re a tl y d il ut ed  by  d i ff us io n  i nt o  t he  ma tr ix  of  t he  10 0- H Are a s ub su r fa ce .

Non re ac t iv e t ra ce rs  pr op o se d fo r  u se  at  t he  ba ck g ro un d a nd  c o nt amin a te d a re as  wo ul d n ot  b e
e xp ec te d  t o a lt er  t h e gr o un dwat e r ch e mi st ry  if  u s ed .  Re ac ti v e tr ac e rs  c o ul d co n ce iv a bl y al t er  t h e
g ro un dwa te r c he mi st r y, b u t th ei r  u se  wo ul d b e te s te d in  th e l ab or at o ry  p r io r to  us e i n th e f ie ld .  Ba se d 
                                                       

2 In accordance with the Hanford purge water strategy, if groundwater were uncontaminated, it could be
released onsite but not discharged directly to the Columbia River.  If it were contaminated, it would be
collected in tanker trucks until it could be transported to the ETF.
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o n th e l ab or a to ry  s t ud ie s , re ac t iv e t ra ce rs  th at  wo ul d a lt er  th e gr o un dwa te r ch e mi st r y wo ul d  n ot  be 
u se d at  th e b ac kg ro u nd  o r  c on ta min at e d ar ea s .

4.2.3.3.2 Electron Donors and Acceptors and Nutrients

To st imu la te  th e ac t iv it y  a nd  g r owth  of  mic r oo rg a ni sms, el ec t ro n do n or s o r ac ce p to rs  or  o th e r
n ut ri en t s mi g ht  b e i nj ec t ed  i n c on ce n tr at io n s ra n gi ng  f r om 1 0 0 pp m t o 30 0  p pm ( i .e ., 10 0 mg / L to  30 0
mg/ L)  a t  b ot h  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.  At ma x imum, t he se 
c on ce nt r at io n s wo ul d  b e l ower  t h an  t h os e th a t wo u ld  b e c on si d er ed  a t  t he  ORNL FRC. I n je ct io n s at 
t he  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea  wo ul d  n ot  o c cu r i n cl os e  p ro x imit y t o th e  Col umb ia  Ri ve r (i .e., t he y wo u ld  b e 
mor e th a n 1,5 00  f ee t  f ro m t he  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r ).

As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .2 .3 .1 .2, i n je ct io n s at  th e co n ta mi n at ed  a r ea  c o ul d be  as  c l os e as  20 0 f ee t to 
t he  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r a nd  t h e mo st  li ke l y ap pr o ac h wou ld  b e  t o u se  a  p u sh -p u ll  a pp r oa ch .  Ag ai n ,
a pp ro xi mat el y  9 5% o f  t he  in je ct e d ma t er ia ls  co ul d  b e re c ov er e d us in g  t he  pu sh -p u ll  a p pr oa ch .  Wi t h
i nj ec ti o n co n ce nt ra t io ns  of  u p t o 30 0  p pm, i t is  no t li k el y t ha t gr o un dwa te r ch e mi st r y wo ul d  b e
c ha ng ed  in  a  la rg e a re a o f th e s ub su r fa ce .

I n so me  ca se s , el ec t ro n d on or s, el ec t ro n ac c ep to r s, o r n ut ri e nt s mi g ht  b e  i nj ec t ed  i n to  o ne  we ll  an d
e xt ra ct e d fr o m an ot h er .  In  s uc h  a  s i tu at io n , th e  p ro po s ed  s e ri es  o f  NABI R ex tr a ct io n  wel ls  an d t he 
e xi st in g  p ump  a nd  t r ea t e xt ra ct i on  we ll s wo u ld  mi ti ga te  an y p ot en ti a l fo r  e le ct r on  d o no rs , e le ct r on 
a cc ep to r s, o r  n ut ri e nt s t o ch an g e th e  g ro un d wa te r  c he mi s tr y o f la rg e  a re a s.  Fo r  a re a s th at  wo ul d  b e
c ha ng ed  su ch  th at  a  co nt a mi na nt  wo ul d  b ec ome  mor e  mob il e , th e  p ro po s ed  NABI R ex t ra ct i on  wel l s
a nd  e xi s ti ng  pu mp  a n d tr e at  s ys t em wo ul d ca p tu re  mo bi li z ed  c o nt amin a nt s.

Pos si bl e  s hi f ts  c ou l d oc c ur  i n t he  e x is ti ng  mi cr o bi al  p o pu la t io n du e  t o t he  a dd i ti on  of  e le c tr on  do no rs ,
e le ct ro n  a cc e pt or s, or  n u tr ie nt s .  Ho we ve r, at  t h e lo w c on ce n tr at io n s th a t wo ul d  b e u se d, c h an ge s  i n
t he  mic r ob ia l  p op ul a ti on  wo ul d b e li mit ed  i n  t he  ar ea  o f  t he  su bs ur f ac e a ff ec te d  a nd  wo ul d o nl y
p er si st  if  t h e el ec t ro n d on or s, ac ce p to rs  o r  n ut r ie nt s wer e t o co nt i nu e t o be  a d de d.  Fur th e r in f or ma ti o n
o n th e p ro po s ed  u se  of  e l ec tr on  do no r s an d a cc ep t or s an d  n ut r ie nt s a t th e  FRC i s  a va i la bl e i n
App en di x  A.

4.2.3.3.3 Microorganisms

To de te r mi ne  wh et he r  i t mig ht  b e  f ea s ib le  t o  a dd  mi cr oo r ga ni s ms  t o a  c on t amin at e d su b su rf ac e 
e nv ir on men t, a smal l  q ua n ti ty  ( 2  X 1 0 7  co lo ny  fo rmi ng  u ni t s pe r  ml [c f u/ ml ] ) of  n a ti ve 
mic ro or g an is ms mi gh t  b e i nj ec te d  i nt o  t he  b a ck gr o un d an d  c on t amin at e d ar e as  o f t he  p r op os ed  FRC.
As de sc r ib ed  in  Sec t io n 4 .2 .3 .1 .3, n a ti ve  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  wou l d mo st  li ke l y be  s t ra in s  t ha t wou ld  be 
i so la te d  f ro m t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a a nd  r ei n je ct e d.  Re i nj ec t io n of  na ti v e mi cr o or ga n is ms  wo ul d n ot 
b e ex pe c te d t o be  o f  c on c er n ei t he r a t th e b ac kg r ou nd  o r  c on t amin at e d ar e a.  Al t ho ug h  t he y wou ld  no t
b e ex pe c te d t o mo ve  th ro u gh  t he  gr ou n dwat er  (Dyb a s et  a l . 19 9 7) , it  is  c o nc ei va b le  t h at  t he y  c ou l d
s ur vi ve .  In  so me  c a se s, th e pu s h- pu l l te ch n iq ue  mi gh t b e us e d to  i n je ct  na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms .  In 
o th er  c a se s, on e in j ec ti o n an d o ne  o r  mor e d if fe r en t ex t ra ct i on  wel l s mi g ht  b e u se d.  I n ei t he r
s it ua ti o n, t h e mi cr o or ga n is ms  wo ul d b e ca pt u re d i n th e p ro po s ed  NABI R ex t ra ct io n  wel l s or  i n  t he 
e xi st in g  p ump  a nd  t r ea t e xt ra ct i on  we ll s.

I f nu tr i en ts  we re  t o  b e a dd ed  a l on g wit h mi c ro or g an is ms , t he  ad de d mic ro o rg an is ms co u ld  p ro l if er a te .
Whi le  a  pr ol i fe ra ti o n of  ad de d mic ro o rg an is ms co u ld  e ff e ct  a  ch an ge  in  t h e gr ou n dwat e r ch emi st ry 
s uc h th a t a c on ta mi n an t wou ld  b e  mob i li ze d, an y c on ta mi n an ts  th at  mi gh t b e mo bi l iz ed  wo ul d b e



Environmental Assessment
for the Selection and Operation of the Proposed Field Research Centers for the NABIR Program

06/30/00

4 29

c ap tu re d  e it h er  i n t he  p r op os ed  NABI R e xt ra c ti on  we ll s o r in  th e ex i st in g  p ump a nd  t r ea t ex t ra ct i on 
wel ls .

PNNL ha s  s ta t ed  t ha t  n on - na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  wo ul d be  th os e  f ro m a  n on - Ha nf or d  f ie l d si te  (Lon g 
1 99 9b ).  Non - na ti ve  mi cr o or ga ni s ms  wo ul d no t  b e i nj ec te d  e it h er  a t t he  b a ck gr ou n d or  co nt ami na te d 
a re as .  Si mi l ar ly , g en et i ca ll y e ng in e er ed  mi cr oo r ga ni sms  wou l d no t b e us e d ei th e r at  th e ba c kg ro u nd 
o r co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s.  Fur th er  in fo r ma ti on  on  t h e pr op o se d u se  o f mic ro o rg an is ms at  th e FRC i s
a va il ab l e in  Ap pe nd i x A.

4.2.3.3.4 Other Substances

As di sc u ss ed  in  s ec t io n 4 .2 .3 .1 .4, t h e two p ri ma r y cl as s es  o f  o th er  su bs t an ce s t ha t c ou ld  b e  i nj e ct ed 
wou ld  b e  b io s ur fa ct a nt s a nd  c he l at or s .  Howe ve r, un li ke  th e p ro po se d  ORNL FRC, PNNL wou ld  n o t
c on si de r  u si n g th es e  t wo  cl as se s  o f s ub st an c es  e i th er  a t  t he  ba ck gr o un d o r th e c on ta min at ed  ar ea s .
Bec au se  th ey  wo ul d n ot  b e  u se d, th er e  wou ld  be  n o  i mp ac t s to  th e gr o un dwa te r.

I n su mma ry , i t is  a n ti ci p at ed  t h at  NABI R ba s ic  r e se ar ch  at  t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  wo ul d
s er ve  t o  b et t er  d ef i ne  t h e na tu r e of  ex is ti n g co n ta mi na t io n a nd  a id  in  t h e de ve l op me n t of 
b io re me d ia ti o n te ch n ol og i es  t o a ss is t  i n cl e an -u p  o f bo t h gr o un dwat e r an d  s ed ime nt s i n th e 1 00 -H
Are a.  Ove ra l l, t he  hy dr o ge ol og y  a nd  ge oc he mis tr y  o f th e  1 00 - H Ar ea  wo ul d  n ot  b e  a lt e re d by  th e
s ma ll -s c al e r es ea rc h  a ct i vi ti es .  Gr o un dwat e r gr a di en t mod if i ca ti on s , in c lu di ng  pu mp / sl ug  t e st s,
wou ld  o n ly  t e mp or ar i ly  a l te r gr o un dwa te r ch a ra ct e ri st ic s  a nd  wo ul d n ot  a f fe ct  t h e ex i st in g d ir ec t io n
o f ov er a ll  g r ou nd wa t er  f l ow.  I n je ct i on  o f t ra ce r s, e le c tr on  do no rs  an d a cc ep to r s, n u tr ie nt s , an d 
mic ro or g an is ms in  t h e sma ll  a mo u nt s p ro po se d  wou l d no t b e ex p ec te d t o al t er  t he  gr ou n dwat er 
c he mi st r y of  th e ba c kg ro u nd  o r c on ta min at ed  ar ea s .  I n c as es  wh er e a  p us h -p ul l s ys te m wer e t o be 
u se d, a p pr ox i ma te ly  95 % o f th e i nj ec t ed  mat e ri al  wo ul d b e re c ov er ed .  In  ca se s whe re  se pa ra t e
i nj ec ti o n an d  e xt ra c ti on  we ll s wer e t o be  u s ed , t he  p ro p os ed  NABI R e xt ra c ti on  we ll s wou ld  b e  u se d  t o
r ec ov er  in je c te d ma t er ia l s.  Se c on da r y co nt a in me n t wo ul d  b e p ro vi de d  b y t he  e xi s ti ng  pu mp  a n d tr e at 
s ys te m ( EPA 1 99 6) .  Th ro u gh  t he  us e o f th e e xt ra c ti on  we ll  s y st ems, impa c ts  b ey o nd  t h e ba ck g ro un d 
o r co nt a mi na t ed  a re a s wo u ld  n ot  be  e x pe ct ed .

4.2.4 Ecological Resources

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a wo ul d  b e s it ua te d  i n wha t ha s  b ee n  b ot an i ca ll y 
c ha ra ct e ri ze d  a s a s hr ub - st ep pe  ec os y st em c o mmon l y re fe r re d t o as  h i gh  d e se rt .  Th e r eg io n c on ta i ns 
p la nt  a n d an i ma l sp e ci es  ad ap te d  t o a  s emi- a ri d e nv ir on men t.  The  a r ea s i de nt if i ed  a r e pr ev i ou sl y 
d is tu rb e d ar e as  o f s hr ub - st ep pe  ha bi t at ; th e re fo r e, t he  pr op o se d ac t io n wou ld  n o t ad v er se ly  af fe c t
n at iv e p la nt  an d an i ma l s pe ci es .

4.2.4.1 Terrestrial Resources

Bio lo gi c al  r e so ur ce s  wit h in  t he  pr op o se d co n ta mi n at ed  a r ea  a n d ba ck g ro un d  a re a a re  t y pi ca l o f a h ig h
d es er t, sh ru b -s te pp e , ar i d en vi r on me n t.  Mo s t of  th e si t e ha s  n ot  e x pe ri e nc ed  t i ll ag e  o r li v es to c k
g ra zi ng  si nc e  t he  e a rl y 1 94 0s .  Ex te n si ve  r e me di a l ac ti v it y i s oc cu r ri ng  in  p ro x imit y  t o th e  p ro p os ed 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d ba c kg ro un d  a re a .  As a  c on s eq ue nc e , it  is  u nl i ke ly  th at  s i gn if i ca nt  wi ld li f e
r es ou rc e s ar e  i n th e  a re a .  Mor e ov er , b ec au s e re s ea rc h a ct iv i ti es  wo ul d e nc ompa s s a v er y sma ll 
p or ti on  of  t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d ba c kg ro un d  a re a , it  i s  n ot  an ti ci p at ed  th at  wi ld li f e or 
t er re st r ia l r es ou rc e s wo u ld  b e i mp ac t ed .
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The  U.S. Dep a rt me nt  of  I n te ri or , Fis h  a nd  Wi ld li f e Se rv i ce  p r ov id ed  a li s t of  t h re at e ne d an d 
e nd an ge r ed  s p ec ie s, ca nd i da te  s p ec ie s  a nd  s p ec ie s  o f co n ce rn , whi ch  ma y b e pr es e nt  i n  t he  Be nt on 
Cou nt y p or ti o n of  t h e Ha n fo rd  Si te .  In  a dd i ti on , PNNL c on du c te d a b io lo g ic al  r e vi ew of  t he 
p ro po se d  FRC (s ee  Ap pe nd i x E) .  Th e U.S. Fi s h an d  Wil dl i fe  Se rv ic e a nd  PNNL’s  b i ol og i ca l re v ie w
c on cl ud e d th a t th er e  a re  no  p la n t or  an imal  sp ec i es  p ro t ec te d  u nd er  th e End an ge r ed  Sp ec ie s Act ,
c an di da t es  f o r su ch  pr ot e ct io n, or  s p ec ie s l is te d  b y th e  Was h in gt on  St at e  g ov er n me nt  as  s ta t e
t hr ea te n ed  o r  e nd an g er ed  wi th in  th e p ro po se d  c on t amin at e d ar e a or  b a ck gr o un d ar e a.

Bal d ea g le  r o os t tr e es  a r e lo ca t ed  t o  t he  n o rt h a nd  t he  so ut h  o f 10 0 -H Ar ea .  Th e Ha n fo rd  Si te  Ba ld 
Eag le  Si te  Ma na ge me n t Pl a n (DOE 19 94 b ) re st r ic ts  ro ut in e  wor k  wit hi n  2 ,6 3 0 fe et  (8 00  m)  o f t he 
r oo st  s i te s b et we en  th e h ou rs  o f  1 0 a .m. an d  2  p .m.  No n -r ou t in e ac t iv it i es , su c h as  ex ca va t io ns  an d
wel l dr i ll in g , re qu i re  c a se -b y- c as e e va lu at i on s.  Howev e r, t h e pr op o se d c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d
b ac kg ro u nd  a r ea  wou l d be  lo ca te d  b ey o nd  t he  2,63 0 -f oo t r ad iu s  f ro m t he  n i gh t ro o st  l o ca ti on s  a nd 
wou ld  h a ve  n o  r eq ui r ed  r e st ri ct i on s.

4.2.4.2 Aquatic Resources

Muc h of  th e l an d ar e a en c ompa ss i ng  t h e pr op o se d FRC i s l oc at e d imme d ia te l y ad ja c en t t o th e
Col umbi a  Riv e r.  Th e  Han f or d Re a ch  o f  t he  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r  i s a n impo r ta nt  sp awni n g gr o un d fo r  t he 
Upp er  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r  s te e lh ea d, th e Upp er  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r  s pr i ng -r un  ch in o ok  s al mon , a nd  t he  bu ll 
t ro ut .  Al l t hr ee  s p ec ie s  a re  f e de ra l ly  l is t ed  a s  e nd an g er ed .  Th es e  i mp o rt an t f is h s pe ci es  wo ul d  n ot  b e 
e xp ec te d  t o b e impa c te d a s a re s ul t o f pr op o se d FRC r es e ar ch .  Ho we v er , b ec au se  of  t h ei r imp or ta n ce 
a nd  s ta t us   a s fe de r al  e n da ng er e d sp e ci es , t he  Na ti on al  Ma ri n e Fi sh e ri es  Se rv ic e  wou l d be  n o ti fi e d
u nd er  Se ct io n  7  o f t he  En da ng er e d Sp e ci es  Ac t pr i or  t o i mp le men ta ti o n of  an y fi e ld  r e se ar ch .  No 
o th er  s e ns it i ve  p la n t or  an imal  sp ec i es  a re  kn own  t o oc c ur  e i th er  wi th in  th e pr o po se d  FRC o r  a dj a ce nt 
a re as.

4.2.5 Archaeological, Cultural, and Historic Resources

Acc or di n g to  PNNL, a pp ro x imat el y  h al f  o f th e  p ro p os ed  c o nt ami na te d a re a h as  b ee n  i nt e ns iv el y 
s ur ve ye d  f or  cu lt ur a l re s ou rc es  (App e nd ix  E) .  No  a rc ha e ol og i ca l or  is ol a te d ar t if ac t s we re  id en t if ie d
i n th e s ur ve y  a re a.  The r e ar e n o kn o wn  h is t or ic  pr op er t ie s wit hi n t he  p r op os ed  co nt a mi na te d  a re a .
The  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea  ha s a ls o be e n su r ve ye d f or  c u lt ur al  re so u rc es .  No  c u lt ur al  re so u rc es  we re 
l oc at ed  wi th i n th e b ac kg r ou nd  a r ea .

A p or ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  c on ta min at e d ar ea  is  wi th in  a b ou t 4 40  y ar d s (4 0 0 m)  o f  t he  Co lu mb i a
Riv er .  Th e Col umbi a  Riv e r an d i ts  s h or el in e s ar e  c on si d er ed  cu lt ur a ll y s en si ti v e.  Any  i nt r us iv e 
r es ea rc h  a ct i on  c on d uc te d  i n th i s ar e a wo ul d  r eq u ir e a c ul tu r al  r es o ur ce  ex pe rt  to  b e  p re se n t.
Man ag eme nt  o f  Han fo r d Si t e cu lt u ra l r es ou rc e s fo l lo ws  t h e Ha n fo rd  Cu lt ur a l Re so u rc es  Ma na ge men t
Pla n (PNL 19 8 9) .  As  s uc h , an y s it e i n wh ic h  d ev e lo pmen t  a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d  b e pr o po se d  wou ld  be 
e va lu at e d pr i or  t o i mp le men ta ti o n of  de ve lo p me nt  pl an s.

4.2.6 Land Use, Recreation, and Aesthetic Resources

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a wo ul d  n ot  co nf li c t wi t h an y e xi st i ng  l an d  u se  at 
t he  1 00 - H Ar e a.  Th e  s iz e  a nd  s h ap e o f th e p ro po s ed  c on t amin a te d ar e a an d  b ac kg r ou nd  ar ea  we re 
d et er mi n ed  i n  p ar t t hr ou g h di sc u ss io n s wi th  th e Han fo rd  En vi r on me nt a l Re s to ra ti o n Co n tr ac to r .  Th e
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p ro po se d  f ie l d si te s  wer e  p os it i on ed  to  a vo i d an y  i nt er f er en c e wi th  ex is t in g ha u l ro u te s, p o te nt i al 
r emed ia t io n s it es , o r ot h er  o ng o in g o r an ti c ip at e d ac ti v it ie s .

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a wo ul d  n ot  ad ve rs e ly  a f fe ct  r e cr ea t io n ac t iv it i es 
o r re cr e at io n al  e xp e ri en c es  o n t he  Co lu mb ia  Ri ve r .  Rec r ea ti o na l us e rs  o n  t he  r i ve r wou ld  mo st  l i ke ly 
n ot  b e a wa re  of  FRC ac ti v it ie s i n th e  r eg io n .  Th e lo ca t io ns  in  whi c h th e  p ro po s ed  c o nt amin a te d a re a
a nd  b ac k gr ou n d ar ea  wo ul d  b e si t ua te d  a re  n o t cu r re nt ly  us ed  fo r an y  o th e r re cr e at io n al  p ur p os e.

Tra il er s  s up p or ti ng  pr op o se d FRC r es e ar ch  wo ul d b e ne ed e d on l y in  t h e vi c in it y o f th e  p ro po s ed 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d ba c kg ro un d  a re a .  The y  wou l d be  r e mo ve d  u po n c ompl e ti on  o f  r es e ar ch 
a ct iv it i es .

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a lo ca t io ns  in  t he  10 0- H Are a wou ld  no t
a dv er se l y imp ac t an y  c omp on en t o f vi s ua l or  ae st h et ic  r e so ur c es .

4.2.7 Socioeconomic Impacts

Soc io ec o no mi c  i mp ac t s wo u ld  b e min ima l.  Th e  wor k  f or ce  re qu i re d fo r  i ns t al la ti o n an d  o pe ra t io n o f
t he  p ro p os ed  FRC wo u ld  b e  s ma ll  an d d ra wn  f r om t h e ex is t in g wor k fo r ce .  Vi si ti n g st a ff  a nd 
s ci en ti s ts  wo ul d co n tr ib u te  i n a  b en e fi ci al  ma nn e r to  t h e lo c al  e co n omy b y st ay i ng  i n  l oc al  ho te l s an d
u si ng  l o ca l s er vi ce s .  Th er e wo u ld  b e  n o ne g at iv e  i mp ac t  t o t he  s oc i oe co n omic s o f th e  Han fo r d ar e a
a s a re s ul t o f FRC a ct iv i ti es .

4.2.8 Human Health

As de sc r ib ed  in  App e nd ix  C, PNNL wou l d de ve l op  a n  o ve ra l l Ma n ag emen t  Pla n  f or  t h e FRC t ha t
wou ld  e x pl ai n  t he  g o al s a nd  o bj e ct iv e s of  t h e FRC, ro le s  a nd  re sp on s ib il i ti es  o f  FRC st af f, pr oc e du re s
f or  i nv e st ig a to rs  t o  f ol l ow, an d  p ro c ed ur es  fo r s to ra ge  of  ma te ri al  an d was te  d i sp os a l.  To  ad dr e ss 
p ot en ti a l ES&H is su e s as s oc ia te d  wit h  h uman  he al t h an d e nv ir o nmen ta l  p ro t ec ti on , PNNL wou ld  al so 
d ev el op  th e f ol lo wi n g pl a ns :

•  an action-specific health and safety plan detailing potential pathways of exposure and best
management practices to reduce those hazards;

•  a characterization and waste control plan;

•  a contingency plan to address offsite migration of any nutrients or other chemicals used in
conjunction with NABIR research activities; and

•  a site closure plan.

Alt ho ug h  i mp o rt an t f or  o p er at in g  t he  pr op os e d FRC, th is  EA s e ek s to  ev al u at e po t en ti a l impa c ts  t o 
h uman  h e al th  an d th e  e nv i ro nmen t  p ri o r to  s e le ct i ng  t he  FRC.  For  p u rp os e s of  t h is  e v al ua ti o n, h e al th 
a nd  s af e ty  i s su es  t o  b e e va lu at e d in c lu de :

•  exposure to contaminated soils and groundwater,

•  occupational hazards associated with a drilling/construction site, and
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•  hazards associated with accidental releases of stored liquid chemicals or materials.

4.2.8.1 Exposure to Contaminated Soils and Groundwater

The re  a r e two  p ri ma r y hu man  h ea l th  i s su es  a s so ci a te d wi t h ex p os ur e t o co n ta mi na t ed  s o il s an d 
g ro un dwa te r f ro m th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a at  PNNL.  Th e fi r st  i s su e is  po te n ti al  r a di at i on  e xp o su re 
f ro m gr o un dwa te r an d  s oi l s/ se di men ts  wi th  r a di oa c ti ve  c o nt ami na nt s.  The  se co nd  is su e  i s po t en ti a l
c he mi ca l  t ox i ci ty  o f  t he  co nt ami na nt s  t ha t may  b e  i n gr o un dwa te r an d  s oi l s/ se di men ts  fr om t h e
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

Bec au se  of  t h e pr op o se d n at ur e o f op e ra ti on , p ot e nt ia l e xp os u re s co u ld  o c cu r du r in g d ri ll in g  a nd 
s ampl in g  o pe r at io ns  in  t h e co nt a mi na t ed  a re a  a nd / or  i n t he  p r oc es si n g an d  a na ly s is  o f  s ampl e s
o bt ai ne d  f ro m t he  c o nt ami na te d a re a.  Suc h e xp os u re s co u ld  b e  t o FRC s ta f f or  t o  s ci e nt is ts . To
mit ig at e  t he s e po te n ti al  ex po su r es , a  c ombi n at io n  o f pe r so na l  p ro te c ti ve  eq ui pme nt , p er so nn e l
t ra in in g , ph y si ca l d es ig n  f ea tu r es , a nd  o th e r co n tr ol s ( e.g., l imit i ng  e x po su re  ti me s ) wo ul d  b e r eq ui re d 
t o en su r e th a t wo rk e r an d  v is it o r pr o te ct io n  wou l d be  ma in ta i ne d fo r  a ll  pr op os e d FRC-r el at e d
a ct iv it i es .  In  a dd i ti on , OSHA r eg ul a ti on s t ha t p er ta in  to  c o ns tr uc t io n a nd  wel l -i ns t al la ti o n wo u ld  b e
a dh er ed  to  i n  a ll  s i tu at i on s.

For  t he  ma jo r it y of  in ve s ti ga to r s, p o te nt ia l  e xp o su re s wou ld  be  f ro m s amp le s ob t ai ne d  f ro m t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea  a n d wo u ld  o cc u r wh i le  t he y  p er f or me d s ampl e  p ro ce s si ng  or  a na l ys es .  Fo r
s ci en ti s ts  a n d FRC s ta ff , who  wo ul d b e in vo l ve d wit h dr i ll in g  a nd  s a mp li n g op er a ti on s , po te n ti al 
e xp os ur e s wo u ld  b e f ro m a cc id en t s as s oc ia te d  wit h  d ri ll i ng  a n d sa mp l in g o pe ra ti o ns  i n  t he 
c on ta mi n at ed  ar ea .

Tit le  1 0 , CFR, Par t 8 35 , “ Oc cu pa t io na l  Rad ia t io n Pro te ct i on ,”  es ta bl i sh es  ra di at i on  p r ot ec ti o n
s ta nd ar d s, l i mi ts , a nd  p r og ra m r eq ui r emen ts  fo r p ro te ct i ng  wo rk er s a nd  t h e ge ne r al  p u bl ic  f r om
i on iz in g  r ad i at io n r es ul t in g fr o m th e  c on du c t of  DOE ac t iv it i es .  Fo r wo r ke rs , 1 0 CFR 83 5 re q ui re s  a 
5 -r em p e r ye a r do se  li mi t .  For  th e g en er al  pu bl i c, 1 0 CFR 8 3 5 re qu i re s a  1 00  mi ll ir e m (mre m) pe r 
y ea r do s e li mit .  I n  a dd i ti on , i t re q ui re s t ha t mea su re s  b e t ak en  t o  mai n ta in  r a di at i on  e xp o su re  as  l ow
a s re as o na bl y  a ch ie v ab le .  Th e 5 -r em do se  l i mi t wou ld  b e  a pp l ic ab le  to  FRC st af f  a nd  th os e s ci en t is ts 
i nv ol ve d  i n d ri ll in g  a nd  sa mp li n g op e ra ti on s  i n t he  c on t amin a te d ar e a.  The  1 00  mr em do se  l i mi t
wou ld  b e  a pp l ic ab le  to  s c ie nt is t s wh o  p ro ce s s or  an al yz e  b ot h  s oi l/ s ed ime nt  a nd  gr ou n dwat er  sa mp l es 
f ro m th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a.

For  p ur p os es  of  t hi s  EA, th e ma x imum al lo wa b le  e x po su re  to  FRC st af f  o r t o sc ie n ti st s  was  a s su me d 
t o be  1 0 0 mr e m pe r y ea r.  I n ad d it io n , be ca u se  p o te nt ia l  e xp o su re s mos t l ik el y wou ld  be  d ur i ng 
d ri ll in g  a nd  sa mp li n g op e ra ti on s , th e  f ol lo win g a na ly si s  o f p ot en ti a l do s es  was  as su med  t o b e fo r 
h yp ot he t ic al  wo rk er s  i nv o lv ed  i n  d ri l li ng  a n d sa mpl in g o pe ra t io ns .

Dos es  t o  wor k er s we r e bo u nd ed  b y  e va l ua ti ng  a “b o un di ng  an al y si s”  s c en ar i o, i n t he  a b se nc e o f an y 
e xi st in g  d at a  o n wo r ke r d os es  f o r th i s ki nd  of  wo rk  i n t he  f i el d.  Wor ke r s we re  as su med  t o s pi ll  smal l
a mo un ts  of  s o il /s ed i me nt  (1  g ra m o f c on ta mi n at ed  so il /s e di me n t fi ve  ti me s  p er  y e ar  f o r a to t al  o f  5 
g ra ms ) o r gr o un dwat e r (1  mi ll il i te r o f co nt a mi na t ed  g ro u nd wa t er  f iv e  t ime s pe r y ea r f or  a  t o ta l o f 5
mil li li t er s)  on  t he mse lv e s du ri n g th e  c ou rs e  o f h an dl in g  t he  co re  s a mp le s .  To max imi ze  t he  po te n ti al 
d os e, i t  was  fu rt he r  a ss u me d th a t th e  wor ke r s di d  n ot  wa sh  o f f th e c on ta min at io n , bu t  a ct ua l ly 
i ng es te d  i t.

Rad io nu c li de  in ge st i on  wa s ca lc u la te d  f ro m t he  a v er ag e mea su r ed  a ct i vi ty  va lu es  fo r H3 , C1 4, Sr9 0,
Tc9 9, U2 33 , U2 38  an d Am2 41  in  s oi l  a nd  gr ou nd wat er  (s ee  Ta bl e 4 -2 ).  Whe re  av er ag e  v al u es  wer e  n ot 



Environmental Assessment
for the Selection and Operation of the Proposed Field Research Centers for the NABIR Program

06/30/00

4 33

a va il ab l e, ma xi mu m mea su r ed  v al u es  we re  s ub s ti tu t ed . The  mea s ur ed  da ta  p r ov id e d in  Ta bl e 4 -2 
wer e ob t ai ne d  f ro m s ev er a l so ur c es  i n cl ud in g  Lii k al a et  al . 1 98 8, DOE 19 9 3, a nd  Pe te r so n et  al .
1 99 6) .  Tot al s wer e b as ed  o n  a  y e ar ly  c o ns ump ti on  o f  5  g r ams of  so il  an d 5 mil li l it er s o f gr o un dwat e r.
Do se  f ac t or s f or  t he  Co mmi tt ed  Ef fe ct i ve  Dos e  Equ i va le nt  we re  ta ke n f ro m t he  EPA re po r t, "Li mit in g 
Val ue s o f Ra d io nu cl i de  I n ta ke  a n d Ai r  Con ce n tr at i on  a nd  Do se  Co nv er s io n Fac to rs  fo r I nh al at i on ,
Sub me rs i on  a n d In ge s ti on , Fed er a l Gu i da nc e Rep or t  No. 1 1 " (EPA- 52 01 / 1- 88 - 02 0) , p ub li s he d in 
Sep te mb e r 19 8 8.  Th e  d os e  f ac to r  f or  C- 14  wa s ta k en  f ro m t he  va lu e f or  l a be le d o rg an i c co mp o un ds .

For  t he  so il  in ge st i on  p a th wa y, th e t ot al  d o se  ( f or  a ll  ra di o nu cl id e s)  c a me  t o l es s t ha n 0.0 04 
mre m/ ye a r, wh ic h is  25 ,0 0 0 ti me s  l es s  t ha n t he  l i mi t of  10 0 mre m/ ye a r al l owed  f o r me mbe rs  o f  t he 
p ub li c u nd er  10  CFR 8 35 , Se c ti on  20 8.  The  g r ou nd wa t er  i n ge st io n  p at h wa y is  sl ig h tl y sma ll er , wit h a 
t ot al  d o se  o f  a pp ro x imat e ly  0 .0 0 2 mr e m/ ye ar .

To estimate the total potential risk to workers from this “bounding analysis” exposure scenario, it
was further assumed that the workers were exposed during the entire life of the project, which is ten
years.  The combined annual dose from both the soil and groundwater ingestion pathways was
6.16E-03 mrem per year (3.85E-03 + 2.32E-03).  Over the ten-year lifetime of the project, the total
dose was ten times that amount, or 6.16E-02 mrem.  The lifetime fatal cancer risk is calculated by
multiplying this ten-year dose by the dose-to-risk conversion factor of 4E-04 deaths per person-rem
(NRC 1991).  This calculation yields a lifetime risk of 3.08E-08, or roughly three in 100 million.

Table 4-2: Human Health Exposure Rates

Soil Ingestion
(5 g/y)

Groundwater Ingestion
(5 ml/y)

Radionuclide mrem/
pCi

pCi/g
(max)

Total
pCi

mrem/y pCi/l (avg) Total pCi mrem/y

H-3 6.40E-08 0 0 0.00E+00 3455 17.275 1.11E-06

C-14 2.09E-06 13.2 66 1.38E-04 72 0.36 7.52E-07

Sr-90 1.42E-04 1.4 7 9.94E-04 9.9 0.0495 7.03E-06

Tc-99 1.46E-06 6.2 31 4.53E-05 303 1.515 2.21E-06

U-233 2.89E-04 0.46 2.3 6.65E-04 18.6 0.093 2.69E-05

U-238 2.55E-04 1.4 7 1.79E-03 2.38 0.0119 3.03E-06

Am-241 3.64E-03 0.012 0.06 2.18E-04 125 0.625 2.28E-03

TOTAL: 3.85E-03 TOTAL: 2.32E-03
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Although radioactive exposure would not be a problem, the potential chemical toxicity of the
contaminants in the soils/sediments and groundwater from the proposed contaminated area also
needs to be considered.  Because the proposed contaminated area would be within the 100-HR-3
CERCLA operable unit, contaminant concentrations are evaluated according to CERCLA
standards.  Several recent studies of the 100-H Area indicate that only chromium and nitrate are of
regulatory concern (Liikala 1998, DOE 1993, and Peterson 1996).  Chromium concentrations are
not at a level that would be of concern to human health, but they are high enough to be of concern
to Columbia River salmon that spawn nearby.  The CERCLA pump and treat system in the 100-H
Area was put into place to extract the chromium so that it would not enter the Columbia River.
Nitrate concentrations are also of regulatory concern, but unlike many organic contaminants, nitrate
does not pose a cancer risk.  Because groundwater from the contaminated area would not be used
for drinking water, and because scientists would not consider drinking any groundwater collected
either from the background or contaminated area, there would not be any potential for human
exposure.

4.2.8.2 Site Specific Hazards and Accidents

Reasonably foreseeable accidents associated with the proposed FRC could involve: construction
accidents associated with well-drilling and sampling; striking a subsurface structure during drilling;
spilling a tank of stored liquid chemical, such as glucose or acetate; and leaks of contaminated
purgewater from fittings and valves.

Very few accidents associated with well-drilling/sampling or striking a subsurface structure have
occurred recently at the Hanford Site (Dunigan 1999).  For example, many years ago there was a
fatality during a drilling operation.  A drill operator became trapped in a well while trying to
retrieve a drill component and suffocated.  Over the past 20 years, there have also been a few
instances where drill rigs were not properly stabilized and tipped over.  In these cases the operators
did not follow appropriate operating procedures.

Although spills of chemicals used at the background or contaminated area would be possible, the
quantities of materials stored or transported onsite would be small (i.e., a few gallons of
concentrated material or at most 55 to several hundred gallons of a one percent solution).  For
experiments where long-term injections of nutrients, tracers or other materials would take place, the
rate of injection is likely to be less than ten gallons per day.  Therefore, 200 to 300 gallons of
diluted material would last at least two weeks.

A direct spill to the Columbia River would not be possible since the route from PNNL laboratories
(where chemicals might be prepared) to the background and contaminated areas does not cross the
Columbia River or any tributaries.  In addition, FRC activities would not occur any closer than 150
feet to the Columbia River.

As discussed in Section 4.2.3, there would be no impacts to groundwater or surface water as a result
of injection of the materials.

Noise

Act iv it i es  t o  b e un d er ta k en  a t t he  p r op os ed  co nt a mi na te d  a re a  a nd  b a ck gr o un d ar e a ar e  l is te d  i n
Sec ti on  2.2.3 .  Noi s e as s oc ia te d  wit h  d ri ll i ng  wo ul d be  te mp o ra ry  a n d wo u ld  p ot e nt ia l ly  d is t ur b
wil dl if e  o r o th er  s e ns it i ve  r ec e pt or s  f or  o n ly  s h or t pe r io ds  du ri ng  da yl i gh t ho u rs .  Dr il li n g op e ra to rs 
wou ld  b e  r eq u ir ed  t o  mee t  a ll  OSHA r e qu ir eme nt s.
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Rep re se n ta ti v e ac ti v it ie s  a nd  a v er ag e  n oi se  le ve l s ar e p re se n te d be l ow:

•  The average noise level of a compressor at a point 1 foot (0.3 m) distant is 88-90 decibels
(dB/A).

•  The average noise level of well sampling is 75-78 dB/A for the sampler.

•  The average noise level of a generator at a point 1 foot (0.3 m) distant is 93-95 dB/A.

•  The average noise level of well drilling at a point 49 feet (15 m) distant is 89-111 dB/A.

Noi se  l e ve ls  wo ul d n ot  e x ce ed  n o is es  he ar d d ur in g  r ou ti n e da i ly  a ct i vi ti e s.  De c ib el  le ve ls  ar e b el ow
t ha t co n si de r ed  t o b e ha r mf ul  ( s ee  Fi gu re  3 - 6) .  No is e f ro m FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  b e t empo ra r y an d 
l ik el y t o di s tu rb  wi ld li f e or  o t he r s en si ti v e re c ep to rs  fo r o nl y sh o rt  p e ri od s d ur in g  d ay li g ht  h o ur s.

Bec au se  of  ES&H p la n ni ng  an d co n tr ol s , an d t he  s mal l- sc a le  r e se ar ch  ex pe c te d at  an  FRC, t he r e
wou ld  b e  n o a dv er se  impa c ts  t o h uman  he al th .

4.2.9 Waste Control

Was hi ng t on  Ad mi ni st r at iv e  Cod e ( WAC)  17 3- 30 3  r eq u ir es  t h e id e nt if ic a ti on  an d ap p ro pr i at e
man ag eme nt  o f  d an ge r ou s was te s a nd  t h e da ng e ro us  co mp on e nt  o f  mix ed  wa st e s, a nd  id en t if ie s
s ta nd ar d s fo r  t he  t r ea tme nt  a nd  la nd  di sp os a l of  th es e was te s .  The  co de  wo ul d b e ap p li ca bl e  t o was te s
t ha t ar e  a nt i ci pa te d  t o b e de si g na te d  a s mi x ed  wa st e.  DOE Or de r 43 5 .1  p r ov id es  re qu i re me nt s  f or 
r ad io ac t iv e was te  c o nt ro l .  WAC 17 3- 3 04  r eq u ir es  th e id e nt if i ca ti on  an d a pp ro pr i at e man ag eme nt  o f 
s ol id  wa st es .  It  wo ul d b e ap pl i ca bl e  t o an y  s ol i d wa st e  g en e ra te d a t th e  p ro po s ed  FRC.

I n ac co r da nc e  wit h t he  Ha nf or d Pur ge wat er  St ra te g y (J ul y  1 99 0 ), s ho u ld  p u rg ewat e r co n ta in  l e ve ls  of 
h az ar do u s an d  r ad io a ct iv e  c on st i tu en t s ab ov e  a gr e ed -t o h ea lt h  a nd  e n vi ro n me nt al - ba se d  c ri te r ia , t he 
p ur ge wa t er  i s  s en t t o a c en tr al  Ha nf o rd  f ac i li ty  fo r fu t ur e t re at me n t an d  d is po s al .  Th e “St ra te g y fo r
Han dl in g  a nd  Di sp os i ng  o f  Pur ge wat er  at  t he  Ha nf o rd  Sit e , Wa s hi ng to n ” (WHC- MR-0 0 39 ) was 
a pp ro ve d  b y DOE, EPA a nd  Wa sh in g to n Dep ar tme nt  o f  Eco lo g y on  Au gu st  21 , 1 99 0.  The  s t ra te gy  is 
i nc or po r at ed  by  r ef e re nc e  i n Ap p en di x  F o f t he  Ha nf or d Fed er a l Fa ci l it y Agr ee me n t an d  Con se n t
Ord er  ( Tri -Pa rt y Ag r ee me n t.)

All  was t es  wo ul d be  ev al u at ed  a n d ma n ag ed  i n  c omp li an ce  wi th  th e ap p ro pr i at e re q ui re men ts .  Th e
r eg ul at o ry  s t an da rd s  wou l d be  me t th r ou gh  t h e us e  o f ap p ro pr i at e wa s te  p a ck ag in g  a nd  la be li n g; 
p la ce me n t in  de si gn a te d was te  s t or ag e  a re as , a nd  ro ut in e  i ns p ec ti on s  a nd  ma in te n an ce .  It  i s  e xp e ct ed 
t ha t so l id  wa st es  mi gh t b e di sp o se d o f in  t h e En v ir on me n ta l Res to ra t io n Dis po sa l  Fac i li ty  ( ERDF) ,
t he  Low- Le ve l  Bur ia l  Gro u nd s (LLBG), ot he r Han fo r d Si te  wa st e  c on tr o l un i ts , or  at  o f fs it e p er mi t te d
f ac il it i es .  Li qu id  wa st e s wo ul d  b e d is po se d  o f i n th e ETF.  Lo w- le v el  r a di oa ct i ve  c o nt amin a te d
mat er ia l s mi g ht  b e d is po s ed  o f i n th e  LLBG.

The  ERDF i s d es ig ne d  t o mee t RCRA mi n imum t e ch no l og ic al  re qu i re me nt s  f or  la nd fi l ls  i n cl ud in g 
s ta nd ar d s fo r  a  d ou b le  l i ne r, a  le ac h at e co l le ct i on  s ys t em, l ea k de t ec ti o n, a nd  fi na l  c ov er .  It  al so  me et s
p er fo rma nc e s ta nd ar d s un d er  Tit l e 10 , CFR, Par t 6 1 fo r  d is po s al  o f  l ow l e ve l was te .  Th e LLBG me e t
t he  p er f or ma n ce  s ta n da rd s  u nd er  10  CFR 61 .  An y of f si te  f a ci li t y to  wh ic h d an ge ro u s wa s te  wou l d be 
s en t wo u ld  me et  t he  re qu i re me nt s  o f RCRA.

App ro xi mat el y  3 ,5 00  ga ll o ns  o f p ur ge wat er  wo ul d b e ge ne r at ed  an d co n si de r ed  was t e fo r  e ac h
r es ea rc h  e ve n t.  Fo u r su c h ev en t s co u ld  b e e xp ec t ed  t o o cc ur  ea ch  y e ar .  Pu rg ewa te r wou ld  b e 
c ol le ct e d in  ta nk er  tr uc k s an d d is po s ed  a t t he  ETF.  So i ls  wa st e is  es ti mat ed  t o  b e a pp ro xi mat el y  o ne -
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t hi rd  o f  t he  to ta l mat er i al  r emo ve d d ur in g d ri ll i ng .  Th is  wo ul d to t al  a p pr ox ima te ly  27 5 ki l og ra ms pe r
t es t be d .  All  was t es  wo ul d be  ev al u at ed  a n d ma n ag ed  i n  c omp li an ce  wi th  th e ap p ro pr i at e
r eq ui re men ts .  Th e r eg ul a to ry  s t an da r ds  wou l d be  me t th r ou gh  us e of  ap pr o pr ia te  wa st e  p ac ka g in g
a nd  l ab e li ng ;  p la ce men t i n de si g na te d  was te  st or a ge  a re a s, a n d ro ut i ne  i n sp ec ti o ns  a n d ma in t en an c e.
Bes t ma n ag eme nt  p ra c ti ce s  wou ld  be  i n st it ut e d wh e re ve r a pp li c ab le .  Th e maj or it y  o f n on -h az a rd ou s 
s ol id  wa st e mat er ia l  g en e ra te d d ur in g  d ri ll i ng  wo ul d be  in  t h e fo rm of  s u bs ur fa c e dr i ll  c ut t in gs  (s oi l
mat er ia l s) .  Th is  s o il  ma te ri al  an d b en to ni t e cl a y wo ul d  b e u se d to  ba ck f il l th e  t es t  h ol es  at  t h e
c ompl et i on  o f  f ie ld  wo rk . I f th e re  we re  a ny  so il  ma te ri a l re mai ni ng  af te r  b ac kf i ll in g , it  wo ul d b e
d is tr ib u te d a ro un d e ac h d ri ll  s i te .

Con ta mi n at ed  wa st es  (i .e ., ra di o ac ti v e, c he mic al , a nd  mi xe d was te s)  wo ul d  b e ha n dl ed  un de r e xi st i ng 
p ro ce du r es  f o r de al i ng  wi th  s uc h  was t es .  Al l wa s te s ge n er at e d fr om no rma l ev er y da y a ct iv it i es  b y 
h uman  wo rk er s , in cl u di ng  bi ol og i ca l was te s, ga rb a ge , an d  s imi la r ma t er ia l s, wou l d be  ke pt  i n 
c on ta in men t a nd  e xp o rt ed  fr om t h e wo r k si te s  t o p ro pe r d is po s al  f ac i li ti e s, t o p re cl u de  l ea v in g a ny 
was te s b eh in d  d ur in g  a nd  at  t he  te rmi na ti on  of  t h is  a ct i vi ty .  Tr ai l er s f or  t he  FRC wou ld  b e  e qu i pp ed 
wit h po r ta bl e  c he mi c al  t o il et s, wh ic h  wou ld  be  s e rv ic ed  pe ri o di ca ll y .

4.2.10 Transportation

Mis ce ll a ne ou s  c he mi c al s, ac id s ( e.g., s ul fu r ic , n it ri c a nd  h y dr oc hl o ri c) , b as es  (s od i um h yd r ox id e ),
r ea ge nt s  ( e.g ., Hac h  Kit ) , fo rma ld eh y de , or  ot he r  c he mi c al s u se d on s it e f or  c on d uc ti n g ch emi ca l
a na ly se s  a nd  sa mp le  pr ep a ra ti on  mi gh t  b e in f re qu e nt ly  t r an sp o rt ed .  Ge ne r al ly , l es s t ha n 2.2  g al l on s
( on e li t er ) o f th es e  c he mic al s wou ld  be  u se d  o n a  y ea rl y  b as i s.  U.S. De p ar tmen t  o f Tra ns po r ta ti o n
( DOT)  Ha za rd o us  Mat e ri al s  Reg ul a ti on s  ( Ti tl e  4 9, CFR, Par ts  17 1- 1 80 ) es t ab li s h th e r eq ui r emen ts 
g ov er ni n g pa c ka gi ng  an d s hi pp in g  o f h az ar do u s ma t er ia ls .  Th e se  s ta n da rd s  wou ld  be  a p pl ic ab l e to 
a ny  n ec e ss ar y  s hi pme nt s o f ha za r do us  ma te ri a ls  t o  o r fr o m an  FRC.

The  PNNL Shi p pi ng  a n d Tr a ns po rt a ti on  Pr og ra m e ns u re s co mpl ia n ce  wit h  t he  DOT Ha z ar do u s
Mat er ia l s Re g ul at io n s an d  DOE r e qu ir e me nt s s pe ci f ic  t o p ac ka g in g an d  t ra n sp or ta t io n s af et y.  The 
PNNL Ha z ar do u s Ma te r ia ls  Tr an sp o rt at i on  Off i ce r wou ld  b e  c on s ul te d t o as s ur e th e  s af e  p ac ka g in g
a nd  t ra n sp or t  o f an y  r eg u la te d s ampl e s, h az a rd ou s  mat er i al s, or  was t es .

4.2.11 Utilities and Infrastructure

The  e xi s ti ng  fa ci li t ie s p ro po se d  t o b e us ed , a s men ti on e d in  Se ct io n  3 .0 , h av e a mp le  of fi ce / la bo r at or y
s pa ce  t o  a ll o w fo r t he  a d di ti on  of  t h e smal l  n umb er  o f FRC s t af f an d  r es e ar ch er s .  Be ca us e o f th e 
s ma ll  n u mb er  of  p eo p le  e x pe ct ed  to  wo rk  a t t he  FRC, i mp a ct s t o in fr a st ru c tu re  f e at ur e s su ch  as 
h ou si ng , e du c at io n, he al t h ca re , p ol i ce  a nd  fi re  pr ot ec t io n, an d wa t er  a n d se wa g e wo u ld  n ot  be 
a nt ic ip a te d a s a re s ul t o f impl e me nt a ti on  o f  FRC re se ar c h.  I ni ti at i on  o f  FRC-r e la te d  a ct iv i ti es  li ke ly 
wou ld  n o t re q ui re  a n  i nc r ea se  i n  s ta f f, a s t he  ma jo ri ty  of  t h e ac ti v it ie s  c ou ld  be  i mpl emen t ed  wi th 
e xi st in g  p er s on ne l.  Any  ad di ti o na l p er so nn e l in v ol ve d i n FRC a ct iv i ti es , s uc h a s vi s it in g r es ea r ch er s,
wou ld  n o t imp ac t ex i st in g  i nf ra s tr uc t ur e.

Sta gi ng  ar ea s  ( ap pr o xi ma t el y 10 0  x  1 0 0 fe et )  wou l d be  u s ed  f o r ma te r ia l a nd  e qu i pmen t  l ay do wn an d 
a s te mp o ra ry  sa te ll i te  a c cu mu la t io n a re as  f o r wa s te s (i n  d ru ms, t an k s, o r  o th er  co nt a in er s)  ge ne r at ed 
b y ch ar a ct er i za ti on  ac ti o ns  ( e.g ., d r il l cu t ti ng s  a nd  d e co nt a mi na ti o n wa s te s) .  St ag i ng  a re a s wo u ld  b e
o pe ra te d  a nd  ma in ta i ne d i n co mp l ia nc e  wit h s it e was te  c o nt ro l  p ro ce d ur es  fo r th e  d ur a ti on  o f  t he i r
o pe ra ti o n an d  d ur in g  s et u p of  d e co nt a mi na ti o n tr a il er s/ c ha ng e  h ou se s .  St ag in g a re as  wo ul d b e
e st ab li s he d i n pr ev i ou sl y  d is tu r be d a re as  ( o r in  ar ea s t ha t wou ld  r e qu ir e  min ima l gr a di ng ) a nd  wo ul d
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b e co ve r ed  wi th  g ra v el  o r  g ra ve l  a nd  ge ot ex t il e mat er ia l .  Te mp or ar y  a cc e ss  r oa d wa ys  (o r te mpo ra r y
e xt en si o ns  o f  e xi st i ng  r o ad wa ys )  mig h t al so  be  c o ns tr uc t ed , a s ne ce s sa ry .  Cl ea r in g o f lo w b ru sh  or 
r emov al  of  t r ee s an d  s hr u bs  wit h  t he  go al  o f  min i mi za ti o n of  cl ea ri n g mi g ht  a ls o  o cc u r.

4.2.12 Environmental Justice

No po te n ti al  impa ct s  h av e  b ee n i de nt i fi ed  t h at  wo ul d af f ec t o th er  1 0 0- H e mp lo ye e s or  of fs it e  p ub l ic .
The  v ic i ni ty  su rr ou n di ng  th e 10 0 -H Ar ea  i s l ar ge  an d th e  p ro p os ed  a c ti on  wo ul d n ot  r e su lt  i n  a dv e rs e
h uman  h e al th  or  e nv i ro nme nt al  e f fe ct s  o n th e  p ub l ic , in c lu di n g lo w- i nc ome  o r mi n or it y  p op ul a ti on s .

The  Han f or d Sit e NEPA Ch a ra ct er i za ti o n Re po r t (Ne it ze l e t al . 1 99 9)  de te r mi ne d t ha t t he  1 00 - H Ar e a
i s lo ca t ed  wi th in  a  ce ns u s bl oc k  t ha t  c on ta i ns  n o  r es id e nt s.  Sec ti o ns  4 .2.3.1 a nd  4 .2.3.3 s ta te  th at  t h er e
wou ld  b e  n o i mp ac ts  to  s u rf ac e wat er s  ( i.e., t he  Co lu mb i a Ri v er ) or  th e g ro un dwa te r.  The re f or e, th er e
wou ld  b e  n o i mp ac ts  to  i n di vi du a ls  u s in g th e  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r f or  s ub s is te n ce  f is h in g o r ot he r 
s ub si st e nc e p ur po se s .  Th er e wo u ld  b e  n o di s pr op o rt io na t e an d  a dv er s e imp ac ts  t o  l ow- in co me  an d
min or it y  p op u la ti on s .

4.3 No Action

Und er  t h e No  Ac ti on  al te r na ti ve , t he r e wo ul d  b e n o FRCs  at  t h e Oa k Rid ge  an d Ha n fo rd  si te s. As  a 
r es ul t, DOE wou ld  n o t be  ab le  t o  c on d uc t in t eg ra t ed  f ie l d- ba s ed  r es e ar ch  an d no  in tr u si ve  a c ti on s 
wou ld  b e  t ak e n by  t h e NABIR Pro g ra m, re su lt i ng  i n  n o imp ac ts  to  t he  af fe c te d en v ir on men t at  Oa k
Rid ge  a n d Ha n fo rd  ( a s de s cr ib ed  in  Se ct io n 3 .0 ).  Fut ur e  r es e ar ch  c o ul d t ak e pl a ce  a t  o th er  fi el d  s it es 
( e.g., STEFS) ; ho we v er , t he  s it e  c on d it io ns  wo ul d  n ot  me et  t h e ne ed e d cr i te ri a o r th e  p re fe r re d
c ha ra ct e ri st i cs  ( se e  Sec t io n 2.2 .1 .2 )  t ha t wou ld  en ab le  th e NABIR Pr og ra m t o as s is t DOE wit h 
i de nt if y in g n ew b io r emed i at io n t ec hn o lo gi es .
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5.0 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF THE ALTERNATIVES

Cumul at i ve  e f fe ct s a re  t h os e th a t re s ul t fr o m th e  i nc re men ta l  i mp ac t  o f a n ac ti o n co n si de re d  i n
a dd it io n  t o i mp ac ts  of  p a st , pr e se nt , a nd  r e as on a bl y fo r es ee a bl e fu t ur e a ct io ns , r eg a rd le ss  of  wh at 
a ge nc y o r pe r so n un d er ta k es  s uc h  o th e r ac ti o ns  ( Tit le  4 0  CFR, Par t 1 50 8.7 ).  Cu mul at i ve  e ff e ct s c an 
r es ul t f ro m i nd iv id u al ly  mi no r b ut  c o ll ec ti v el y s ig ni fi c an t a ct io ns  ta ke n  o ve r a  p er i od  o f t ime.

5.1 Cumulative Effects of Siting and Operating an FRC on the ORNL/Y-12
Site

The  a ct i on s t ha t DOE c on s id er s r ea so n ab ly  f o re se e ab le  a n d pe r ti ne nt  to  t h e an al y si s o f cu mu l at iv e 
e ff ec ts  fo r t he  ORNL/Y-1 2  Sit e a re  d e sc ri be d  i n t he  s ec t io n b el ow.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
Activities in the Bear Creek Valley Watershed.  The RI/FS for the Bear Creek Watershed has
been completed to address contamination associated with former waste disposal activities in Bear
Creek Valley.  The Record of Decision is scheduled to be signed in calendar year 2000.  Several
CERCLA remedial actions have been identified for implementation in the Bear Creek Valley
Watershed.  Proposed CERCLA actions that could impact levels of groundwater and soil
contamination within the proposed FRC boundaries include but are not limited to the following:

1. Hot spot removal and capping of the BY/BY.  The purpose of this action is to reduce the flux of
uranium discharging into Bear Creek and the Maynardville Limestone through North Tributary 3
(NT-3).  It is anticipated that this action would eventually decrease the concentration of uranium
in Bear Creek and the Maynardville Limestone downstream from NT-3.

2. S-3 Ponds plume tributary interception.  The purpose of this action is to reduce the flux of
contaminants from the S-3 groundwater plume into the surface stream NT-1 and the main-stem
of Bear Creek.

3. Removal of soil and sediment hot spots of contamination within the Bear Creek floodplain.

Pro ce du r es  a n d pr ot o co l e ns ur in g  FRC ac ti vi t ie s d o no t i nt er f er e wi t h CERCLA re med ia t io n ac t iv it i es 
wou ld  b e  d es c ri be d i n th e  FRC Ma na ge men t Pl a n.  I n ad di t io n, "Ope ra t in g I ns tr uc t io ns " d es cr i bi ng 
t he se  p r oc ed u re s an d  p ro t oc ol  wo ul d b e ad de d  t o t he  CERCLA Fe de ra l Fac il i ti es  Ag re eme nt  ( FFA).

CERCLA Was te  Di spos a l Fa c il it y.  DOE h as  p u bl is he d  a  RI /FS fo r  t he  di sp os a l of  ORR CERCLA
was te s ( DOE J an ua ry  19 98 ) .  Alt e rn at i ve s in  th e RI/ FS s t ud y i nc lu de  di sp o sa l of  CERCLA wa st e s
o ff si te  an d i n a ne w d is p os al  f a ci li t y, t he  En vi r on me nt a l Ma n ag emen t  Was t e Ma na g emen t  Fac il i ty 
( EMWMR)  to  b e  c on st r uc te d  o n th e  ORR.  Th re e  a lt e rn at iv e  s it e s on  t h e ORR h av e b ee n c on si de r ed :
t wo  j us t  n or t h of  Be ar  Cr ee k Ro a d an d  t he  t h ir d a lo ng  St at e Hig hway  95  a t  t he  i n te rc h an ge  wi th  St at e
Hig hway  58 .  Th e Pr o po se d  Pla n a nd  Re co rd  o f  Dec i si on  f o r th e  CERCLA Was t e Di sp o sa l Fac il it y 
h av e no t  b ee n  p ub li s he d, so  n o d ec is i on s co n ce rn i ng  t he  co ns t ru ct io n  o f t hi s fa c il it y  o n th e  ORR ha ve 
b ee n ma d e.  I t is  n o t an t ic ip at e d th a t th e d is po s al  c el l  wou l d be  c o ns tr u ct ed  wi th in  th e bo u nd ar y  o f th e 
p ro po se d  FRC.  Du e t o co n tr ol s u se d a t th e EMWMF th er e a re  n o  a nt ic i pa te d  r el ea s es  ( DOE J an u ar y
1 99 8) .
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Const ruc ti on and Ope ra ti o n of  t he Spa ll at io n Neut ro n So urc e.  DOE i ss u ed  a  NEPA Re co rd  of 
Dec is io n  o n J un e 30 , 1 99 9  ( 64  FR 1 25 )  t o pr o ce ed  wi th  t h e co n st ru ct i on  a n d op er a ti on  of  a  Sp al la t io n
Neu tr on  So ur c e (SNS)  f ac i li ty  a t  ORNL.  The  SNS i s an  a c ce le r at or -b a se d r es ea rc h  f ac i li ty  t h at  wi ll 
p ro vi de  U.S. sc ie nt i fi c a nd  i nd u st ri a l re se a rc h c ommu ni t ie s a  s ou rc e  o f p ul se d n eu tr o ns .  Th e fa c il it y
wil l be  us ed  to  c on d uc t r es ea rc h  i n s uc h ar e as  a s  mat er i al s s ci en ce , c on d en se d mat te r  p hy si c s, t h e
mol ec ul a r st r uc tu re  of  b i ol og ic a l ma t er ia ls , p ro p er ti es  of  p o ly me rs  an d c ompl ex  fl ui d s, a nd 
mag ne ti s m.  The  SNS is  b e in g bu i lt  n e ar  t he  to p o f Ch es t nu t Rid ge  a p pr ox i ma te ly  fo ur  mi le s ( 6 km) 
s ou th we s t of  th e pr o po se d  FRC c o nt ami na te d a re a.  Acc or d in g t o th e EIS f o r th e SNS ( DOE 1 99 9 a) ,
r ad io ac t iv e c on ta mi n at io n  o f th e  e ar t he n be r ms  s u rr ou nd i ng  t h e SNS i s ex p ec te d.  Howe ve r, SNS is 
l oc at ed  on  a  ri dg e ( away  fr om t h e pr o po se d FRC) a nd  t he r e is  no  e xp e ct ed  co nt ami na ti o n of 
g ro un dwa te r.  Emi ss i on s f ro m th e  SNS wi ll  d r ai n i nt o Wh i te  Oa k Cr ee k  i n t he  Bet h el  Va ll ey , whe re a s
t he  p ro p os ed  FRC, l o ca te d  i n th e  Bea r  Cre ek  Va ll e y, wou l d dr a in  i nt o  Bea r  Cre ek .  As  de sc ri b ed  i n 
Sec ti on  4.0, vi rt ua l ly  n o  i mp ac t  wou l d be  e x pe ct e d in  d e ve lo p in g an d  o pe r at in g t he  FRC.  In c re me n ta l
i mp ac ts  wo ul d  b e mi n imal  an d wo u ld  n o t be  c u mu la t iv e wi t h th o se  a ss o ci at e d wi th  co ns t ru ct io n  a nd 
o pe ra ti o n of  th e SNS.  SNS an d t he  p r op os ed  FRC a re  i n d if fe r en t dr a in ag e  b as in s  o f t he  ORR.  As 
n ei th er  ac ti v it y is  ex pe c te d to  pr od u ce  a dv e rs e i mp ac ts  fr om it s li q ui d e mi ss io n s, i t  i s ex p ec te d  t ha t
t he re  wo ul d b e no  c u mu la t iv e imp ac ts  fr om t h es e g eo gr ap h ic al l y se pa r at e f ac il it i es .

Tra ns po r ta ti o n of  Lo w- Le v el  ( Ra dio ac t iv e)  Wa st e  and Mi x ed Lo w- Le ve l  ( Ra dio ac ti v e)  Wa st e
f ro m the  ORR to  Off s it e Tre at me nt or  Di spos a l Fa c il it ie s .  DOE p ro po s es  t o p ac ka g e an d
t ra ns po r t lo w l ev el  wa st e  ( LLW)  an d mix ed  LLW of f si te  f o r tr e at me nt  an d d is po sa l .  On si te  d i sp os a l
i s no t a va il a bl e fo r  t he  ex pe ct e d li f ec yc le  vo lu mes  n or  th e t ec hn ic a l co n st it ue n ts  o f  man y Oak  Ri dg e
LLW s tr e ams.  Bec au s e wa s te  d is p os al  is  c ri t ic al  to  o ng o in g e nv ir on men ta l  c le an u p an d 
r ei nd us t ri al i za ti on  of  t h e Re se r va ti o n as  we ll  a s  t o on g oi ng  re se ar c h an d  d ef en s e mi s si on s, th e DOE
p ro po se s  t o p ac ka ge  an d t ra ns po r t si g ni fi ca n t qu a nt it ie s  o f e xi st in g  a nd  fo re ca s te d ORR LLW to  o t he r
DOE s it e s or  to  l ic e ns ed  co mmer c ia l f ac il it i es  f o r tr ea t me nt  or  d is p os al .  Th er e  a re  cu rr en t ly  t wo dr af t 
EAs  b ei n g pr e pa re d f or  t h es e pr o je ct s .  Bas e d on  av ai la b le  i n fo rmat i on , s ome of  th e c on ta mi n at ed 
was te s f ro m r es ea rc h  c on d uc te d a t th e  p ro po s ed  FRC wo ul d  b e c on si de r ed  b o th  LLW an d mix ed 
LLW a nd  co ul d  b e tr a ns po r te d to  an  o f fs it e f ac il i ty  f or  tr ea t me nt  o r  d is p os al .  Ho we v er , wa s te 
q ua nt it i es  h a ve  b ee n  e st i ma te d t o be  ve ry  s mal l ( 12 ,0 00  ga ll o ns  [ ab o ut  4 6 ,0 00  L]  o f g ro un dwa te r a nd 
2 0 cu bi c  f ee t  [ 0.56  cu bi c  met er s ] of  so il  p e r ye a r) .  Th es e v ol umes  ar e l es s th a n on e  p er ce n t of  th e
t ot al  ORR wa s te s co n si de r ed  i n t he  EAs (DOE 19 99 a ).  It  is  e x pe ct ed  th at  wa st es  fr om th e pr o po se d 
FRC wou l d no t  c on tr i bu te  to  c umu la ti v e ef fe c ts  o f  t ra ns p or ti n g LLW f or  t h e ORR.

5.1.1 Earth Resources

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n g eo lo g y or  s o il s o f
t he  ORR or  s u rr ou nd i ng  c o mmun it i es .  As  d es c ri be d  i n Se c ti on  4.1.1, no  s i gn if ic a nt  p r ob le ms  ha ve 
b ee n id e nt if i ed  wit h  r eg a rd  t o s it e s ta bi li t y or  th e so i l me d iu m th a t wo u ld  c on s ti tu t e impa c ts  b y 
t he ms el v es  o r  c ombi n ed  wi th  e xi s ti ng  or  f ut u re  c o nd it io n s to  cr ea te  cu mu l at iv e i mp ac t s.  No n e of  th e
p ro je ct s  o r r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  a c ti vi ti e s de s cr ib ed  ab ov e  a re  e x pe ct e d to  a f fe ct  th e ea r th  r e so ur ce s 
o f th e BCV, t hu s th e  min i ma l ef f ec ts  fr om p r op os e d FRC a ct iv i ti es  wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to 
c umul at i ve  i mpa ct s.

5.1.2 Climate and Air Quality

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n t he  c l imat e o r ai r 
q ua li ty  of  t h e ORR.  The  ORR is  in  a n  a tt ai n me nt  ar ea  f o r NAAQS a nd  no  a c ti vi ti e s (e .g., dr i ll in g  o r
s ma ll -a r ea  l a nd  c le a ri ng )  p la nn e d fo r  t he  FRC wo u ld  c on s ti tu t e an  i mpa ct  by  t he mse lv e s (s ee  Se ct i on 
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4 .1 .2 ) o r, c o mb in ed  wi th  ex is ti n g or  fu tu re  co nd i ti on s, cr ea t e cu mu l at iv e  i mp ac t s.  Non e of  th e
p ro je ct s  o r r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  a c ti vi ti e s de s cr ib ed  ab ov e  a re  e x pe ct e d to  a f fe ct  th e cl i ma te  or  a ir 
q ua li ty  of  t h e BCV, th us  th e mi n imal  ef fe ct s  f ro m p ro po s ed  FRC ac ti v it ie s  wou ld  no t c on tr ib u te  t o 
c umul at i ve  i mpa ct s.

5.1.3 Water Resources

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n t he  s u rf ac e wat er 
a nd  g ro u nd wa t er  o f t he  ORR or  s u rr ou n di ng  c o mmun i ti es .  Th e p os si bl e  a dd i ti on  o f  t ra c er s, e l ec tr o n
d on or s a nd  a c ce pt or s , nu t ri en ts  an d mic ro or g an is ms, a nd  ot he r  s ub st a nc es  (s ee  Se ct io n  4 .1 .3 )  h av e 
b ee n sh o wn  t o  h av e l it tl e  c on se q ue nc e  o n th e  q ua l it y of  th e s ur fa ce  wa te r  ( Be ar  Cr ee k ) or  t h e
s ur ro un d in g g ro un dwa te r.  The se  ac ti v it ie s wou ld  no t co n st it u te  a n i mp ac t  b y th e ms el v es  o r,
c ombi ne d  wit h  e xi st i ng  o r  f ut ur e  c on d it io ns , c re a te  c umu la ti v e impa c ts . Non e of  th e p ro je ct s  o r
r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  a c ti vi ti e s de s cr ib ed  ab ov e  a re  e x pe ct e d to  a f fe ct  th e wa t er  r e so ur ce s  o f t he 
BCV, th u s th e  min ima l ef f ec ts  f r om p r op os ed  FRC a ct iv it i es  wo ul d no t  c on t ri bu te  to  c u mu la ti v e
i mp ac ts .

As st at e d in  th e Fl o od pl a in  Ass e ss me n t fo r Sit e I nv es ti g at io n  Act iv i ti es  at  t he  Oa k Rid ge  Y- 12  Ar ea 
o f Re sp o ns ib i li ty  ( DOE 1 9 96 ), “ The  a c ti vi ti e s ad d re ss ed  by  t h e fl oo d pl ai n  a ss es s me nt  wi ll  r e su lt  in  n o
mea su ra b le  i mpa ct  o f  f lo o dp la in  cr os s -s ec ti o ns  o r  f lo od  st ag e , an d t hu s d o no t i nc re a se  t he  ri sk  of 
f lo od in g .”   The  p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it i es  p la n ne d wit hi n t he  f l oo dp la i n wo u ld  b e s ma ll  in  n at u re  ( s ee 
Sec ti on  4.1.3 .2 ) an d  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es  o r , co mbi ne d wit h t he  e xi s ti ng  or 
r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  f u tu re  c o nd it i on s, c r ea te  cu mu la t iv e i mp ac ts .

5.1.4 Ecological Resources

Ter re st r ia l a nd  a qu a ti c s pe ci es  wi th i n th e a re a o f th e p ro po s ed  FRC wo ul d  n ot  b e  i mp a ct ed  ( s ee 
Sec ti on  4.1.4 ) be ca u se  o f  mea su r es  t h at  wou l d be  ta ke n t o av o id  a re a s of  se ns it i vi ty  (e .g ., th e
Env ir on men ta l  Res ea r ch  Pa rk  a nd  ar ea s  u se d f or  s e as on al  hu nt i ng ).  Sec ti o n 4.1.3  d is c us se s t he 
p ot en ti a l imp ac ts  t o  Bea r  Cre ek  an d d emon st r at es  th at  n o  i mp a ct s wo u ld  b e  e xp ec t ed .  Th e ad d it io n  o f
t he  p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it i es  wou l d no t  c on st i tu te  an  i mp a ct  b y  t he ms e lv es  or , co mbi ne d  wit h t he 
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns , c re at e  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .  No ne  o f t he  p r oj ec ts  or  r e as on ab l y
f or es ee a bl e a ct iv it i es  d e sc ri be d  a bo v e ar e e xp ec t ed  t o a ff ec t  t he  e c ol og i ca l re s ou rc e s of  t h e BCV, th us 
t he  min i ma l e ff ec ts  fr om pr op os e d FRC a ct iv i ti es  wo ul d n ot  c o nt ri bu t e to  cu mu la t iv e i mp ac ts .

5.1.5 Archaeological, Cultural, and Historic Resources

Acc or di n g to  th e Te n ne ss e e St at e  His t or ic  Pr es er v at io n Off ic e r, n o c ul tu r al  r es o ur ce s  h av e b ee n
i de nt if i ed  wi th in  t h e pr o po se d c on ta min at ed  ar ea  an d ba c kg ro u nd  a re a  ( Ap p en di x E).  I n ad di t io n, no 
h is to ri c  s it e s ar e l oc at e d wi th i n th e  p ro po s ed  b o un da ri e s of  th e FRC.  Th e ad di t io n o f th e p ro po s ed 
FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  n ot  co ns ti t ut e a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e
c on di ti o ns , c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .

5.1.6 Land Use, Recreation, and Aesthetic Resources

The  l an d  u se s  o f th e  Bea r  Cre ek  Va ll e y in cl u de  d e ve lo pe d  a re a s su ch  as  t h os e ne a r th e  Y-1 2 Pla nt , t he 
S-3  Pon d s Si t e, a nd  wa st e  c on tr o l ar e as  t ha t  a re  op en  a n d hi g hl y vi s ib le .  In  a d di ti o n, t he r e ar e  s ome
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f or es te d  a re a s.  As  di sc u ss ed  i n  Sec t io n 4.1 .3 , r es ea rc h  s imi la r in  na tu r e to  t h at  p r op os ed  fo r t he  FRC
h as  b ee n  t ak i ng  p la c e.  The re  wo ul d b e no  ma jo r c ha ng es  in  t h e ex is t in g u se  o f t he  a r ea s pr o po se d  f or 
t he  FRC an d n o ma jo r  c on s tr uc ti o n ne c es sa ry  fo r t he  o pe r at io n  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC.  Tra il er s , dr i ll 
r ig s an d  o th e r eq ui p me nt  wo ul d b e pl a ce d in  pr ev i ou sl y d is tu r be d ar e as .  Ar ea s u se d f or  s ea s on al 
h un ti ng  wo ul d  b e av o id ed  du ri ng  hu nt i ng  s ea s on . The  a dd i ti on  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d 
n ot  c on s ti tu t e an  i mpa ct  by  t he mse lv e s or , c ombi n ed  wit h  t he  ex is ti n g or  fu tu re  co nd i ti on s, cr ea t e
c umul at i ve  i mpa ct s.

5.1.7 Socioeconomic Conditions

Emp lo ye e s of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d b e ex is t in g e mp lo ye e s fr o m ORNL an d r es ea rc h er s wou ld  b e 
s ma ll  i n  n umb er  ( se e  Sec t io n 4.1 .7 ). Th e ad d it io n  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te 
a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e co n di ti o ns , cr e at e c umul at i ve 
i mp ac ts .  Wh e n co mb i ne d wit h th e  n umb er  o f wor ke r s an d r es ea r ch er s e xp ec t ed  t o b e pr e se nt  a t  t he 
SNS whe n  i t b ec omes  op er a ti on al , wor k er s on  th e FRC c ou l d co n tr ib ut e  t o min or  p o si ti v e ec on o mi c
i mp ac ts , a nd  on ly  mi no r e ff ec ts  on  h o us in g a va il a bi li ty  an d r eg io na l  c ommun it y s er vi c es .

5.1.8 Human Health

The  p ro p os ed  ac ti vi t ie s c on du ct e d at  th e FRC wou l d no t p os e a ny  p ot e nt ia l  f or  a d ve rs e  i mp ac t s to 
wor ke rs  or  t h e of fs i te  p u bl ic  ( s ee  Se ct io n 4 .1 .8 ) .  The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t a dd  a n y si gn i fi ca n t
q ua nt it i es  o f  r ad io a ct iv e  e mi ss i on s t o th e a ir , wou ld  n o t imp ac t gr o un dwa te r to  le ve l s ab ov e  d ri n ki ng 
wat er  s t an da r ds , an d  wor k er s wo u ld  n o t be  e x po se d  t o an y  d os e s of  r a di at i on  o r c he mi c al s th a t wo u ld 
b e of  c o nc er n .  The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es  o r , co mbi ne d wit h t he 
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns , c re at e  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .

5.1.9 Waste Control

The  a pp r ox ima te  v ol u me  o f  was te  ge ne r at ed  a n d re q ui ri ng  st or a ge  f or  th e p ro po se d  FRC wo ul d b e
min imal  (s ee  Se ct io n  4 .1 .9)  i n c ompa r is on  wi th  q u an ti ti e s ge n er at ed  th ro u gh  e nv i ro nme nt al 
r emed ia t io n a ct iv it i es  o n  t he  ORR (DOE 19 98 ) . Th e se  a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  n ot  co ns ti t ut e a n impa c t by 
t he ms el v es , o r co mb i ne d wit h th e  e xi s ti ng  o r  f ut u re  c on d it io n s, c re a te  c u mu la ti v e imp ac ts .

5.1.10 Transportation

The  e mp l oy ee s  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC ar e  c ur re n tl y e mp lo ye d  b y ORNL so  th er e  wou ld  be  n o  i mp ac t 
t o tr af f ic  wi th in  t h e ORR.  I n a dd it i on  t he  nu mb e r of  e x pe ct e d vi si t or s t o th e FRC i s  e xp ec t ed  t o  b e
min imal  (s ee  Se ct io n  4 .1 .7) .  Th e ma i n tr af f ic  r o ut e ex p ec te d  f or  t h e wo r ke rs  a t  t he  SNS fa c il it y  wil l
b e vi a Bet he l  Val le y  Roa d  a nd  Be ar  Cr ee k Ro a d as  FRC wo r ke rs  an d re s ea rc h er s dr i ve  b e twee n
ORNL an d  t he  FRC.  I t is  ex pe ct e d th a t th e FRC-r e la te d t ra ff i c wi ll  be  v e ry  l ig h t an d  wou ld  no t c re at e
a ny  i nc r emen t al  o r c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .  The  ma jo r it y of  SNS- r el at ed  tr af f ic  wou l d oc c ur  d ur i ng  t h e
c on st ru c ti on  pe ri od  of  t h e fa ci l it y a nd  t he n  wou l d de cr e as e;  th is  wo ul d o cc ur  a p pr ox i ma te ly  ha lf - wa y
t hr ou gh  th e e xp ec te d  t en - ye ar  l i fe  o f  t he  FRC.

Tra ns po r ta ti o n of  mi ni ma l  q ua nt i ti es  of  h az a rd ou s  mat er i al s i s ex pe c te d t hr ou gh o ut  t h e co ur s e of  FRC
o pe ra ti o ns  ( s ee  Sec t io n 4 .1 .1 0) .  Tr a ns po rt a ti on  of fs it e  o f LLW a nd  mi xe d  LLW i s  c ur r en tl y b ei ng 
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e va lu at e d;  h o we ve r, th e a mo un ts  ge ne r at ed  f r om FRC op er a ti on s  wou ld  be  i n si gn if i ca nt  in 
c ompa ri s on  t o  q ua nt i ti es  ge ne ra t ed  b y  t he  ORR re q ui ri ng  tr an s po rt at i on  ( DOE 1 99 9 e, DOE 19 99 f ).

The se  a c ti vi t ie s wo u ld  n o t co ns t it ut e  a n imp ac t b y th ems el ve s  o r, c o mb in e d wi th  th e e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e
c on di ti o ns , c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .

5.1.11 Utilities and Infrastructure

I mp ac ts  to  u t il it ie s  a nd  in fr as t ru ct u re  s uc h  a s h ou si ng , e du c at io n, he al t h ca re , p ol i ce  a nd  fi re 
p ro te ct i on , a nd  wat e r an d  s ewag e  a re  no t an t ic ip a te d as  a re s ul t of  th e s ma ll  n u mb er  of  i nd i vi du a ls 
i nv ol ve d  i n t he  o pe r at io n  o r re s ea rc h  a ct iv i ti es  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC.  No  n ew c o ns tr u ct io n wou ld  be 
r eq ui re d  f or  op er at i on  o f  t he  FRC.  The  s it i ng  o f  t ra il e rs  a n d smal l  s ta g in g ar e as  f o r su pp o rt 
e qu ip me n t wo u ld  b e i n pr e vi ou sl y  d is t ur be d a re as  an d th e re fo r e wo ul d  h av e  i mp ac t  o n e xi st in g 
i nf ra st r uc tu r e. The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es  o r  c omb in ed  wi th  t h e
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns  c r ea te  cu mu la t iv e i mp ac ts .

5.1.12 Environmental Justice

Bas ed  o n  t he  an al ys i s in  th is  d o cu me n t as  we ll  a s  i nf or mat io n  d er iv e d fr o m th e SNS EI S (DOE
1 99 9a ), th er e  wou ld  be  n o  d is pr o po rt i on at e r is k o f si gn i fi ca n tl y hi g h an d  a dv er s e po t en ti al  impa c ts  t o
l ow-i nc o me  a n d mi no r it y p op ul at i on s ( se e Se c ti on  4.1.12 ) .  Th er e ar e  n o k no wn  s u bs is t en ce 
p op ul at i on s r es id in g  i n o r ne ar  th e BCV.  Th er ef o re , th e  a dd i ti on  o f  t he  pr op os e d FRC a ct iv i ti es 
wou ld  n o t co n st it ut e  a n i mp ac t b y th e ms el ve s  o r, co mb in e d wi t h th e e xi st i ng  o r f ut ur e  c on di t io ns ,
c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .

5.2 Cumulative Effects of Siting and Operating an FRC on the PNNL/100-H
Area

The  a ct i on s t ha t DOE c on s id er s r ea so n ab ly  f o re se e ab le  a n d pe r ti ne nt  to  t h e an al y si s o f cu mu l at iv e 
e ff ec ts  fo r t he  PNNL/1 00 - H Ar ea  ar e d es cr ib e d in  th e se c ti on  be lo w.

I nt er im Re me dia l Ac t io n a t the 1 00 -HR-3  Ope r able  Unit .  Th e p ro po s ed  FRC li es  wi th in  th e 1 00 -
HR- 3 CERCLA Ope ra bl e  Uni t  t ha t f al ls  un de r t he  Tr i- Pa rt y  Agr e emen t.  Thi s  o pe ra b le  u n it  i s
c ur re nt l y un d er go in g  a n i nt er im re me d ia l ac t io n ( pu mp -a n d- tr e at  s ys t em) f or  c hr o mi um
c on ta mi n at io n  i n ac c or da n ce  wit h  a  CERCLA I n te ri m Rec or d  o f Dec is io n .  Th e pr op o se d FRC wou l d
b e lo ca t ed  h y dr au li c al ly  up gr ad i en t o f th e p ump- a nd -t re a t sy s te m.  The  s y st em i s  c ur r en tl y p umpi n g
c on ta mi n at ed  gr ou nd wat er  fr om t wo we l ls  i mme di at e ly  a dj a ce nt  to  t he  Co lu mbi a Ri v er , p as si ng  th e
wat er  t h ro ug h  a n io n -e xc h an ge  f i lt er , a nd  i n je ct i ng  t he  tr ea t ed  wat e r in t o se ve r al  we ll s lo c at ed  60 0 to 
7 00  y ar d s up g ra di en t  o f t he  r iv e r.  Thr ou gh  th e CERCLA I nt er i m Re co r d of  De ci si o n, t h e EPA a nd 
DOE a re  sc he d ul ed  t o  r ev i ew t he  st at u s an d s uc ce s s of  t h is  p u mp -a nd - tr ea t  e ff or t  i n 2 00 2.

Exc av at i on o f  t he  1 0 7- H Ret enti o n Ba s in.  The  1 0 7- H Ret en ti o n Ba s in  i s c ur re n tl y un d er go i ng 
e xc av at i on , whi ch  wi ll  c o nt in ue  in to  FY 2 00 0 .  Th e ex ca v at io n  r eq ui r es  t h e re mo v al  o f  l ar ge 
q ua nt it i es  o f  c on ta min at e d so il s  b y t ru ck  a c ro ss  th e 10 0 -H Ar ea .  Th e 10 7 -H Ret e nt io n  Bas in  is 
l oc at ed  so ut h ea st  o f  t he  pr op os e d co n ta mi na t ed  a r ea  a nd  ea st  of  t he  pr op o se d ba c kg ro u nd  a re a s.  The 
p ro po se d  FRC wa s lo c at ed  in  c on j un ct i on  wit h  t he  si te  e n vi ro n me nt al  co nt r ac to r t o av o id  t he  pl an n ed 
r emed ia t io n a ct iv it i es .  Du e to  th e s ma ll  n u mb er  of  i nv e st ig a to rs  t h at  wo ul d be  in vo l ve d at  an  FRC,
t he re  wo ul d b e no  i n cr ea s e in  t h e ov e ra ll  t r af fi c  t ho ug h  t he  10 0- H a re a.   



Environmental Assessment
for the Selection and Operation of the Proposed Field Research Centers for the NABIR Program

06/30/00

5 6

H Rea ct o r Bui lding Coc oo ning.  Wit hi n  t he  ne xt  f i ve  y e ar s (1 9 99  t o  2 00 4)  th e H Rea ct o r Bu i ld in g i s
s ch ed ul e d fo r  “ co co o ni ng .”  Coc o on in g  i nv ol v es  t h e di sma nt le men t of  an ci l la ry  r e ac to r  f ac il i ti es  an d
p la ce me n t of  th e re a ct or  co re  i n to  s a fe , in t er im st or ag e .  Th e co re  wi ll  be  k ep t  wit h in  a  s t or ag e 
e nc lo su r e de s ig ne d t o pr o vi de  s a fe  s t or ag e f or  u p  t o 75  ye ar s  wit h min ima l ma in t en an c e re qu i re d.
The  H Re ac to r  i s lo c at ed  ou ts id e  t he  pr op os e d FRC c on ta min at e d ar ea .  Th e  c oc oo n in g p ro ce ss  wi ll 
r eq ui re  a sh o rt -t er m i nc r ea se  i n  t he  tr af fi c  a nd  nu mb er  of  wo rk er s t ra ve l in g ac r os s t he  1 00 - H ar e a.

Compr ehe ns iv e  Land Use  Pl an-Col umbia  Ri ve r Cor ri dor .  Th e 1 00 -H Ar ea  l i es  wi th in  a n  a re a 
d ef in ed  in  t h e Re co r d of  De ci si o n fo r  t he  Ha nf or d  Compr e he ns i ve  Lan d -Use  Pl an  EI S as  th e
Col umbi a  Riv e r Co rr i do r ( DOE/ RL No ve mbe r 19 9 9b ).  The  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r  i s u se d by  th e p ub li c
a nd  t ri b es  f o r bo at i ng , wat er  s k ii ng , f is hi n g an d  h un ti n g of  up la nd  ga me  bi rd s a nd  mi gr at or y 
wat er fo wl. Al on g th e  s ou t he rn  s h or el i ne  ( ac c es s r es tr ic t ed ) o f th e Col umb ia  Riv e r Co r ri do r, th e 1 00 
Are as  o c cu py  ap pr ox i ma te l y 26  mi le s ( 68  k m) .  RCRA cl os u re  p e rmit  r e st ri c ti on s h av e b ee n pl a ce d i n
t he  v ic i ni ty  of  t he  10 0- H Are a, wh ic h  i s as s oc ia t ed  wit h  t he  18 3- H Sol ar  Ev ap or a ti on  Ba si ns .
Add it io n al  d e ed  r es t ri ct i on s or  co ve n an ts  f o r ac t iv it ie s  t ha t  p ot en t ia ll y  e xt en d  mor e  t ha n 1 5 fe e t (4 .6 
m) be lo w g ro u nd  s ur f ac e a re  e xp e ct ed  fo r th e  CERCLA r eme di at i on  a re a s.

5.2.1 Earth Resources

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n g eo lo g y or  s o il s o f
t he  1 00 - H Ar e a or  s u rr ou n di ng  a r ea s.  As de s cr ib e d in  Se ct io n  4 .2 .1 , n o s ig ni fi c an t p ro bl ems  h av e 
b ee n id e nt if i ed  wit h  r eg a rd  t o s it e s ta bi li t y or  th e so i l me d iu m th a t wo u ld  c on s ti tu t e impa c ts  b y 
t he ms el v es  o r , co mb i ne d wit h ex i st in g  o r fu t ur e c on di ti o ns , c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .  Non e  o f t he 
p ro je ct s  o r r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  a c ti vi ti e s de s cr ib ed  ab ov e  wou ld  be  e x pe ct ed  to  a f fe ct  t h e ea r th 
r es ou rc e s of  th e 10 0 -H Ar ea , th u s th e  min ima l ef f ec ts  f r om p r op os ed  FRC a ct iv it i es  wo ul d no t 
c on tr ib u te  t o  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .

5.2.2 Climate and Air Quality

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n c li ma t e or  a i r
q ua li ty  of  t h e Ha nf o rd  Si te .  Th e Ha n fo rd  Si te  ( i n Be nt o n Co u nt y)  i s  i n a tt ai nme nt  f o r NAAQS e xc e pt 
f or  p ar t ic ul a te  mat t er  ( PM) .  Be nt on  Co un ty  is  “ u nc la ss i fi ed ”  f or  PM.  No  a ct iv i ti es  (e .g ., dr il l in g or 
s ma ll -a r ea  l a nd  c le a ri ng )  p la nn e d fo r  t he  FRC wo u ld  c on s ti tu t e an  i mpa ct  by  t he mse lv e s (s ee  Se ct i on 
4 .2 .2 ) o r, c o mb in ed  wi th  ex is ti n g or  fu tu re  co nd i ti on s, cr ea t e cu mu l at iv e  i mp ac t s.  Non e of  th e
p ro je ct s  o r r ea so na b ly  f o re se ea b le  a c ti vi ti e s de s cr ib ed  ab ov e  wou ld  be  e x pe ct ed  to  a f fe ct  t h e cl i ma te 
o r ai r q ua li t y of  t h e 10 0 -H Are a , th u s th e min ima l ef fe c ts  f r om p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it i es  wou l d no t 
c on tr ib u te  t o  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .

5.2.3 Water Resources

Ope ra ti o n of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d n ot  c on t ri bu t e to  t h e cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct  o n t he  s u rf ac e wat er 
a nd  g ro u nd wa t er  o f t he  1 0 0- H Ar e a or  su rr ou n di ng  ar ea s.  The  po ss ib l e ad d it io n o f tr a ce rs , e le ct r on 
d on or s a nd  a c ce pt or s , nu t ri en ts  an d mic ro or g an is ms, a nd  ot he r  s ub st a nc es  (s ee  Se ct io n  4 .2 .3 )  wou l d
h av e li t tl e c on se qu e nc e o n th e q ua li t y of  t h e su r fa ce  wa te r ( th e Co l umbi a  Riv er )  o r t he  s ur r ou nd i ng 
g ro un dwa te r.  The se  ac ti v it ie s wou ld  no t co n st it u te  a n i mp ac t  b y th e ms el v es  o r, co mb i ne d wi t h
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns , c re at e  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s . No n e of  t h e pr o je ct s o r re a so na bl y 
f or es ee a bl e a ct iv it i es  d e sc ri be d  a bo v e wo ul d  b e e xp ec te d  t o a ff ec t t he  wa te r re s ou rc e s of  t h e 10 0 -H
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Are a, t h us  t h e mi ni mal  e f fe ct s f ro m p ro po se d  FRC ac ti vi t ie s wou ld  n o t co n tr ib ut e  t o c umul at i ve 
i mp ac ts .

5.2.4 Ecological Resources

Ter re st r ia l a nd  a qu a ti c s pe ci es  wi th i n th e a re a o f th e p ro po s ed  FRC wo ul d  n ot  b e  i mp a ct ed  ( s ee 
Sec ti on  4.2.4 ).  Se c ti on  4.2.3 d is cu s se s th e  p ot e nt ia l i mp ac t s to  t h e Co l umbi a Riv er  an d de mon st r at es 
t ha t no  impa c ts  wou l d be  ex pe ct e d.  The  a dd i ti on  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d  n ot  c o ns ti t ut e
a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e co n di ti o ns , cr e at e c umul at i ve 
i mp ac ts . Non e  o f th e  p ro j ec ts  o r  r ea s on ab ly  fo re s ee ab le  ac ti v it ie s d es cr i be d ab o ve  wo ul d be  ex pe c te d
t o af fe c t th e  e co lo g ic al  re so ur c es  o f  t he  1 0 0- H Are a, t h us  t h e mi ni mal  e f fe ct s f ro m p ro po se d  FRC
a ct iv it i es  wo ul d no t  c on t ri bu te  to  c u mu la ti v e imp ac ts .

5.2.5 Archaeological, Cultural, and Historic Resources

Acc or di n g to  PNNL, n o cu l tu ra l r es ou r ce s ha v e be e n id en t if ie d  wit hi n  t he  pr op os e d co n ta mi na t ed 
a re a an d  b ac k gr ou nd  ar ea  (App en d ix  E) .  A p o rt io n  o f th e  c on t amin at e d ar e a is  l o ca te d  wit hi n  4 40 
y ar ds  ( 4 00  m)  o f th e  Col u mb ia  Ri ve r.  The  Co lu mb i a Ri ve r  a nd  it s sh o re li n es  a re  co ns i de re d
c ul tu ra l ly  s e ns it iv e ; ho wev er , c on su l ta ti on  wi th  PNNL’s  cu lt u ra l re s ou rc e  e xp er t s wo u ld  b e r eq ui r ed 
b ef or e a ny  a c ti vi ti e s co u ld  t ak e  p la c e in  t h at  a r ea .  Th e ad d it io n o f th e  p ro po s ed  FRC ac ti v it ie s  wou ld 
n ot  c on s ti tu t e an  i mpa ct  by  t he mse lv e s or , c ombi n ed  wit h  t he  ex is ti n g or  fu tu re  co nd i ti on s, cr ea t e
c umul at i ve  i mpa ct s.

5.2.6 Land Use, Recreation, and Aesthetic Resources

The  p ro p os ed  co nt ami na te d  a re a a nd  b a ck gr ou n d ar e a wo ul d  n ot  co nf li c t wi t h or  h a ve  a n y ad ve r se 
i mp ac ts  to  a n y ex is t in g l an d us e s in  th e 10 0 -H Ar ea , in c lu di n g on go i ng  r e me di at i on  a c ti vi ti e s.  The 
d es ig na t io n i n th e Compr e he ns iv e  Lan d  Use  Pl an  EI S as  t h e Co l umbi a Riv er  Co rr id o r do e s no t
p re cl ud e  t he  ty pe s o f ac t iv it ie s  t ha t  h av e b ee n d is cu ss e d.  Sec ti on  4.2.3  c on cl u de d t ha t th e re  we re  n o
i mp ac ts  to  t h e Co lu mbi a Riv er  b y  t he  in je ct i on  o f  t ra ce r s, e l ec tr on  do no r s an d a cc ep t or s an d  n ut r ie nt s,
mic ro or g an is ms, a nd  ot he r  s ub st a nc es .  Th er e fo re , u se  o f  t he  Co lu mb i a Ri v er  f or  bo at i ng , fi s hi ng  an d
wat er  s k ii ng  wo ul d n ot  b e  e ff ec t ed . The  a dd i ti on  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC a ct i vi ti es  wo ul d  n ot  c o ns ti t ut e
a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e co n di ti o ns , cr e at e c umul at i ve 
i mp ac ts .

5.2.7 Socioeconomic Conditions

Emp lo ye e s of  th e pr o po se d  FRC wo ul d b e ex is t in g e mp lo ye e s fr o m PNNL an d r es ea rc h er s wou ld  b e 
s ma ll  i n  n umb er  ( se e  Sec t io n 4.2 .7 ). Th e ad d it io n  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te 
a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e co n di ti o ns , cr e at e c umul at i ve 
i mp ac ts .  Wh e n co mb i ne d wit h th e  n umb er  o f wor ke r s an d r es ea r ch er s e xp ec t ed  t o b e pr e se nt  a t  t he 
c oc oo ni n g op e ra ti on s  a t t he  H-Re ac to r  a nd  t h e cl e an up  wo rk  a t  t he  1 0 7- H Eva po ra t iv e Bas in , wor ke r s
o n th e FRC c o ul d co n tr ib u te  t o min or  po si ti v e ec o no mi c i mp ac t s, a nd  on ly  mi no r e ff ec t s on  h o us in g 
a va il ab i li ty  an d re g io na l  c ommu n it y s er vi ce s .
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5.2.8 Human Health

The  p ro p os ed  ac ti vi t ie s c on du ct e d at  th e FRC wou l d no t p os e a ny  p ot e nt ia l  f or  a d ve rs e  i mp ac t s to 
wor ke rs  or  t h e of fs i te  p u bl ic  ( s ee  Se ct io n 4 .2 .8 ) .  The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t a dd  a n y si gn i fi ca n t
q ua nt it i es  o f  r ad io a ct iv e  e mi ss i on s t o th e a ir , wou ld  n o t imp ac t gr o un dwa te r to  le ve l s ab ov e  d ri n ki ng 
wat er  s t an da r ds , an d  wor k er s wo u ld  n o t be  e x po se d  t o an y  d os e s of  r a di at i on  o r c he mi c al s th a t wo u ld 
b e of  c o nc er n .  The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es  o r , co mbi ne d wit h t he 
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns , c re at e  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .

5.2.9 Waste Control

The  a pp r ox ima te  v ol u me  o f  was te  ge ne r at ed  a n d re q ui ri ng  st or a ge  f or  th e p ro po se d  FRC wo ul d b e
min imal  (s ee  Se ct io n  4 .2 .9)  i n c ompa r is on  wi th  t h e qu an t it ie s  g en er a te d t hr ou gh  th e e nv ir on men ta l 
r emed ia t io n a ct iv it i es  o n  t he  Ha nf or d  Sit e ( DOE 1 99 8) . The  v o lu me s o f wa s te  p ro d uc ed  by  t he  FRC
wou ld  b e  l es s  t ha n o ne  p e rc en t o f th e  t ot al  wa st e  p ro du c ed  o n  t he  Ha nf or d  Sit e.  The s e ac ti v it ie s 
wou ld  n o t co n st it ut e  a n i mp ac t b y th e ms el ve s  o r, co mb in e d wi t h th e e xi st i ng  o r f ut ur e  c on di t io ns ,
c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .

5.2.10 Transportation

The  e mp l oy ee s  o f th e  p ro p os ed  FRC ar e  c ur re n tl y e mp lo ye d  b y PNNL so  th er e  wou ld  be  n o  i mp ac t  t o
t ra ff ic  wi th i n th e 1 00 -H ar ea .  In  a d di ti on  th e n umbe r o f ex p ec te d v is it o rs  t o t he  FRC wo ul d  b e
e xp ec te d  t o b e mi ni mal  ( s ee  Sec t io n 4 .2 .7 ). It  i s  e xp ec t ed  t h at  t he  FRC- r el at ed  tr af f ic  wou l d be  ve ry 
l ig ht  a n d wo u ld  n ot  cr ea t e an y i nc re men ta l o r cu mul at iv e  i mp a ct s.  The  ma jo ri ty  of  FRC- re la t ed 
t ra ff ic  in  t h e 10 0- H Are a  wou ld  oc cu r  d ur in g  t he  st ar t- u p pe r io d of  th e FRC a nd  th en  wo ul d d ec re a se ;
t hi s wo u ld  o c cu r ap p ro xi mat el y h al f- way  t hr o ug h t he  e xp e ct ed  te n- ye a r li f e of  t h e FRC.

Tra ns po r ta ti o n of  mi ni ma l  q ua nt i ti es  of  h az a rd ou s  mat er i al s wou ld  b e  e xp e ct ed  t h ro ug h ou t th e  c ou r se 
o f FRC o pe ra t io ns  ( s ee  Se ct io n 4 .2 .1 0 ). The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es 
o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e co n di ti o ns , cr e at e c umul at i ve  i mpa ct s.

5.2.11 Utilities and Services

I mp ac ts  to  u t il it ie s  a nd  in fr as t ru ct u re  s uc h  a s h ou si ng , e du c at io n, he al t h ca re , p ol i ce  a nd  fi re 
p ro te ct i on , a nd  wat e r an d  s ewag e  wou l d no t b e an t ic ip at e d as  a re su l t of  th e sma ll  n u mb er  o f 
i nd iv id u al s i nv ol ve d  i n t he  o pe r at io n  o r re s ea rc h  a ct iv i ti es  of  t he  pr op o se d FRC.  No  n ew c o ns tr u ct io n
wou ld  b e  r eq u ir ed  f o r op e ra ti on  of  t h e FRC.  The  si ti ng  of  t r ai le rs  an d s ma ll  s t ag in g  a re as  fo r s up po rt 
e qu ip me n t wo u ld  b e i n pr e vi ou sl y  d is t ur be d a re as  an d th e re fo r e wo ul d  h av e  i mp ac t  o n e xi st in g 
i nf ra st r uc tu r e. The s e ac t iv it ie s  wou l d no t c on st i tu te  a n  i mp a ct  b y t he ms e lv es  o r , co mbi ne d wit h t he 
e xi st in g  o r f ut ur e c on di t io ns , c re at e  c umul a ti ve  impa ct s .

5.2.12 Environmental Justice

No po te n ti al  impa ct s  h av e  b ee n i de nt i fi ed  t h at  wo ul d af f ec t 1 00 -H e mpl oy e es  o r o ff si t e pu bl i c.  The 
Col umbi a  Riv e r is  t h e on l y re so u rc e t ha t co u ld  p o ss ib ly  ca us e  d is pr o po rt i on at e r is k o r si gn i fi ca n tl y
h ig h an d  a dv e rs e imp ac ts  to  l ow- in co me an d min or i ty  p op u la ti o ns , as  it  i s  p ot en t ia ll y  u se d f or 
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s ub si st e nc e f is hi ng  (Nei t ze l et  al . 1 99 9) .  Ho we v er , Se c ti on  4.2.3 c on cl u de d th a t th e re  wou l d be  no 
i mp ac ts  to  t h e Co lu mbi a Riv er  a s  a  r e su lt  o f  FRC re se ar c h. Th er ef or e , th e  a dd it i on  o f  t he  p r op os e d
FRC a ct i vi ti e s wo ul d  n ot  co ns ti t ut e a n impa c t by  th emse l ve s o r, c omb in ed  wi th  t h e ex i st in g o r fu t ur e
c on di ti o ns , c re at e c umul a ti ve  i mpa ct s .


